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CHAPTER I. 


AN UNEXPECTED VISIT. 


AS I live, ſaid Major Jones's houſe-keep- 
er, haſtily throwing open his chamber door, 
here is Miſs Jemima come to ſee you. 


Jemima! ah the truant, cried the Ma- 
jor, his eyes ſparkling with joy, ſhe ſhall not 
approach me; I will not behold her. __ 
Wherefore deareſt child, for the young La- 
dy was inſtantly in his arms, wherefore do I 
now embrace you; why will you, by ſuch 
repeated acts of diſobedience, incur my dil: 

VOL 1, B pleaſure? 
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pleaſure? I really fear I ſhall never bring 
myſelf to forgive you. 


FE AR it not my dear Sir, replied Jemi- 
ma; deign for once to follow my example, 
and fear it not; diſpleaſure ſo kindly ex- 
preſſed cannot long be unappeaſable. 


WELLox's looks, ſaid he, are as confi- 
dent as your words, but you ſhall both of 
you find yourſelves miſtaken; I will not be 
trick'd even into happineſs: ſo to ſchool a- 
gain my young Madam.'__With that face! 
Sir, replied the young Lady, do you hope 
to drive me from you with that face? beſides, 
I have certain incidents to communicate 
that will ſanctify my conduct. To morrow 
morning you ſhall hear all: to-night I only 
aſk to be told you forgive me, and are as 


much better (than I apprehended) as you 


appear to be. 


O coop Sir, ſaid Mrs. Wellon, this muſt 
have weight with you; you will not ſend 
Miſs 
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Miſs Jemima away unheard if you have 


one grain of curiofity in your whole com- 


MWMpolition. 


PsHaw, the woman's a fool, ſaid the 
Major, and the girl an arch fly knave. Is 
ſhe not always flying here if I am the leaſt 
indiſpoſed, and who is ſo buly to tell her I 
cannot deviſe, unleſs you are weak enough _ 
to do it. I ſhould therefore be well ſet to 


work were I to liſten to either of you. 


JEMIMA threw off her riding hat, and 
drawing a chair cloſe to the Mayor's couch, 
without further ceremony begged he would 
lay how he found himſelf. 


My gout 1s fled, replied he; what can it 
mean? I have not a pain remaining. Sure- 
ly ſome angel of health, under that well- 
beloved form of thine, has vouchſaſed to 

iſit me, and of courſe I have been chiding 
here my moſt grateful acknowledgments ” 
ere due. So ſend in the tea, Wellon: Je- 


B 2 mima 
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mima makes an excellent diſh of tea; nor 


will I, when ſhe leaves ſchool, ever receive 
that ſoft beverage from other hands than 
hers. 

I HAve left ſchool already, ſaid the young 
Lady; without either your knowledge or 
_ permiſſion, finally left it. But, my dear 
Sir, condeſcend to hear the proficiency I 
have made in the elegant and the. uſeful 
branches of education, together with my 
| motives for thus prefuming upon your in⸗ 
dulgence, before you condemn me. 


You have left ſchool, cried the aſtoniſh + 


ed Major, without previous intimation of 
your deſign or wiſhes! what am I to think 
of ſo unbecoming a ſtepꝰ— This, Mrs. 
Wellon, is your amiable, your timid, your 
fine fecling, Miſs Jemima. 


Akk you not ill, Sir, and no relation 
near you? And what then, my ſage and ten- 
der 


Jr | 
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der Madam? you are not come to live with 
me, replied the Major, are you? 


To live and die, ſaid the young Lady, 
if my life is not prolonged far, far beyond 
the preſent period. Under this roof dwell 
Peace, and Iruth, and Goodneſs. In the 
world alas, Sir! in the world, what Dang 
what Deſtruction! 


Tax Major ſtarted.— At your age, re- 
plied he, this remark, however juſt, is very 
extraordinary! What danger can the child 
of my tendereſt affection have known? 
What deſtruction can the have had cauſe. 
to apprehend? If ſweetneſs and innocence, 
ſuch as ſhe poſſeſſes, could not preſerve her 
from both the one and the other, then in- 
deed 1s the world much more baſe and 


perfidious than I ever yet conceived it to 
5 * 


I nave had my alarms, replied Jemi- 
ma, but they arc over; alarms I can never 
B 3 forget, 


a. 
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forget, or ſhall think myſelf perfectly free 


from, except when under your immediate 


protection. — The Major vas loſt in 
thought. Diſturb not. your worthy mind, 


reſumed ſhe, on this occaſion; am I not 
nov with my father, his houſe my aſylum, 
his kindneſs my. happineſs. 


Tu tea was brought in, and Mrs. Wek 
lon waited unbidden. She perceived the 
countenance of her maſter was much ruf— 
fled in her ſhort abſence, and that Miſs 
Jemima looked pale; and being naturally 
of a temper to love information, ſuper- 
added to the heart felt intereſt ſne took in 
their ſafety and welfare, was on tenters to 
know what had happened. 


Tux young Lady, who wiſhed to tell the 
Rory but once, and (that her father might 
not be robbed of his repoſe) to tell it the en- 
ſuing morning, in order to give a cheerful 
turn to her chat, ſaid, but Sir, you do not 

ſeem 
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r{ul 


not 


ſeem to remember I was to lay my ſchool 
acquirements before you. - 


Sek on, ſaid the Major; you do what 


you pleaſe with my feelings, gay or grave, 
they take their tone from you; beware, how- 
ever, of making an ill uſe of your power. 


Jemima ſmiled, and proceeded to deal 
out a catalogue of her ſocial qualifications, 
as ſhe called them; for I can read to you 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, whatever author you may 
chooſe, in French or-Engliſh, and alſo per- 
form the office of your ſecretary in each 


- of thoſe languages; I can play to you on 


the harpſichord, the organ, and the harp, 
and your muſical taſte ſhall be the regula- 
tor of mine; I can head your table, under 
your encouraging eye, with a very tolerable 


grace; and my talent for tea-making you 


have recently commended: — Need a wo- 
man do more? 


Bravo, cried the Major, inſtantly. 
B 4 LET 
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Yer Sir, I, your happy Jemima, can de 


more, much more, for, that my company 


might ſupply any incidental deficiency of 


amuſement to you, I have enabled myſelf 
to challenge you at piquet, Poliſh draughts, 
and at backgammon. 


BRAVISSIMO, cried the Major, holding 
out both his hands to bid her welcome to 
Daviſon-Hall, what a treaſure have you 
brought mel and prepare yourſelf to be- 
gin your backgammon attack this very even- 


ing; for, ſtrange to tell, my love, added 


he, (ſighing deeply) Levet has forſaken 


me. 


Ap to his ſhameful deſertion of you, 


you are indebted, replied ſhe, to my affec- 


tionate arrival; I could not exiſt at a diſ- 
tance when I knew you was alone. 


 WoNnDpERFvUL this, ſaid the Major! you 
are all myſtery, Jemima. I doubted not 
indeed but your motive for coming ſo un- 


en 
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I felt you kind. 
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expectedly was a juſtifiable, but did not ap- 
prehend it was a benevolent one. Your 
reception, therefore, how ill- ſuited to your 
high deſerts! 


I 6RanT you Sir, ſaid the young Lady, 
you took much pains to look angry; but 
your heart not ſeconding your endeavours, 


- 


THE tea apparatus removed, the gam- 
mon tables were introduced; and the Major 
was fo delighted with this obvious, this mar- 
ked inſtance of attention to him, in his ſa- 
vourite amuſement, that he forgot all his 
fears and all his cares, and went to bed one 
of tne happicit men in the whole kingdom. 


B; CHAP. 
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CHAPTER II. 
AN INTERESTING INQUIRY. 


Nor ſo the young Lady; for, on the good- 
Mrs Wellon's attending her to her apart- 
ment, ſhe burſt into tears, and could only. 
motion to her with her hand to ſhut the 
door. 


How, Mrs. Wellon, cried ſhe, (ſo ſoon 


as ſhe recovered the power of articulation) 
has my father born Levet's ingratitude? 
did it not plant daggers in his boſom? and 
was not his late moſt alarming and ſevere 
fit of the gout occaſioned thereby?__ Tell 
me all, for I have much to aſk, and you, I 
truit, have much to anſwer me. 


Tur magnitude of his offence, replied 
Mrs. Wecellon, cauſed my maſter's ſurpriſe to 
excccd his concern. The gout nevertheleſs 

came 


on 
on) 

de? 

and 
ere 
Tell 
us 1 


dlied 
fe to 
cleſs 
came 
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came, and I actually trembled for his life. 


He is now ſafe; then why, Miſs Jemima, 
ſhould not you be fatished? 


How long, demanded the young Lady, 
with inexpreſſible emotion, after a ſhort 
pauſe, how long have you, Mrs, Wellon, : 


known Major Jones? 


Five and twenty years, replied ſhe. 
k 


_ InTIMATELY ? ſaid the Lady, his connec- 
tions, his condutt, his principles? 


_ Wnrar queſtions are theſe! returned Mrs. 


Wellon; yes, Miſs Jemima, I knew him be- 


fore his marriage with his firſt Lady; is 
that a ſatisfattory diſtance ? 


BeyonD my beſt hopes, cried Jemima; 
ſo good Mrs Wellon, late ſo ever as it may 
be, fit down, I conjure you, and relate to me 
every circumſtance you can recolle& from 
Daviſon's birth to my earlieſt infancy; and 

B 6 you 
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you will not only highly oblige me, you 
will relieve my heart from ſuffering. 


Mrs. WELLON was all conſternation, but 
perceiving it was not the moment for inqui- 
ry, ſhe began without delay to comply with 
the ſtrict letter of the young Lady's requeſt. 


Tux firſt time I ever ſaw Major Jones, 
ſaid ſhe, was after a review. He came to 
my lodgings to aſk the ſurgeon's opinion of 


my huſband, who had been thrown from 


his horſe that very morning, and was report- 
ed to be dangerouſly hurt. His collar bone 
was indeed broken, but he made light of it, 
and aſſured me he ſhould ſoon be well. 


Tur Major advanced to the bed fide, 
and ſitting down, with that ſweet air of old 
acquaintance he always wears on a ſelf in- 
troduttion to ſtrangers, you are ſo highly 
ſpoken of Wellon, faid he, that I am come 
to make my apology for having ſo long o- 
verlooked your merit. | 


My 
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My Huſband looked up with grateful 
delight, for the Major's character was known 
to every one, inſomucb, that happy was he 

who obtained his conſideration or counte- 
nance. ; 


Ix is true faid he, finding my Huſband 
replied not, (weighed in the goldſwith's 
ſcales) I have the advantage of you, behvid 


4 
y me then the agent, the ſteward of provi- 
f dence; and if this purſe, laying a heavy 
1 one, Miſs Jemima, upon the table, ſmooths 
- your pillow in a ſingle inſtance, remember 
e I am the gainer, for I know not another 
, means of dilpoling of it to purchaſe me ſo 
much happineſs. | 
>, Wzrriown would have poured out his 
thanks; for the truth was, Miſs Jemima, we 
1- were but {lenderly provided for, he doing | 
y the duty of Quartermaſter without other re- 
je ward than the promiſe of ſucceſſion in caſe 4 
o- of the ſick gentleman's death; when the Ma- 
| Jor, putting his hand kindly upon my huf: 
LY | band's, | 
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band's to prebent his ſpeaking, exclaimed, 
you are in a fever, and I will immediately 
ſend my own phyſician to you. 


THE phyſician arrived, and every, thing 
was done that could be done to ſave him; 
his fever increaſed, and the Major's h1ma- | 
nitv and generolity were redoubled; the dye 
was however caſt, and my poor Wellon in 
a ſhort time was no more. From that hour 
to this, continued Mrs. Wellon, I have de- 
rived every bleſſing of my exiſtence from 
that worthy patron's bounty. He ſent me, 
ſo ſoon as the laſt melancholy offices were 
performed, to Daviſon-Hall in the charac- 
ter of houſe-keeper, and for ſeven enſuing 
months I heard of him alone in benefits; 
for, by his no leſs ſingular than unhoped for 
exertions, many debts were recovered, 
which I had deemed loſt; and beſtowing 
the poſt of Quartermaſter upon a young man 
in the corps, on condition of his allowing 
me twenty pounds a ycar for life, the an- 
nuity and many other valuable articles were 


mine, 
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15 
mine, within the firſt twelve months of my 
widowhood. 


Tavs far of myſelf, Miſs Jemima, as a 
preface, and perhaps a definable preface to 
the information you wiſh to obtain, which 
begins as follows: 


Tux father of Mr. Daviſon had been 
brought up at the ſame ſchool with the Ma- 
Jor, and was endeared to his friendſhip by 


an agreeable turn of teinper and an excel- 


lent heart. They entered the army nearly 
about the ſame time, but their chances for 
promotion were as diſſimilar as patronage 
and unſupported merit could render them. 


Tre Major, all liberality, preſſed his 
friend to accept of a vacancy he would 
have purchaſed for him in the regiment to 
which he belonged, but the young gentle- 


man's ſpirit was too high, infomuch, that he 


preferred going abroad independent in a 
marching regiment, to ſtaying at home un- 
> nn 


16 1 „[. 


der the moſt alluring auſpices of obligation. 
His wiſe, for he was married before he left 
England, accompanied him; and it was 
months before my Maſter recovered the 


ſorrow of their departure. 


For five years, Miſs Jemima, they had 
not ſeen each other; when, who ſhould 
drive up the avenue in a poſt chaiſe, but 
Mr. and Mrs. Bateman, with the little Da- 
viſon blooming as a cherub in their hand. 


Tux Mayor's joy would have been too 
much for him, unalloyed by the viſible de- 
clining ſtate of his beloved friend's heelth, 
in conſequence, as it proved, of a wound 


received by him when on a reconnoltering 


party; and which had obtained him permil- 
ſion to viſit his native country. Maiter 
Daviſon, then in leading ſtrings (for he was 
born at Carolina) was conſigned to my care, 
and remained at the Hall whilſt my maſter 
attended Mr. Bateman to every place 
of promiſe {or the re-eſtabliſhment of his 

heelth 6 
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health; holding danger, fatigue, expence, 
as nothing in compariſon with that moſt in- 


tereſting Object. 


Ir AuIXA's tears began again to flow, ſhe 
lifted her eyes to heaven, but whether in 
thankfulneſs or diſpair Mrs. Wellon was 
unable to diſcover before ſhe was intreated 
to go on with her hiſtory. 


My maſter one morning, reſumed Mrs. 
Wellon, by knocking and ringing no lels 
ſuddenly than early at the court-yard gate, 
threw me into an agitation and anxi-ty that 
impelled me to be one of the firſt to open 
It. 


WLLON up! ſaid he cheerfully, I am 
glad of it; (but obſerving my appearance) 
though I believe, added he, I am indebted 
for your perſonal reception of me at fo un- 
ſeaſonable an hour, to the kind alarm my 
impatient demand of admiſhon occaſioned 
you. | 
An 
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An Sir! cried I, your voice is the voice 
of peace; but your countenance — has not | 
0 your countenance ſtrong lines of ſorrow? | 


1 : : 

Will! BATEMAN 1s dead, replied he; how fares 
Will his boy? but I recolle& you have the ſu- 
ir perintendance of him, and am therefore 
Wl certain! | | 
3 s 


—— — 


F ALas Sir! ſaid I, if the tendereſt care- 

| could avert diſeaſe or lengthen life, ſhould 
| either poor Mrs. Bateman or myſelf have 

been now widows. . | 


You muſt, my good Wellon, ſaid he, 
with a quickneſs that plainly told how dif- 


mm *iaty * 8 * 
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1 ficult it was for him to preſerve his compo- 
ſure, you muſt give me a few moments at- 
i tentive hearing. 
ll | | 
Wi He fat down, and inſiſted on my doing 
| | the ſame, without the ſmalleſt regard to the | 
| l ſtrange figure I had made of myſelf, by my 
bit haſty manner of putting on my clothes; but 

| though 
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though his heart and ſoul were too intenſe- 
ly wounded for him to perceive either the 


= cauſe or effect of my reluttant compliance, 


I am aſhamed to tell you, Mils [emima, 
how reluctantly I ſeated myſelf before him, 


from the force of cuſtom, or female vanity 


(I will not take upon me to ſay which) not- 
withſtanding the melancholy tidings I was 
. he had to relate. 
You was not born (faid this ever kind and 
mdulgent maſter) or educated, I] well know, 
with the proſpett of ſerving, but I will ren- 
der your ſervice light if you can reconcile 
yourlelf to the name. I read your ſenſible 
reply, continued he, without permitting me 
to ſpeak, I read it in your face, and little 
matters it indeed by what name worthy and 
laudible induſtry 1s diſtinguiſhed. But, my 
good Wellon, the queſtion betweenus is now 
become, not whether you can ſtoop to the 
commands of a maſter, but whether you can 


ſubmit to receive a miſtreſs. I ſtared, Miſs 
Jemima, with all the eyes I had, and he, 


without 


* 
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without appearing to note my aſtoniſhment, 
proceeded. 


Tux wife of my deceafed Bateman had 
my beſt eſtecm, this her own excellence ob- 


tained from me; but the widow of the man. 
] loved equal to my cxiftence is initled. 
to all the foftening the ſoothing accommo-: 


dations, under her preſent cireu »Nances, I 
am able to procure for her. {er fortune 
is ſmall, her ſenſibility be. ber 
_—— would to heaven, thereſore, I could eſ- 
ſentially obviate her conſequential inconve- 
niences. There is, however, but one offer 
I can with propriety make her, or ſhe with 
decorum accept: the uſe of my houle, the 
nurſery of her infant fon; until time has ſo 
far healed the ſtrokes of misfortune, that ſhe 
can determine how to diſpoſe of herſelf. 


I av come therefore, continued the Ma- 
jor, all theſe miles for the purpoſe of enga- 


ging your good ofhces for this unfortunate 


Lady. The occupation of my houſe, I 
with 
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| with pleaſure feel will include all the need- 
| ful for the time being. Spare not then I 


beſeech you, as you tender my ſatisfaction 
and approbation, my purſe: your diligence, 
whatever you can deviſe, that will be grate- 
ful and agreeable to her: but, above the reſt, 
ever more preſerve a delicacy of manner, 
that may prevent her diſcovering ſhe is ſuch 
an'abundant object of our united attention. 
You have your full commiſſion now before 
you; except that, with the little Daviſon 
along with you, I muſt beg that a carriage 
may be diſpatched to convey her to the 
Hall, where, unleſs ſhe bids, you will not 


again behold me, while ſhe condeſcends to 


make it her place of reſidence, 


1x a word, Miſs ſemima, I thought, ſaid 
Mrs, Wellon, I could perceive the Major's 
friendſhip for the living was at leaſt as 
heart-felt as his friendſhip for the dead, and 
had an immediate, though confuſed, pre- 
ſentiment of future events, 


My 


My maſter took only a diſh of chocolate, 
and ſet off for his regiment; but did not, it 
proved, make any progreſs in his journey 
until he ſaw Maſter Daviſon and I were un- 
der way; yet unknowing as I was of his 


condutt in that point, my reſpect for his or- 


ders were ſuch, that every poſſible means 
had been uſed to expedite our departure; 
the coachman was unluckily gone to the 


next town, and Maſter Daviſon in ſo ſweet | 


a ſleep, that however retarded for near an 


hour by his abſence, I could not, on the 


- child's account, be diſſatisfied. 


Ms. BATEMAN had been prepared by 
letter to expect us, and I ſoon found 
ſhe was a deep and ſincere mourner for her 
huſband; nevertheleſs, the comforter I 
brought her was irreſiſtible; and you, Miſs 


Jemima, who know the ſoftneſs of his tem- 


per, and the winningneſs of his addreſs, will 
caſily conceive how his infant attempts muſt 
ſteal upon, muſt harmoniſe her heart. 


W E 
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Vr returned ſafe to Daviſon-Hall, and 
l was her conſtant companion; for eighteen 
months we never ſaw the Major; he wrote 
Wo me regularly once a week, and received 
my faithful report of the family welfare; 
but, poor Gentleman, his love was of that 
kind which overawes its poſſeſſor, beſides 
his reverence for the memory of his loſt 
friend, and fearful of a refuſal-he could ſo 
ill bear, he lived upon hope, though with- 
Tout probability from his diſtant ſituation, 
of ſome happy moment offering for a decla- 
ration. Wonderful this; but true, Maſs 
Jemima, as wonderful; that all the recom- 
mendations he could boaſt, rather reitrain- 
ed him from, than encouraged him to act 
according to the dictates of his wiſhes, 


8 
1 


Accip EN however at length did the ſo | 
uch deſired buſineſs. Your father, Miſs 
Jemima, and mother were old acquain- 
tances ſrom their youth up of Mrs. Bate- 
man. 


'Wirt 
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Wirn great talents and greater virtues, 4 
your father had, it ſeems, vainly ſought to | 9 
riſe in the Church: one of his pariſhioners, Y 
therefore, at a ſmall re&ory, whoſe brother F 
belonged to the Major's regiment, happen- i 
ing to hear the chaplainſhip thereof was 


likely to be vacant, adviſed him to pulh all 
his intereſt to obtain it; and, amongſt the 
reſt, Mrs. Bateman was applied to by this 
kind young lady in favour of her well- 
known and highly eſteemed friends, for her 
interceſhon with the Mayor. 


Mus. BATEMAN would have given worlds 
the application to her had been ſpared.— 


our father had indeed her beſt wiſhes for 
ſucceſs, but to treſpaſs on the Mayor's gene- 


roſity of temper, was what her delicacy for- 
bade. A ſecond leiter of intreaty arrived, 
when-the affair, by dint of obſervation, com- 
ing to my knowledge, ſenſible as I was how 
much I ſhould pleaſe my maſter, I contriv- 


ed to get them both into my poſleſſion, and 


incloſed 


al 
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W incloſed them with all the particulars I 
could colle& for his information. 


NEVER was diligence and attention ſo 
abundantly extolled or ſo liberally reward- 
ed; the kneeling world could not have been 
more ſucceſsful than this intimation of Mrs. 
Bateman's wiſhes; your father, Miſs Jemima, 
was not only appointed to the chaplainſhip, 


but, together with your mother and yourſelf 


(then an infant in arms) were immediately 
ſent by Major Jones to Daviſon-Hall to 
pay their thanks, and ſpend a few weeks 
with their patroneſs. 


BLESSED, bleſſed intelligence, cried je- 
mima; then I alſo was born before the Ma- 
Jor was acquainted with my mother. 


Wuar you can mean, ſaid Mrs. Wellon, 
you beſt know, by your ſtrange queſtions, 
and ſtrange comments on my anſwers. 


C PROCEED. 
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Poco, ſaid Jemima, you ſhall not 1 b 
be uninformed at a proper opportunity, Y d 
ge 
Mrs. BATEMAN was, ſaid Mrs. Wellon, 5 b 
moſt agreeably ſurpriſed by this incident, 
but could not imagine, ſhe repeatedly affirm- i 
ed, how the Major came to the knowledge e. 
of her friendſhip for Mr. and Mrs. Daven- Hh. 
port, your father's name, Miſs Jemima; the he 
viſit was however enjoyed by all parties, pl 
my maſter's health toaſted twice every day, ¶ ni 
with an applicable ſentiment; and, to con- pe 
clude the whole, you became Maſter Davi- us 
ſon's beloved companion in the nurſery. i B: 
I need not add that Daviſon-Hall was con- 
ſtituted the happy home of both the one and 
the other of you cver ſince. pe 
| lik 
Ar the end of a month, your father took Haff 
his lezve to aſſume his office of chaplain- M tic 
{hip, and I failed not to make the Major fo. 
acqua inted with every tittle that paſſed; but M mi 
the ladies remained inſeparable, until atM on 


length the Major hoping, ſuch a thing might 


be 


ot be fairly mentioned, wrote out his heart's 
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KEE defire to your mother, intreating ſhe would 


WE exert her utmoſt influence with her amia- 
In, | ; 
nt, 


ble friend in his ſervice. 


MRS. DAVvENHPORT communicated the 


contents of this letter to me, and profeſſed 
her ſurpriſe that an advocate ſhould tlien 
be wanting in ſuch a cauſe; nor did J ſcru- 


ple to own how much I marvelled at the 


nice and painful delay my maſter had im- 
poſed upon himſelf, and we were both of 
us beyond meaſure anxious to hear Mrs. 
Bateman's determination. 


Msxs. BaTEeman ſoon relieved our ſuſ- 
pence; ſhe knew the value of the offer, and, 
like a woman of honour, ſcorned to trifle; 
after ſome neceſſary, though ſhort prepara- 
tions, a glorious day I called it, was there- 
fore appointed, and your father, Miſs je- 


mima, beſtowed the nuptial benediction up- 
on them, 


C 2 O MisS 
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O Miss Jemima! how vain and wicked 
a thing it is for any one to preſume to ſay, 
this will make me completely happy, or 
that will make me completely happy; for 
who could have foreſeen that the Major, 
after ſo bright an event, was deſtined alone 
to taſte the cup of affliction. Mrs. Jones' 
health however viſibly declined; ſhe went | 
to Bath, to Briſtol, to the South of France, 
without effect; her fine eyes loſt their luſ- 
ture, her beautiful complexion was deſtroy- 
ed, and ſhe departed this life before the ex- I 
| piration of the ſecond year of her ſecond h 
marriage, and left my maſter in a ſtate of in- 


ha ad acc 


| ; deſcribable diſconſolation. 
=: | d 
| Your father and mother never, for four 
- o o .*.. m 
long months, quitted him; and ſuch was their th 
_ tenderneſs and attention, that, if they had te 
been indebted to him for their exiſtence th 


as well as their proviſion, he muſt have be- 
come the highly obliged perſon; in a word; d. 


{i vecily doubted he could ſurvive. tut 


Hr 
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Hz would talk of nothing but his wife's 
graces, his wife's excellencies, and a thou- 


WE ſand times proteſted ſhe was the very wo- 
man an Epitaph of Mr. Pope's charatteriled, 


by ſaying, 
Underneath this ſtone doth lie, 

As much virtue as could die; 

Which, when alive, did vigour give, 

To as much veauty as could live. 
Nor was there indeed a means of drawing 
him out of his melancholy reveries, but by 
the mention of ſome recolletted inſtance of 
her perfection of temper, form, or conduct. 


My maſter's uncle, Mr. Richard Jones, 
dying at this period, he bid adieu to the ar- 
my, incloſing his commiſſion, as a deſerved 
tribute, he ſaid, to the braveſt and beſt eſ- 
teemed officer in the whole corps, though 
then a ſubaltern; and retained your father 
in his houſe at a handſome ſalary, in the 
double capacity of domeſtic chaplain, and 
tutor to Maſter Daviſon, for by his uncle's 
death his wealth was immenſe; and ſuch 

C 3 kind 
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kind regard did he pay to that young gentle- 
man's future proviſion, that he made him 1n- 


dependent, even of himſelf, at the age of 


twenty one. 


Two more years paſſed away, and the 
Major was evidently getting the better of 
at leaſt the ſeverity of his grief, when 
your worthy father, Miſs Jemima, whoſe 
pious prejudices would not permit him to 
approve of inoculation, took the ſmall pox, 


a moſt envenomed ſort, which, by its fatality 


plunged the whole family again into una- 
vailing lamentatian. 


Mxs. DavetnyeoRT, your mother, fear- 


Teſs of her own ſafety, was unremitting in 


her care of him, until the diſeaſe compelled 
-her to become a patient alſo; her bed was 
however brought into the ſame apartment, 
and her anxiety and deſpair about her huſ- 
band's life, ſo abundantly endangered her 


oven, that ſhe was both blind and delirious 
for ſome days beyond his peaceful death and 


ſolemn 
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E folemn interment in the ſame vault with Mr. 
| and Mrs. Bateman, and where the Major 
E ardently deſired his remains ſhould be depo- 
W ſited, whenever called upon to join them in 


eternity. 


JEuINA wept, but inſiſted upon it Mrs, 


Wellon ſhould not ſpare her feelings; my 
heart, ſaid ſhe, is gratified, Won nature 
is pained; I never before heard a ſingle 
circumſtance. of my. unfortunate, my ſuffer- 
ing, my neareſt relatives, eicher living or 
dead; the Major in compaſſion concealed 


them all from my knowledge, no wonder 


therefore that I cannot withhold a few filial 
tears; but proceed. 


My maſter, reſumed Mrs. Wellon, was 
ſcarcely a remove from a madman; the 
next that took the infection was yourſelf, 
and, for the general comfort, light was the 
attack and tranſient your indiſpoſition; 
Maſter Daviſon was the only happy perſon, 
his infant age protecting his mind from diſ- 

C4 | treſs, 
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treſs, and his having had the diſtemper in 
America, ſecuring his health on this occa- 
fion. 


Mrs. Davtxneorrt loſt not her life; but 
her face, which the Major had been heard 
to ſay was only inferior to her friend Mrs. 
Jones', was totally changed, nor could her 
ſpirits ever be revived; nevertheleſs, the 
Major loved her. loved her, as he often 
told me, before ſuch a thought entered her 
head, for her conjugal feeling and affettion, 
ſo lively, ſo exemplary, he ſaid, and mani- 
feſted even at the hazard of all that was 


dear and valuable, her health, her beauty, 


and her exiſtence, and reſolved to fill up 
the meaſure of his liberal mindedneſs by 
devoting himſelf and fortune to the ad- 
vancement of her future happineſs. 


Fox your ſake, Miſs Jemima, and to 
give you a claim upon the Mayor's heart 
beyond the common ties of acquaintance, 
&c, was the only prevailing argument my 
maſter 
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3 maſter hit upon: her unaſpiring mind was 

W unintereſted by his pecuniary advantages, 

Wand her affections buried in the grave of 
her huſband. gh 


Her maternal motives leſſened not the 
value of her conſent in the Major's eſtima- 
tion, who led her to Church, and promiſed 
himſelf ſome ſucceeding days of tolerable 
felicity. But this promiſe, like his union 
with Mrs. Bateman, proved falacious; a 
ſore throat carried your mother off within 
five months after her marriage, and Maſter 
Daviſon, then five years old, and you, Miſs 
ſemima, barely three, have been all the 


: tag vorld to him of treaſure and conſolation to 
| 4 his day. | | 4 


AND on the ruins, as it might be called, 
ontinued Mrs. Wellon, ( Jemima forbear- 
ng to ſpeak leſt The ſhould interrupt the 
oncluſion of her ſtory) of your family was 


ice, : , 
dank Ar. Levet's good fortune built; for Mr. 
25 .cvet was a young boy your father was 


G5 accuſtomed 
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accuſtomed to take notice of long before 
he pronounced him, in the hearing of Ma- 
jor Jones, a very promiſing genius, with an 
inclination for the church. 


Tuls was enough to obtain him my mal- 


ter's ſupport; he ſent him accordingly to | 


the univerſity, where he was purſuing his 
ſtudies at his noble patron's expence, when, 
on the death of his firſt and firm friend, 
your father, he was called upon to be- 
come his ſucceſldr. 


H1s youth, however, for he was not quite | 


nincteen, induced the Major to wait two 
years for him, at the end of which he was 
inveſted with what had been made his right; 
took his deacon and other orders duly at 
the hands of the proper biſhop, as he be- 
came qualified ſo to do; and had he been 
only an honeſt man, there could not have 
been a happier man in his majeſty's domi- 
nions. 
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I Have only to add, ſaid Mrs. Wellon, 
that a ſomewhat of a jarring upon my maſ- 
ter's feelings, I could never comprehend, 
was the leading ſtep to your being ſent to 
ſchool, and Maſter Daviſon to the univer- 
ſity, and what made it very remarkable was, 
that it took place of the moſt charming flow 
of ſpirits ever enjoyed by him fince the 
loſs of his firſt lady. As things have ſince 
turned out, I am, however, much of opinion, 
it was ſome ſtroke of generalſhip in the 
prieſt to have you and your ſuppoſed bro- 
ther ſeparated; for, that the Major might 
ſolace himſelf with every exertion of your 
infant arts for his amuſement, and poſſeſs 
himſelf of your entire affections, you were 
brought up from the immediate era of your 

mother's death, as brother and ſiſter, and 
the abſolute offspring of your father-in-law. 
The Major, Miſs Jemima, in my hearing, 
having declared to Levet that he wiſhed 
you no longer to conſider each other in that 
near point of relationſhip; for, ſaid he, to 
me afterwards, though I will never attempt 
C5 | te 
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to control their inclinations, I will fave 
them from looking back with regret to the 
innocent deception that now prevents their 
thinking of each other; let them once be 
free, Wellon, to chuſe, and we ſhall foon 
ſee the genuine bent of their hearts. 


TzMINA's face was inſtantly overſpread 
with the deepeſt ſcarlet, and Mrs. Wellon 
was not without her concluſions, but reſu- 
med. What I have related paſſed in the 
morning, and it was ſettled that your birth | 
ſhould be revealed to you; in{tcad of which, 
ſo rapid and ſucceſsful were Levet's ma— 
nœuvres, that I received orders before 
breakfait the next day not to breathe a 
word tõ either you or Maſter Daviſon of the 
matter; and it was immediately propoſed 
to you, to go to Mrs. Hillman's ſchool, and 
to the young gentleman to viſit the univer- 
ſity. | | 


Bur you ſeem profoundly thoughtſul, 
Mils Jemiuay.taid Mrs, Wellon; ſo thought- 
| | ful 
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ful that I repent telling you what I have 
done; beſides, to my misfortune now it is 
too late, I recollett that I have for the firſt 
time in my life diſobeyed my maſter's com- 
mands. You do not anſwer me, you per- 
ceive not, I verily fear, that I am in the 
room with you. What! what, my dear 
young Lady, can all this mean? 

TEMIMA was indeed ſo loſt in meditation, 
as to be guilty of the whole charge Mrs. 
Vellon brought againſt her, but ſtarting 
up, Mrs. Wellon, ſaid ſhe, I have great ob- 
ligations to you, nor will I longer detain you 
from your repoſe; you have cleared up 
every point to my entire ſatisfaction, and 
to-morrow you ſhall receive the hiſtory of 
my (now thank heaven paſſed) diſtreſs and 
apprehenſions. 


Ms. WELLON wiſhed the young Lady 
a good night, but ſuch was her honeſt and 
friendly curioſity, that ſhe would have 
preferred hearing what Miſs Jemima had to 
| relate, 
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relate, to ſleep, notwithſtanding the night 
was far advanced. 
Or all the monſters of adi and 
iniquity, ſurely, ſaid Þwima, Levet 1s the 
| greateſt; and ſo ſaying] ſhe endeavoured tò 
compole herſelf to reſt. 


* 
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CHAPTER III. 
AN INTERESTING TALE. 


. firſt thing the Major recolleQed» in 


the morning, was his happineſs in having 


| Jemima for a companion; the ſecond, that 
ſhe had promiſed to unfold a tale, which, 


by her infinuations, was full of injuſtice and 
alarm. To the breakfaſt table he therefore 


ſummoned her, and bade her begin to relate 


what he was impatient to hear, without ei— 


ther preface or introduttion; thoſe fore- 
- runners of evil tidings only ſerving, he ſaid, 


to damp the fortitude and irritate the ſen- 
ſibility of the auditors. Wellon attended 


as uſual, her expectation on tiptoe, for ſhe 


loved a good tory at her heart, however 
replate with danger or diſtreſs, though her 
humanity always pronipted her to wiſh both 
the one and che other happily over before 
the account thereol reached her car. 


I, 
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IT is now, ſaid Jemima, an year and an 
half ſince Mr. Levet (the Major was petri- 
fied at the mention of his name) on one of 
my ſchool receſſes, thought proper to pro- 
feſs his admiration of me. I ſtared at his 
freedom, and checked it with ſuch ſeverity, 
that I hoped it was all at an end. 


To Daviſon, as well as to yourſelf, Sir, I 
would gladly have communicated the mat- 
ter, but apprehending my vanity alone 
might ſuggeſt a perſeverance in an attach- 
ment my diſpleaſure had wholly ſubdued, 
I determined, and by the change in your 
countenance my dear Sir, am convinced 
wiſely determined, to forget the affair. 


Ax ſo effeQually did I forget it, lulled 


imo ſecurity by his artful reſpe& and dif- 


tant attentions, that when the name of Levet 
was on Thurſday laſt announced to me, 
concluding he came from my father, I flew 
down with unſupprefled joy to receive 

him. | 
| Mxzs. 


v. 
ra 
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MRS. W=z110N and the Major exchan- 
ged a look of aſtoniſhment and diſmay, and 
the young Lady proceeded. 


Ox entering the parlour into which he 
had been ſhewn, I was, however, much cha- 
grincd to hear he had no letter for me. 


You are, Miſs Jemima, ſaid he, bowing 
low, (as I am ſince certain to cover his own 
confuſion) you are to wait upon Major 
Jones immediately; the buſineſs is impor- 
tant, and I have brought a chaiſe for your 
conveyance. 


AND not one line, Mr. Levet; not one 
paternal line? 


Cour it be neceſſary, replied he; do I 
not ſtand ſuffi ciently high in eſteem at Da- 
viſon-Hall to have my commiſſion much 
rather complied with than doubted! 

STILL Sir, ſaid I, with an emotion that 

| viſibly 
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viſibly diſconcerted him, ill your not pre- 
ſeming me with a kind letter ſurpriſes me; 
for it was always my father's cuſtom to give 
me his beloved commands in writing. 


You reſuſe me then, Madam, ſaid he, the 
conſequence of eſcorting you to the Major! 


be it ſo; 1 will inſtantly attend him, and 


proclaim the diſgrace of my embaſſy. 


I BEGAN to fear I Had acted wrong, and 
therefore, with all the cheerfulneſs I could 
aſſume, replied, I heſitated only, Sir, I did. 
not abſolutely decline going. 


Ex cleared up at theſe words, and was 
very near taking hold of my hand; but 
drawing back as if he had ſtumbled, ſaid, 


your condeſcenſion, Madam, has got the 


better of my intended reſerve, and I will 
own to you, your father was not capable, 
by a ſudden and violent attack of the gout, 
to write to you, and thence alone your diſ- 
appointment. | 
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TkIs information had the deſired effect 
on my feelings; my ſelf concern gave place 
to filial au xiety, and I became as forward 
to ſet off as himſelf: yet again, happily for 
me, his looks diſpleaſed me. Could his 
heart, had it been in the right place, have 
been ſo much at eaſe, as his countenance 
beſpoke it to be, when his friend, his bene- 
factor, was 1n torture! 


Hap Mrs. Wellon, thought I during a 
ſilence which inſenſibly took place, been 
ſent for me upon this occaſion, the voice 
of truth alone would have reached my ear; 
but Mr. Levet could not, and therefore 
ſhonld not by me be implicitly . confided 
a | 
ANOTHER change marked his feelings 
diſappointment and impatience by turns was. 
viſible. I will only, ſaid I, bid adieu to 


my companions, Mr, Leves; and will thert 


go with you. 


TAE 
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Tak head teacher at Mrs. illman's 
ſchool, continued Jemima, is a moſt jenfible 
and amiable young woman, and to her I 
had imparted Levet's boldneſs, and receiv- 
ed in return a thouſand cautions to be 1pon 
my guard. A few words were ſufficient to 
give her a full comprehenſion of what I 
wiſhed to do; and it was ſeitled by her 


that a man ſhe could rely upon ſhould on 


horſeback follow the chaiſe in the leaſt ſuſ- 


picious manner, reconnoitre our move— 


ments, and, if neceſſary, protect me from 


deceit or outrage. 


Ir was inſtinet, it was inſpiration, cried 
the Major; and you muſt not, my ſweet 
child, let me forget her claims upon us in 
return for ſuch an high ſervice. 


Hap Levet, reſumed Jemima, never at- 
tempted to make love to me, he had ſurely 
upon this occaſion carried me whereſoever 
he pleaſed; but I could not forget or for- 
* his daring, fo far as to meet him tete a 
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tète upon friendly icr115, hiich was the ſole 
baſis of my apprehe nous as well as of my 
ſecurity. | 


Tx1s important matter being clearly un- 
derſtood by us, ſo ſoon as we conceived a 
ſufficient time had elapſed for the man to 
be in readineſs, I joined Mr. Levet in the 
parlour, who conducted me from- thence 
with an air, I thought, of ſelf-congratula- 


tion to the chaiſe, and away we drove to- 
gether. 


Tux Major groaned, Mrs. W ellon wi 
ped her eyes, and the young- Lady pro- 
ceeded. og | 


Wr had not got above a hundred yards 
from the door, before I felt I knew not 
what of alarm. I did not like his caſt of 
features, I did not like his voice, and he 
appeared beyond meaſure to conſtrain him- 
ſelf in the reſpect he paid me; it was not 
to be endured, ſo putting my head out of 

"46 


46 J „ . 


the window of the carriage, under pretence 
of taking a laſt view of the ſpot I had quit- 
ted, I had the relief to perceive the man on 
horſeback was behind us, and ſat down by 
the wretch with unimaginable compoſure. 


Ar TER a ſilence I neither wiſhed nor at- 


tempted to interrupt, having rattled down 


a lane which removed us, I ſuppoſe he flat- 
tercd himſelf from every poſſibility of aſſiſ- 
tance, he very abruptly turned to me and aſk- 
ed when I had heard from Maſter Daviſon? 
I replied, the preceding morning. Will you, 


Madam, favour me with a fight of his letter? 


I proudly anſwered, No. His eyes {ſeemed 
to flaſh fire; and wherefore ſhould you re- 
fuſe, ſaid he, if unconſcious of wrong? J 
diſdained to anſwer him. — Poor deluded 
lovely creature he called me, has then that 
wicked man opened his deſigns upon your 
knowledge? I contemptuouſly turned my 
head away from him. — You are neverthe- 
leſs brother and ſiſter, ſaid he, though the Ma- 
_ Jor'siniquitousavariceandambition prompts 
him 
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him to wiſh to ſink the relationſhip in a 

marriage between you, between his own 
actual ſon and daughter, that his undivided 
7 fortune may be your's. 


DaxtNc infinuation, exclaimed J, your, 


- and my benefattor, Sir, has too upright a 
n WE ſoul to deſerve the moſt diſtant reflection; 
t- on your own head therefore be the blame 
"A in this inſtance. | 


WUuEREVER the blame may fall, replied 
he unmoved, the puniſhment and the diſ- 
reputation will be all your own. Here me 
then, Madam, for I will this once (ſorcibly 
ſeizing both my hands) compel you to hear 
me; my voice 1s your deſtiny which heaven 
ordains I ſhould thunder in your - ears; 
there is no ſafety for you but in flying con- 
tagion; your father 1s a hardened, your. 
brother an enamoured villain; fly chem 
therefore, and you fly perdition; it is your 
only alternative, | 


I THOUGHT 
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I Trroucurt I ſhould have ſwooned! 
and whither, ſaid I, a little recovertag my- 
ſelf, (for my whole ſoul revolic« at the idea 
of crediting a word he uttered) admitting 
what you tell me to be true, O whether am 
I to fly for ſafety? I am, to your certain 
knowledge, dependent for eycn my daily 
bread upon Major Jones' bounty; was 
there guilt nevertheleſs in the connexion, I 
would not heſitate to renounce it; the ſa— 
crifice of my carthly hopes of happineſs 

ſhould unrepiningly be made; but ſurcly 
juſtice, ſelf-preſervation, gratitude for pit 
unnumbercd kindneſles, all, all require I 
ſhould be well informed of theſe iniquitous 
facts, as you very properly ſtyle them, be- 
fore I ſuffer them to operate upon my con- 


duct. 


Is this your love of virtue, Madam, re- 
turned he, your purity of ſentiment, to 
balance, though but for a raoment, whether 
you ſhall fly with your deliverer, or join 
hunds with infamy, with inceſt! Daviſon 

: Jones, 
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Jones, the inſinuating, the reſiſtleſs Davi- 
ſon Jones, Madam, whatever you may have 
heard to the contrary, is your own brother, 


bk. nd 


I xzveRr heard a doubt of it, replied T, 
until from your lips; no one has breathed a 
diſavowal of our conſanguinity in my pre- 


0 ſence; can you then expect me to make a 
1naſty transfer of my confidence? what 
4 years, Sir, muſt I know you, before the 
i, MW meaſure of your friendly offices can equal 
ly what I have received from Major Jones, 
af} and how long muſt you talk to me, before 


4 you can have told me half the kind things 
Mr. Daviſon has ſaid to me? what, there- 
fore, am I to judge from a foul, and at pre- 
ſent, unaſcertained report, or the abundant, 
the manifold experience I have had of una- 
bating goodnels, and unremitting affection. 


HE let go my hands, but ſeizing them 
again the next moment, your mother, Miſs 
Jemima, ſaid he _— 
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Is, cried I, a Saint in heaven, and worſe, 
than ſacrilege ſhall I deem any aſperſion 
on her ſpotleſs memory. 


Major Jox ks notwithſtanding, return- 
ed he tauntingly, found means to melt down 
her ſuper-refined principles, and be aſſured 


ſhe was all to him her fair friend, Mrs. 


Bateman, had been before her. 


SACRED ſpirits, cried I, without know- 
ing the nature of what I uttered beyond 
the heart-felt invocation, ſacred ſpirits of 
two moſt amiable and highly injured. wo- 
men. O! if it be poſſible by ſome miracle, 
however deftruttive to my perſonal ſaſety, 
let your innocence be manifeſted. 


Tux age for miracles, ſaid he, in the ac- 
cent of cool irony, is my my ſweet girl, 
paſt, except the miracle of ſubduing your 
inſidelity reſpecting the facts I have rela- 


ted, for of theſe deeds of turpitude and 


darkneſs, 
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darkneſs, you can and ſhall receive indubi- 
table teſtimony. 


I wiLL not however, returned I, receive 
it from you, for to what purpoſe, Sir, ſhould 
I from you receive it, ſince Mr. Levet is 
the laſt man on earth to whom I would owe 
an obligation; need I then tell you in other 
words, that was I never to behold Daviſon- 


Hall more, I would not accept of any aſy- 
lum you could offer me. 


InsvLTING he called me, kiſſing my 
hands at the ſame time in deſpite of all my 
endeavours to prevent him; but I ſuppoſe, 
added he, you have been informed, in the 
language of Shakeſpear, what a deal of ſcorn 
can become that lip, and thence paur it ſo 
implacably on my head; we ſhall, however, 
ſoon arrive at a place of explanation, and 
of courſe, reconcilement. 


Wutxre then are we going, exclaimed I, 
almoſt breathleſs with terror! 


D 2 To 
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To London, replied he, calmly, that city 
of ſhelter and repoſe, 


AnvD what name, Sir, demanded I, do 
you give to this inoſt unjuſtifiable conduct? 
The PORN you have —— upon 

me has 


Pur me, the happy Levet, in poſſeſſion 
of a lovely prize, ſaid he, and I am with all 
convenient ſpeed proceeding to {ing -te 


deum. 


STILL we vent on at a violent rate, and I 
was overwhelmed with apprehenſion, 


Tux abandoned man, ſaid he, taking ad- 
vantage of my ſilence, from whoſe wicked 
machinations I will guard you whillt life is 
lent me, is a living evidence that vice is 
progreſſive; for, when he ſupplanted poor 
Bateman in his wife's affections, he little 
thought himſelf capable of abetting inceſt 
in his own offspring; the occaſion was, how- 
| every 
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53 
ever, too tempting for his reſiſtance; his 
intrigue with your mother, to which you 
owe your birth, for until the period of that 
intrigue ſhe remained childleſs, bound his 
intereſt ſo equally between you and your 
brother Daviſon, that he ſuffered every con- 
ſideration, both human and divine, to fall 
before his deſire of your mutual enjoyment 
of his immenſe fortune. 


% 


AnD can you, Sir, ſaid I, think it poſſible 


a man ſo benevolent of heart, ſo upright and 
ſo juſt inevery other inſtance, could be cap- 
able of degenerating into ſuch— 


O vs, perfectly poſible, Miſs Jemima, 
replied he, and J will tell you wherefore.— 
The refinements of gallantry have no limi- 
tations; ſo having very commodioully per- 
ſauded himſelf to believe he had a right to tri- 
umph over the virtue and the honour of his 
friend's wife, it was the next argument on 
the liſt, to ſolve his conſcientious ſeruples 
reſpetting the union of blood, to aſſure him 
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54 
his natural children might be diſpoſed of 
in whatever manner the inclination of their 
illegal father might dictate; when, having 
got thus far, it was but reverting to the 
primitive times to find reconciling prece- 
dents, and to learn therefrom that the diſ- 
tinttion of kindred was a mere political de- 
cree for the preſervation of good order and 
diſcrimination of family claims; to ſubdue 
every doubt, or if per chance a doubt re- 
mained, the man of gallantry and the Athe- 
iſt's creed touching at certain points, annt- 
hilation is the infallible opiate, and all is as 
it ſhould be in his enlarged and unfettered 
opinion of men and things, 


I TREMBLED in ſilence, and he proceded. 


Mxs. WELTIoOx, your good, your valua- 


ble, your beloved Mrs. Wellon knows all 


this to be true, ſaid he, as well as I do, and 
yet continues to live very ſoberly and con- 
tentedly under the roof of her worthy mal- 
ter; may it not therefore be very fairly con- 

cluded 


A © — as 
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cluded chat me is his moſt obedient hum- 
ble ſervant, no leſs in ſecret than openly in 
the public eye, to all intents and purpoſes 
of obedience. 


Poor Wellon! ſaid the Major, ſo his un- 
hallowed lips could not forbear nee | 


her name allo, 


Hz has ſtruck, reptied Mrs. Wellon, at 
all, without wounding one of us; and may 


his arm and voice evermore prove as impo- 


tent, as where our ſafety and reputation are 
concerned. 


AnD from this altogether, ſaid Miſs Je- 


mima, he proteſted it was that he firſt turn- 


ed his thoughts tenderly towards me. That 


you was lovely, cried he, my heart confeſſed; 
that you was innocent, my heart believed; 
and that your danger was inevitable, every 
circumſtance conſpired to proclaim, whilſt 
under that diabolical roof; you will pleaſe 


* 0 
however, Madam, to recolle& the manner in 
24. which + 
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which you received my kind overture; chil- 
ling, forbidding, repulſive haughtineſs, was 
the only return J received, which plainly 
told me, that to ſerve you, I mult have re- 
courſe to what you deem deception and vio- 


lence, and truſt to your good ſenſe and , 
good principles, at ſome future period, for , 
grateful acknowledgments. Then endea- : 
vouring to take, what he affirmed were 
merely affectionate liberties, I had the ſuc- 
ceſs to diſengage one of my captive hands, P 
as he ſneeringly phraſed it, and with a quick q 
movement letting down one of the front T 
glaſſes, bid the driver ſtop; the fellow look- 
ed at Levet inſtead of me, it was apparent 
for orders, and being authorized by a nod, Ml * 
ſo far from obſerving my requeſt, gave his lo 
horſes a cruel laſh, which almoſt, I fancied, 
trebled their ſpeed. 
8 im 
Now. — now, thought I, the moment of to 
deliverance or deſtruction, is arrived; and of 
this ſtate of torturing undeciſion ſhall ter- the 


minate; then drawing a white handkerchief 
from 


of 
ind 
Ler- 
hief 
"OM 
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from my pocket, I waved it out of the fide 
window, the ſignal it was appointed the 
horſeman ſhould receive when my ſituation 
was rendered infupportable; but waved it 
much rather deſpairingly than with hope, 
until, in a ſecond or two, I beheld him up 
with us. 


des . 
LEVET was confounded; who is that im- 


pertinent fellow, ſaid he, and whereſore 
does he regard us wich ſuch inſolent obſer⸗ 
vation? 


He is my guardian angel, replied I, and 
will not fail to deliver me from my peri- 


lous condition. 


He ſhall not approach the chaiſe with 


impunity, faid he; the contents of this piſ- 


tol, brandiſhing one, in terrorem, before my 
eyes, ſhall be lodged in his body, if he has 
the audacity to approach. 


I'sHRIEKED and fainted, and on recover- 
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ing my ſenſes, had the ſatisfaction to find 
my ſelf ſeated in a cloſe wooden chair by the 
toll-houſe fire ſide. 


Vo are ſafe, Madam, cried a young 
girl, gently wiping my face with her coarſe 
clean apron; but the bad gentleman has 
made his eſcape, and my father has fought 
manfully in your defence, and I have wept 
oceans of tears over you, for we believed 
you was quite dead, but now all is happily 
over, and not a fingle hfe has been loſt. 


You revive me indeed, ſaid I, accepting 
a glaſs of water from her friendly hand, but 


how ſhall I be able to proceed on my jour- 


ney? 


Wx have a chaiſe waiting, replied the de- 
lighted girl, delighted at my recovered 
health and ſpecch, and father ſays if ſo be 
you wiſh it, I ſhall attend you home. 


I EMPTIED my purſe on the table as an 


earneſt, 


— 


tic 
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earneſt, my dear Sir I preſumed to ſay, of 
your future fayour, for well do I know 


your liberal heart, and told her I ſhould re- 
Joice to have her company. 


Sus bluſhed, and caſt a comparative, a a 
conſcious glance of inferiority at our dreſs; - 
I bid her diſregard the outſide, as I always 
did, where the mind was amiable; and 
finding with pleaſure that my truſty guide, 
or rather friend, the horſeman, had rein- 
forced himſelf with a young fellow well arm 
ed for my better protection, I re-entered the 
carriage with hope and confidence, and was 
ſoon conveyed ſafe to Daviſon-Hall. And 
thus, my dear Sir, ſaid Jemima, ends my 
alarming adventure, an adventure that has 
obtained me, through the medium of Mrs. 


Wellon's good nature, a wonderful account 


of your character and conduct, and ex- 
changed the ties of blood, for thoſe of gra - 
titude, of admiration, of ſpontanevus affec- 
tion. | 
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WriIlox has then, ſaid the Major, em- 
bracing her, told you all ſhe knows of your 
birth and my marriages, ſhe has thereby 
ſaved me the trouble of a long detail, and I 


will this evening ſet before you the leading 


circumſtances to the events with which ſhe 
has made you acquainted, and aſk you in 


the mean time what you have done with. 
your toll-gate friend. 


SHE is in my room, ſaid Mrs Wellon, and 
appears to be a kind and docile girl; how 
will you pleaſe, Sir, to have her. diſpoſed 
of ? | - | 


Sux ſhall, cried the Major, be Jemima's 
waiting maid, and we will accept the good- 
neſs of her intentions for firſt rate abilities; 


you will not, Wellon, refuſe her all the in- 
ftruQion in your power. 


Mas. WEIIOV declared her readineſs to 
undertake her, and the Major paid her. en- 
ttance-money, as he termed the douceur he 


pul 


ſed 


1a's 


les; 
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put almoſt by dint of ſuperior ſtrenght into 
her hand, ſhe averring it was very hard he 
ſhould inſiſt upon paying her for indulging 


her own inclination. 


ALL that, ſaid the Major, is very well, 
but you muſt know, Mrs. Wellon, I chooſe 
now and then to prove to you, that your's is 
not the only liberal heart in the ſamily.. 
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' CHAPTER IV. 


A VERY SHORT CHAPTER, BUT OF CONSI- 
DERABLE IMPORT TO THE READ ER. 


Los help me, Madam, faid the young 
girl, when made acquainted with her good 
ſortune, who could have dreamed of my 
coming to ſuch honour and glory only for 
doing as I would be done by! beyond 
which I had not an earthly thing in my. 
power. 5 h 


AND that is the very reaſon, replied 
Mrs. Wellon, that you are fo amply re- 
compenced; for the firſt and mightieſt per- 
ſon could have done no more. The gul's 
ſimplicity was too great for her to be able 
to comprehend this dottrine; the magni- 
tude of the ſervice, nor the utmoſt exertion 
of the individual being with her the ſtrik— 
ing objett, COS: 

Tus. 
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Tux Major ſent princely gifts to all thoſe 
who had taken an active part in his child's 
deliverance, and in particular to Miſs Vin- 
cent the teacher, by whoſe judicious and 
affe ctionate care ſhe was ſo much indebted 
for her ſafety and welfare, together with a 
preſſing invitation that ſhe would ſpend the 
next {chool receſs at the Hall; an honour 
ſhe aſſured him in a note of thanks the 
would not fail to enjoy. 


Ros INA, the name of the young cottager, 
proved a ſource of endleſs entertainment. 
Every thing ſhe beheld was ſo marvellous, 
and fo grand; ſhe bepitied the beautiſul car- 


d pets for being trod upon, and was in agonies 
>- KM on ſceing ſilver pans burning over coal fires; 
r- ſhe moreover courteſied to every creature 
Ps ſhe met, and would have been put to death 
i rather than go down ftairs before her maſ- 
2 ter, as ſhe called the ſteward, though he re- 
on peatedly told her ſhe was wanted below, and 
k- that ſhe could make three times the ſpeed 


H ſhe let him follow her; in a word, this 
Lb; moſt 


—_ 
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moſt gentle, uncontending, and obliging 
girl in every other inſtance, was as immov- 
able and impenetrable as a rock where ſhe 
conceived her reſpett for her betters re- 
quired ſhe ſhould oppoſe them; but as no 
virtue could be conſidered as a vice by this 
benevolent family, fo no well-meant zeal, 
however troubleſomely exerted, was con- 
ſtrued into a fault. She was accordingly 
inſtruted, though unbenefited, by all P 
around her; and ſo firmly perſiſted in the 
| cauſe ſhe would apprehend to be right, that 
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it was at length the general opinion ſhe : 
would continue to be wrong all the days © * 
her life. | 
Ar tea in the afternoon the Major was K 
all ſpirits and happineſs. It is, as you ob- : 
ſerved on your arrival, Jemima, ſaid he, a A 
bad world, and ſlander, and calumny, and . 
villainy ſtalk at large, and ſhoot out their *® 
barbed arrows at will, but we will ſo con- Y 


duct ourſelves, on a plan now floating in 
my brain, and of which I ſhall be glad to I} ** 
| take 
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take Wellon's opimon, as to defeat and 
diſappoint the intrigues of darkneſs, when- 
ſoever, or whereſoever formed or devil- 


ed. 


JEMIMA, from a hint in this ſpeech, took 
an early opportunity of withdrawing, and 
Mrs. Wellon, whoſe awakened curiolity 
would not permit her to depart from the 
premiſes until the announced intention of 
her maſter's communicativeneſs was fulkl- 
led, contrived to trifle, when ſhe ceaſed to 
be employed, until the Major, perceiving 
they were alone, addreſſed her in the fol- 
lowing words: 


My mind tells me, my good Wellon, that 
the wiſeſt ſtep I could take, if once at a 


certainty reſpecting the children's affections, 


would be to marry them at once, and free 
them from all danger of loſing each other; 
for I do not think there is more excellence 
in the human character than both of them 
poſſeſs; they indeed appear born to be 

united. 
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united. — Mrs. Wellon was all attention, 
and the Major proceeded: 


Lv Er has great abilities, and ever note 

it Wellon, when a man of abilities is not 

actively good he will always be actively 

wicked. How he can hereafter annoy us 

I am not capable of conjecturing, but 

ſhould he turn his {kill to plots and wiles, 

what bulwark can we ſo effectually ſet up 

againſt him as the marriage of theſe young 
perſons. | | 


UNTIL a woman is diſpoſed of, conti- 
nued the Major, there 1s hope, the enter- 
priſing and the vain will tell you, but ma- 
trimony all muſt confeſs to be a fence not 


eaſily broken down, as ſhe mult have a de- 


praved foul indeed who can liſten to over- 
tures that originate in vice and muſt be 
ſucceſsful with infamy. 


I KNow ſomething of the world, Wellon, 
and ſomething, I perſuade myſelf, ſaid the 
| Major, 
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Major, of the human heart; and believe me, 
neither the one nor the other is half fo 


bad as prieſts and hy pocrites take Pains to 
6 paint them. 


y I, REPLIED Mrs on, have every 
18 reaſon to think favourably of life and man- 
at kind, for, except the loſs of an excellent 
8, huſband, my peace has been uninterrupted, 


and fair and amiable the characters with 
which I have been connected. 


Tux world, replied the Major, is in a 
great degree what individuals chooſe to 
make it. Oppreſſion excites diſguſt; in- 
juſtice, reſentment; ill will, diſhumour; 
pride, contempt: he, therefore, who would 
paſs his days with tranquility and honour, 
muſt ſo condutt himſelf as fo be approached 
with pleaſure by his friends and dependents, 
a ſafe companion to the one, a benign pa- 
tron to the other. How then, let me aſk 
lon, I you, unleſs ſurrounded by monſters in a hu- 
| the ©] man form, how could he ſo conducting 
ajor, | himſelf 
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cernment cannot decide. 


himſelf fail to have ſocial and delightful 
intercourſe with perſons of all deſcrip. 
tions. 


An Sir, ſaid Mrs. Wellon, where the 
diſpoſition is ſuch as you are poſſeſſed of, 
how little difficulty then appears to be in 
doing what is lawful and right, and gene- 
rous and excellent: but though goodneſs 
will attract goodnels, and that the worthy 
part of the world will on all occaſions ad 
worthily, yet there will Levets ſpring up 
in every community to diſgrace the human 
ſpecies, and to evince that neither educa: 
tion. nor example has power to bind the 
evil paſſions, or to regulate and correct evil 


propenſities. 


How Levet came by his iniquitous in- 
clinations and iniquitous arts, I grant you, 
ſaid the Major, is a point our utmoſt dil- 
The advantages 
were all on the fide of well-deſerving ; J 
know not a ſingle inlet of malice, deception, 

or 


lo] 
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or criminality, that was open to him: what 
then muſt be concluded were the materials 
of which his heart was compoſed, to pro- 
duce the enormities he has committed, 


I BtG your pardon, Sir, ſaid Mrs. Wel- 


lon, but ſurely we ought not to ſuppoſe the 
Author of all Good the author of any ill. 
If his heart was made up of the turpitude 


he has ſhewn in his actions, is it properly 


his fault, or is it not rather his misfortune, 
that we behold him the diſhonour and the 
bane of virtue. 


Far, far from my idea, Wellon, returned 
the Major, is your inference; but you ſeem 
to forget that every individual has oppoſite 


| impulſes in their breaſt, the light and ſhade 


of nature; and therefore that we grow up, 
according to the ſelf-cultivation we adopt, 
either valuable, uſeful, and eſtimable mem- 
bers of ſociety, or the terror, the ſcourge, 
and the reproach thereof, But to return to 
o matter in queſtion, 
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Tux firſt great concern before us is, a 
diſcovery of the true ſtate of Daviſon's and 
Jemima's inclinations, for ſuch diſcovery 
muſt be the baſis of my proceedings towards 
them. 


Ir I have any ſkill, Sir, in the female 
heart, replied Mrs. Wellon, I think Miſs 
Jemima's inclinations would ſuſtain no vio- 
lence by your deſired diſpoſition of her; but 
as to the young gentleman, his behaviour 
has been at all times fo truly brotherly, I can. 
not ſpeak ſo clearly on his part. 


How! cried the Major, are you aware, 
Wellon, of the frightful diſtinction you are 
making between theſe young perſons' con- 


duct? Could Jemima _— 


Yxs, Sir, Miſs Jemima's face, you ſhall 
know it, replied Mrs. Wellon, was all over 
of the deepeſt crimſon, which I take to be 
no token of Gdiſlike, when I told her Mr. 
Daviion was not her brother; from which 

incident, 


lin 


WII 
eye 
let 
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incident, and which alone I have preſumed 
to draw concluſions. 


VERY good, very good, ſaid the Major, 
you no delight inſtead of terrifying me; we 
muſt, however, bring them both to proof; 
ale and as it will in all probability be the proof 
iſs of the moment, I have only to beg you will 
ſeem to believe me ſincere, let whatever con- 
. tradictory traits to all you have known me, 
our! become viſible in my conduct; for your 
an ſeeming belief will be the grand hinge on 
WH which my manceuverings will turn. 


Poor Mrs. Wellon was much chagrined 
to find that this telling her nothing was te]- 
ling her all it was neceſſary ſhe ſhould be 
made acquainted with; but as her malter's 
will was her law, ſhe reſolved to keep her 
hanſſ eyes and cars about her, that ſhe might not 
over let the opportunity flip by unimproved, on 
o bel »bich perhaps ſhe might be belt capable of 
Mr rendering herſelf ulctul, 


which 
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CHAPTER V. 


INCIDENTS. 


- 
1 breakfaſt the next morning the Major 4 
thus addreſſed Jemima, and commanded i g. 
her attention. 

I'wiLL not, ſaid he, my dear child, ſtoop M 
fo low as formerly to diſclaim the guilt Le. ca 
vet has thought proper to charge me with, m. 
but, in return for your narrative of his con- ¶ ter 
duct, give you a plain, a ſimple, an intereſt- tre 
ing, and an affecting, ſighing deeply, ac- 1. 


count of thoſe years of my life previous to Tin. 
my family connections, as will beſt explain 

wherefore you find me what I now am; 
Wellon, however, our common friend, from my 
being intitled to a voice in the ſenate, has an. 
a right to be well informed of the nature gir 


and all the tie of the point on which ſhe will} ahe 


1} _ 


or 
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be called to decide: her generoſity has hi- 
therto taken my merits upon truſt, but 
henceforth ſhe ſhall know me, for what you, 


my Jemima, I perſuade myſelf will conſi- 


der me, a man more ſinned againſt than ſin- 
ning; ſo be ſeated, Wellon, and lend me 
your attentive ear, for I will nothing exte- 
nuate, and am confident of being ſecure 
from having aught ſet down in malice. | 


My peculiarities of temper, ſaid he, fo 
ſoon as all was huſhed and adjuſted, were 
carly contracted; for my father, the heir of a 
man of faſhion, with ſhattered finances, was 
tempted to marry the daughter of a wealthy 
trader, who looked upon title.as an equivo- 
lent for an immenſe ſum of money, and an 
infallible ſecurity for conjugal felicity. 

His error was however ſoon conſuted; 
my father returned to a life of diſſipation, 
and my mother, little more than a ſchool 
girl, finding rank no cure for either an 
ahcing head or an aching heart, reſided 
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altogether at the family manſion, and having 
juſt ſufficiently mixed with the polite world 
to be convinced of her own irreparable diſ- 
qualifications for becoming a member there- 
of, made a world of her own; until at length, 

_ dividing her care and kindneſs between her 
nurſery and her humble neighbours, ſhe 
degenerated, as her huſband phraſed it, into 
a Lady Bountiful, and as ſuch, was ridicu- 
led by the rich, and adored by the poor, to 
the utmoſt verge of her connections and 
concerns. | 


My father was ſo far plunged into the 
whirl and extravagance of high ſcenes, that 
he had his opera girl in keeping, and fre- 
quented the gaming table; my mother of 
courſe was an object of attention with him, 
(becauſe only then an object of remem- 
brance) when bis ebbing purſe demanded 
new draughts upon the overfiowings of her 
father's coffers. | 


Tux man of commerce once however 
thoroughly 


* N 1 | 75 


thoroughly awakened from his dreamof oran- 


deur, became, on every reiterated applica- 


tion, leſs and leſs inclined to pay for. plea- 
ſures, neither the honour nor the enjoyment 
of which his daughter was permitted to ſhare; 
his hefitation threw his Lordſhip into ſullen 
diſcontent, his abſolute denial into unap- 
peaſable anger; bitterneſs was retorted by 
bitterneſs for ſome time between them, 
when at length, in conſideration of my mo- 
ther's being his only daughter, the cit pro- 
poſed taking her and her unborn infant 
home, for ſhe was then pregnant ſor the 
fourth time, though only one ſon, (the 


preſent Lord Paiſley) ſurvived; and in or- 


der that the heir of the family might not be 
wholly deſtitute of proviſion, though he 
allowed him, becauſe bred up amongſt them, 
to live with his grandee relations, redeem- 
ed a part of the Paiſley eſtate to be enjoy- 
ed by him at the age of twenty one; whillt 
he was endeavouring, he ſaid, to teach 
himſelf and his unfortunate child to forget 

E 2 they 
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they had been ſuch lunaticks as to match 
with quality. | 


A Hos at Enfield, continued the Ma- 
jor, was fitted up for my mother's reception, 
at which houſe I was born, and where my 
mother ſolely reſided. Night, however, 
brought her my grandfather's company, who 
regularly concluded his evening's harangue, 
though his daughter's tears never failed to 
flow, as ſhe tenderly loved my brother, 
with obſervations upon the folly and the 
ingratitude of the nobility, and the bleſſ- 
ings, the importance of trade; and ſo 
ſoon as I was born claimed ſuch unbound- 
ed right over me, that he had me chriſtened 
Daviſon Jones aſter his eldeſt ſon and him- 
ſelf, and vowed I ſhould not be called by 
any other, or educated in the quality ſtrain 
let what would be the conſequence. 


Ix his own way, however, he was ex- 
tremely fond of me, nor did he ſuffer one 
Lord Mayor's ſhow to paſs of which I was 

| | | not 
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not a ſpeQator, particularly enjoining me 
to remember upon every ſuch occaſion the 


large fortunes acquired by the Aldermanic 


body; and with all my infant powers to 
contraſt the weight of their wealth with the 
nothingneſs-of an empty title: in order to 
obviate which impreſſions my mother would 
not only ſecretly obſerve to me that good- 
nes of heart and merit of conduct were con- 


fined to no rank, for that where the princi- 


ples were noble, nobility was moſt amiable; 
and on the contrary, that a narrow mind 


and vicious morals rendered the moſt enter- 


priſing and the moſt ſucceſsful ſon of com- 
merce deſpicable; but in order, as ſhe-ſaid, 
that brotherly affection might not be extin- 
guiſhed in my heart, made a point.of having 
me conveyed to St. James's each enſuing 
drawing room day, to the royal birth days, 
where I was taught, by her friend, to look 
up to greatneſs as only inferior to the Di- 
vinity himſelf. 


BESIDES my uncle Daviſon Jones, then 
> a at 
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at New Vork, my mother had a ſecond bro- 
ther, a boy about fifteen years old, in the 
counting-houſe in England, whereas Davi- 
ſon the eldeſt fon, then on the verge of ſe- 
'ven and twenty, was in a counting-houſe at 
New York, the chief wealth of which cen- 
tered in their family. 


RIchARD, who was a youth of great 
merit but Confined education, continued 
the Major, was permitted to viſit his ſiſter 
and play with his nephew at every interval 
from buſineſs; during the number of which 


he ſeveral times ſaw his little was to be Lord. 


ſip, as my grandfather always jeeringly 
called my brother, and heard anecdotes 

of high life that to him were very entertain- 
ing; for though he wiſhed not himſelf, he 

ſaid, to mix with it, as he well knew he was 

not maſter of the converſatian talents re- 

quiſite, yet was he in no degree ſurpriſed 

certain minds ſhould be caught by the ele- 

gance of appearance, and the poliſhed man- 
ners 
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ners which diſtinguiſhed the eaſt from the 
welt quarters of the capital, 


My young uncle, the name I gave him 
ſo ſoon as I could ſpeak, loved me tender- 
ly, and fancying I was born to figure away 


at court levees, and have the honour of 


kiſſing his Majeſty's hand, prevailed upon 
my mother to let me learn to dance, (a thing 
proteſted againſt by the old gentleman as 
the firſt ſtep to idle wiſhes and wild hopes) 
as allo to beſtow fome French leſſons upon 
me. 


He never came down without filling his 
pockets with buns and books, and the firſt 
were the reward of my reading the laſt, (as 
Lord Ogleby calls it) with good emphaſis 
and good diſcretion, and to him I owe all 
I have acquired of hiſtorical and polite in- 
tormation; for my mother took a religious 
turn in conſequence of her diſappoint- 
ments, and by religious documents wean- 
ed herſelf from every vanity, except what 

E 4 clung 
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clung ſo cloſe to her heart that the hand of 
diſſolution could alone remove it, the de- 
fire of living to ſee my brother a Lord; and 
happy was it for her that the title of your 
Ladyſhip had no charms for her ear, as my 
grandfather would never permit the ſound 
to be heard in any houſe of which he con- 


ſidered himſelf as maſter, ; 


UNFoRTUNATELY one holiday, conti- 
nued the Major, I believe it was on Good 
Friday, which with him not a little aggra- 
vated the criminality of the attion, having 
found the outward doors open, my grand- 
father detected Richard in the act of dan- 
cing a minuet with me. His rage was in— 
temperate; he accuſed the worthy and man- 
ly youth of puppyiſm and ſeduction; you 
are a fop in grain, ſaid he, to him, and are 
endeavouring to poiſon a mind that would 
have done honour to the metropolitan an- 
nals; but I am glad of the diſcovery, your 
brother Daviſon deſpiſes all theſe ornamen- 
tal, theſe opera kind of tricks, and ſhall 

alone, 
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alone, therefore, have the ſpending of my 
money; and this is all the poor child will 
have to thank you for, though you have 
hoped to make him a ſplendid als like the 
reſt of his grandee relations. 


RIcHARD was ſpeechleſs; to hear of 
diſpleaſure that affected his own intereſt 
alone, gave him ſmall diſturbance; he well 
knew from what beginnings his father had 
riſen to the affluence he poſſeſſed, and 
feared not to obtain in any other counting- 
houſe, the advantages he was denied under 


the paternal roof — but to hear he had 


robbed me of proviſion, an innocent and 
unoffending child, and that too by ſo harm- 


leſs an incident, the colour forſook his 


cheeks, and my mother thought he would 
have fainted; he left the room ſo ſoon as 
he was able without reply, and my hard- 


natured grandfather cried, aye, aye, let 


him chew the cure, we ſhall ſee who is to 
be maſter, he or me; he may toll as I have 
done, and get an offspring in like manner 

„ a 
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to oppoſe and croſs him in the favourite 


wiſh of his heart, and I will then aſk him 
how he finds himſelf, for till then he will 
not be enabled to give me a juſt and feeling 
anſwer. 


I was ſo hurt by my young uncle's diſ- 
grace, that it ſeems, continued the Mayor, I 
could not be brought out of the pouts, and 
began to think money literally and truly the 
root of all evil. My grandfather was more 


and more irritated; Richard had loſt him 


the child's affections, he ſaid, in an angry 
and loud accent, and declared he would 
never pardon him. 


I rLEw from my hiding place at theſe 
words, and kneeling before him, wept and 
kiſſed his hands, as my mother often told 
me, in a moſt touching manner. 


Trov young difſembler, cried he, this 
will do at the other end of the town, 
but we in * city diſtinguiſh between the 

love 
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love of our purſe and the love of our per- 
ſons; ſo riſe and att an inſinuating part no 
longer. I find it has been to little purpoſe 
that I have laboured to make you honeſt, 
and called you Daviſon Jones; you are a 
Paiſley by nature as well as by birth, and 
incapable of becoming a worthy metropo-- / 
litan. 


Tr1s produced an agony of tears; and 
he walked about the apartment in much 
diſcompoſure. Is it for yourſelf, demanded 
he at length, your uncle play fellow, or for 
me, that you bellow thus? 


Forctve.us both, cried I, good Gp for-- 
give us both, and my whole heart can and 
ſhall be your's. 


WII, well, returned he, ſoftened, but 
not without mental reſervation, you are a 
good boy, and ſo may call your uncle; we 
will all of us be friends, and let me hear no 
more of it, | 1 

E 6 RBicunARD- 


84 M 


RicHaARD returned in an inſtant, and a 
reconciliation was patched up; but ſo true 
was the old gentleman to his character, that 
on his deathbed he left both Richard and 


myſelf to the generoſity of his darling, and 


alone made my mother independent. 


I was twelve years old when this event 
happened. Mr. Daviſon Jones came over 
from New York upon the occaſion, and 
proved to be a kind relation. He gave his 
brother ten thouſand pounds to begin the 
world with, and me five thouſand to buy me 
a commiſhon in the army; for, ſaid he, 
you have, my little nameſake, a ſort of mi- 
litary air, and your introduction into a 


counting-houſe would therefore turn the 


heads of all the young fellows you was caſt 


among, and cauſe endleſs miſchief in the 
commercial walks of life. 


Irn, continued the Major, my 
New York uncle the moſt ſenſible man on 
earth; a red coat and a cockade had 

long 
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long been the ſecret wiſh of my heart, and 
to. have all the (till that moment inſur- 
mountable) impedements removed at one 
ſtroke, made me, I verily fear on looking 
back, rejoice my old and ſtern grandfather 
was no more. 


I was ſent for two or three years to 
Eton, and from thence to the univerſity; 
in both of which ſituations poor Bateman 


was my beloved companion, and I early 


ſet it down on my memory that he ſhould 
participate my poſſeſſions ſo ſoon as they 


became worth his participation; and I had 
every probable, and of courſe flattering 


hope of inheriting large ſums from my 
kind and liberal uncles. 


My uncle Daviſon having ſettled all his 
affairs, and left his brother in a place of 
truſt and honour far beyond his years, took 
leave of us and re-embarked for New York, 
for the declared purpoſe of marrying a 
young lady to whom he had preſumed to 

Ente 
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engage himſelf without his father's ſanQion, 


though it was his fixed refolution never to 
marry her without ſuch ſanction being firſt 

had and obtained, and this perhaps, ſaid the 
Major, much rather from prudential than 
dutiful conſiderations; for he'was well aſ- 
ſured an act of diſobedience would prove 
a mortal ſtab to his intereſt, it being the 
univerſal menace with the old gentleman, 
ee that his children, if they did not pleaſe 
« him by their conduct, ſhould not have 
the ſpending of his earnings, let him kiek 
6 the bucket when he would. 


My mother, continued the Major, was 
perfectly gratified, as well by what her fa- 
ther had left her, as by the agreeable and 
generous behaviour of her brother Daviſon, 
and began to detach her mind in a great 
weaſure from the intenſe devotion ſhe had 
fallen into. Grief, ſe ſaid, had weakened 
her underſtanding, and led her to believe 
that a ſect whoſe profeſſion it was to deſpiſe 


the things ſhe was unable to obtain, muſt 
of. 
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of all others be the beſt for her to al 
in, to ſupport and ſooth the heart of diſap- 
pointment. But that ſhe had not found 


what ſhe ſought; for that on an intimacy 


with many of thoſe moſt celebrated for 
their pious virtues, ſhe diſcovered a want 
of charity, and a diſpoſition to mark with 
ſeverity whatever was done amiſs; in other 
words, that they were wholly deſtitute of 
the glowing principles of benevolence, &c. 
&c. which charatteriſe the ſincere Chriſ— 
tian. She could not therefore continue a 
link of ſuch a chain, and was determined 
in future to live the life of duty as ſhe went 
along, unaided by other leſſons than were 
obtainable by frequenting the eſtabliſhed 
church of England. 


UNCLE Richard and I were overjoyed 
to have my mother's affections reſtored to 
us, as we deemed it; for he would con- 
ceive, and had cauſed me to imbibe the ſame 
opinion, that over religion, as we called it, 


ſhut 
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| ſhut the door of the heart againſt every na- 
tural, ſocial, and amiable ſenſation. Be— 
ware, however, Jemima, ſaid the Major, 
of hanging falſe biaſes upon your judgment 
from what I have ſaid, for the reality of 
things, and the notions entertained of them, 
are often widely different. 


Uxvzx theſe auſpices, for my carlieſt 
youth, continued the Major, had very little 


remarkable in it, I entered the army. Bate- 
| m 
man ſtarted a volunteer, and a Cornetcy 1 
t 


was my firſt purchaſe, my mother obſerv- 
ing that the fon of a Lord could not with 
propriety belong to any other than a regi- 
ment of horſe, wiſhing at the ſame time that 
I ſhould be called Captain Paiſley. This 
both my uncles violently oppoſed, ſaying, 
one child was a ſufficient ſacrifice to a fami- 
ly who never noticed either her or the boy, 
and that if he himſelf could therefore con- 
ſent to be thrown into the frigid and un- 
natural arms of his quality relations, well] 
as they loved him, he muſt bid adieu to, *P 

every 
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every hope of inheriting their large por: 
ſeſlions. 


Tunis ſilenced her, and Daviſon Jones 
remained the only name I have ever been 


diſtinguiſhed by, and ſhall ſo remain to the 
end of my liſe. 


BATEMAN, by my ſecret exertions ſoon 
obtained a pair of colours, and ſorry, le- 
mima, I am, ſaid the Major, to add, that 
this act of friendſhip on my part, laid the 
toundation of all the unhappineſs I have 
experienced; for almoſt immediately after, 
he was deſpatched on a recruiting expedi- 
tion, which deprived me of his agreeable 
company and converſation; and the next 
news I heard was that he was become 
a lover. 


* Sn is a moſt amiable woman,” wrote 
he to me, „ but if ſhe meets not with your 
„ approbation ſhall never be the object of 
* my choice. 1 feel the danger of behold- 

” ing 
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ee ing, and of converſing with her; there- 


e fore, dear Jones, before my heart is gone 
& paſt all recall, let me ſee you, and intro- 


* duce you to her, that you may tell me 


6 what fteps I ſhall purſue.” 


— 


A vx wiſe requeſt this, ſaid the Ma- 
jor, from one young fellow to the other. 


However, in all the preſumption of unen- 


gaged affettion, and unalterable friendſhip, 
I fet off, and on the very evening of my 
arrival, ſaw her, and was undone.. 


Aras! Jemima, continued the Major, 
Wellon can teſtify I paint not with a par- 
tial pencil when I affirm, no woman ever 
had a lovelier form or a more amiable 
heart; but her worth and charms, as a pa- 
thetic ſong ſays, muſt never more return: 
a ſong you will oblige me by learning, for 
] can now hear it with melancholy pleaſure, 
though once it almoſt rendered me diſtrac- 
ted. 


Encompals'd 
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Encompaſs'd in an Angel's frame, 
An Angel's virtues lay; 
Too ſoon did Heaven aſſert its claim, 
And call'd its own away. 
My Anna's worth, my Anna's charms 
Muſt never more return ; 


What now ſhall fill theſe widow'd arms ? 


_ Alals! my Anna's urn. 
r. Sucu are the words, Jemima, and they 
n- thrill through and through my ſoul. Do 


p, you ſuppoſe it poſſible, my child, any man 
could have written them, untaught by the 
anguiſh I have known, the tender anguiſh! 
but we will talk no more of it. 


I was not, continued the Major, I thank 
Heaven, the pupil of Werter, and there- 
fore determined, the firſt poſſible moment 
I could do it with a good grace, to fly the 
contagion, . 


fure, WIL, ah! well, cried I when alone, 
ſtrac· might Bateman tremble for his ſafety. En- 
| chantment ſparkles in her eye, and dwells 


paſs'd on her lips; the ſweeteſt expreſſions, the 


nobleſt 
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nobleſt ſentiments, the advocate of her own 
ſex, the friend of our's. Bateman, Bate- 
man. now are we become equal; fortune 
has indeed favoured me, but in the race of 
heppineſs, how far am I left behind! 
4 | 3 

Ba TEMAN's ingenuous foul was open 
before me. How does ſhe appear to you, 
ſaid he, is it a lover's or a rational eſtimate 
I have made of her merits; do you adviſe 
me to marry her? 


Ir that form was made for deceit, replied 
I, where ſhall we ſeek for the purity the 
beauty of angels! I think her heart as well 
as her perſon a jewel of firſt rate value, and 


rejoice to find that ſucha heart is all your 


OWN. 


Tu honeſt fellow wes too much agi- 
tated to be a nice obſerver, or my looks 
would have impeached the ſincerity of my 


words. | 


I will. 
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I w1LL then, ſaid he, puſh matters forward, 
and doubt not but you will do me the ho- 
nour to go to church with us. 


WHATEVER you can aſk, or I have the 
power to grant, towards promoting ſo de- 
ſirable an union, replied I, ſhall be done. 
I will therefore hold myſelf in readineſs to 
obey your ſummons when you draw ſo near 
the concluſion that the day is fixed. 


No ſounds were ſo diſſonant to my ear, 
as what I had compelled myſelf to utter; 
but I remembered ſhe was his by mutual 
choiſe and previous engagement to my 
knowledge of her, and I ſhould there- 
bore have thought myſelf as culpable in at- 
tempting to ſtand between him in her affec- 
ons, as if {he had been pronounced his 
ife at the altar. ; 


How you diſappoint me, ſaid he, our ac- 
naintance has been long enough to encou- 
ge me to prels for an early day——a fort- 

| night 
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night vill you not, Mr. Jones, have the 
goodneſs to devote a fortnight to ſuch a 1 
cauſe? | q 


I covLD not anſwer, but ſhaking him by fe 
the hand, he took that for conſent, and led wi 
me away to join her in the public walks; 
where, though a large party was aſſembled iſ . 
ſhe ſhone ſtrikingly forth, the faireſt of the anc 
fair. | ple 


1 powers upon theſe circumſtances, je and 
mima, in order to convince you my tender} cell 
neſs for Daviſon Bateman is not the olino ſ 
ſpring of ſudden attachment, or capable Im. 
diminution, but that he was from the ver 
conſtitution of my ſoul what I have al way Fe 
called him, the child of my aftettions, thſthe k 
ſource of all my deareſt conſolation anÞarri 
happineſs. KD. Fiſting 


BaTEMAN, reſumed the Major, after ation 
ſhort ſilence, was perpetually contriving une y 
give me opportunities of drawing her © 
up 


J had diſcovered without his aſſiſtance that 
ſhe could talk, good gods how ſhe could 


by ſo helpleſs, or ſo mortifying a ſituation, as 
ed when converſing with her. 


ed, Ar ſupper he ſeated us by each other, 
the and was delighted to perceive with what 

pleaſure and reſpett ſhe addreſſed me; this 

is the teſt, ſaid he, had ſhe not diſcerned, 
Je and viſibly ſubſcribed to your manifold ex- 
der} ccllencies, there would, my Jones, have been 
> off no ſympathy of ſentiment between us, and 
le off] mult have given up my purſuit, 


| For three weeks was I perſecuted with 
me kindneſs of this amiable pair, before the 
arriage took place; the young Lady in- 


ſting upon it ſo much time was neceſſary 
or preparation; ſhe muſt mean the prepa- 
after ation of her own delicate heart, for her for- 
ing une was too ſmall, and Bateman's too limi- 
her C ted 
up | 


upon ſubjeas of elegant information; but 


talk! and never felt myſelf in ſo au kward, 
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ted to require one day's delay for the pro- 


viſion of bridal clothes or deeds of ſettle- 
ment. 


Tux nuptial morning at length arrived, 
and I believed there coùld not be ſuch ano- 
ther in ſtore for me. But the morning this 


lovely woman exchanged our world for 1 

one more deſerving of her, taught me f. 

my error. May you, Jemima, if ſuch a pe- b 

riod awaits you, as being united to the man. iſ ® 

| of your choice; may you, ſaid the Major, le 

| acquit yourſelf as honourably as this Lady of 

| did, for all that was ſweetly feminine and *' 

i attrattive, marked her conduct. I gave her be 
l to Bateman with my own hand, and was 

if the next morning ſeized with a fever, and | 

my life was deſpaired of. lat. 

1 5 bro 

Mas. Bar EMA was my nurſe, Jemima, len! 

and from her I received all my medicines. War 

She beſought me for her huſband's ſake to — 


be careful of myſelf, for well do I know,! lil 
ſaid 9X1 


4 | duct 
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ſaid ſhe ſmiling, Bateman could give me 
only a divided heart; a heart that love 
will find a comfortleſs manſion, without the 
occupation of friendſhip alſo. 


I RECOVERED, and propoſed bringing 
Bateman into my own regiment, but his 
feelings were too delicate to ſuffer him to 
become what he would deem a tax upon 
my kindneſs; .and not certain whether to 
ſerve the huſband, or to retain the company 
of the wife, was my grand impelling motive 
on the occaſion. I gave up the point, and 
beheld them embark ſor America. 


Time and reflection had, however, regu- 
lated my feelings, inſomuch that it was the 
brother not the lover I was enabled to pre- 
ent myſelf to her on her return; and Bate- 
man's ill health engroſſed all my attention. 


— With his wife I ſhared as T would with 


a ſiſter every ſuccceding and conſequential 
anxiety, and Wellon has told you my con- 
duct ſince he was loſt to me for ever. 
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Tux little Daviſon I had indeed made 
my own from the firſt moment his mother 
put him into my arms, ſaying, here is a 
proof, Sir, an inconteſtable proof of our 
grateful remembrance of you on the other 
fide of the Atlantic; for our child is not on- 
ly your godſon, but has received the name 
of Daviſon Jones; let him then find the ho- 
ped for place in your afftettions. 


Axp Daviſon Jones Bateman, my dear- 
eſt Daviſon is now the only remains of theſe 
lamented friends, and I will ever cheriſh him 
as ſuch; his father's virtues, his mother's 
features mark his origin: and next to him 
is my Jemima's place in my heart; for your 
mother, my Jemima, as Mrs. Wellon has 
informed you, was my Bateman's companion, 
her ſoothing her faithful companion, and 
the wife of my ſecond choice. _— But I have 
unhinged myſelf by theſe tender, theſe 
powerful recollettions of the days that are 
gone, and muſt defer what I have further to 


> Lay 


hiſt 
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0 

— Gig until I have regained my com 

a | 

N = begged Mrs. Wellon would or- 

a ; (rats tables, and witha cheerful- 

* wy ig ich found its way to the Major's 

. reaſt, diſſipated all his painful ſenſations 
and he retired profeſſing her influence over 


him was irreſiſtible. 
ar- 
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'* For the concluſion of Maj | 
hiſtory, lee Page 135. . 
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CHAPTER VI. 


A TENDER DISCOVERY, 


ir Franca being for the firſt time aſſiſted to 
Wi undreſs by her new waiting maid, was high- 
| ly entertained with the blunderings of ex- 
treme diligence this child of nature was 
"continually committing, and brought their 
apology, I had almoſt ſaid their recommen— 
dation, along with them; for there is a charm 
in artleſſneſs, that good minds muſt be inter- 
reſted by, and a ſanctifying ſomewhat in well. 
intending that is always an atonement with 
ſuch minds for ruſtic performances, beſides 
the certain promiſe of improvement genuine 
manners wear, and the full amends a wor- 


Ay 


thy creature makes ſo ſoon as that improve- in 
ment takes place, for every unpoliſhed cr: fot 
ror of conduct. ſar 
he 
tea 


Mas, WELLON had indeed given her re- 
peated 


r re- 
ated 
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peated leſſons, practical ones, about her 
own perſon, but Roſina always atted from 
the impulſe of the moment; and with ſtrong 
ſceling, had ſo large a portion of timidity, 
that the fear of offending deprived her of 
the power of being uſeful, and an ardent 
wiſh to pleaſe rendered her beſt efforts 
awkward and fingular.” 


Tux enſuing morning Jemima, with her 
uſual good humour, which diſpoſed every 
beholder to be good humoured alſo, waited 
a ſew moments for the Major's appearance 
at the breakfaſt table, being now able to 
leave his chamber, 


WurarT! cried he, as he entered, have you 
ſtole a march upon me, Wellon? no foul 
play I hope. Mrs. Wellon courteſied and 
ſiniled in that manner which beſpeaks a 
ſound conſcience more ſtrongly than a thou- 
ſand proteſtations, and the Major ſaying 
he was ſatisfied, Jemima proceeded to make 
tca. 
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We ſhall, ſaid the Major, touch no more 
tender ſtrings; what I now have to mention 
is of the buſineſs nature, (for the concluſion 
of my family hiſtory will keep cool as long 
as we pleaſe) the future happineſs of my 
children, for ſuch Iſhall ever conſider them, 
and ſo with your permiſſion, young Lady, I 
will come to the point at once. — Jemima 
bowed, and the Major being authorized by 
her conſent went on as follows. 


Wir what pleaſure I obſerved your in- 
fant and innocent attachment to Daviſon, 
Wellon can inform you; you were both of 
you lovely children, and the ſecret wiſh of 
my heart was that you ſhould prefer each 
other to the whole world: this wiſh has been 
diſappointed; (Jemima changed counte- 
nance) unfortunately for us all, continued 
the Major, the boy has made a diſtin 
choice; ſhe is however amiable, and will 
not fail to enliven our domeſtic parties, but 
muſt never hope to rival our Jemima in my 

_ eſteem; 


1 
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eſteem; the young Lady ſighed, and fell 
back in her chair. | 


My child, my child, cried the Major, re- 
vive, forgive and look upon me; Mrs Wel- 
lon chafed her temples with hartſhorn; 
wretch that I am thus wantonly, thus cruel- 
ly to ſport with your tender ſenſibility. 


]eMIMa revived, and the Major in great 
haſte, as a relieving piece of- intelligence, 
told her he had only that villain Levet's in- 
formation to depend upon, who being em- 
ployed by him to explain Daviſon his own 
and his ſuppoſed ſiſter's birth, and ſound the 
young man'sinclination,reported,he brought 
him toacknowledge the diſcovery was made 
too late, for that his heart was engaged ; but 
come come my ſweet girl, continued he, we 
will diſcredit ſo ænaviſſt an aſſertion, and Da- 
viſon ſhall, I truſt, ſtill be your own. 


An Sir, ſaid Jemima, ſpare me, I cannot 
ſtand your raillery; but how was it poſſible 
= for 


— 


— 
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for me to be acquainted with Mr. Daviſon's 
excellencies, as J am acquainted with them, 
and when I had loft my liſterly intereſt! __ 


Mx dear good Girl, faid the Major, your 
intereſt to uſe your own words in Daviſon 
Bateman's excellencies does honour to your 
taſte, your diſcernment, your principles; 
fear not then that I ſhall betray you, I have 
quite another card to play with this 1rreſiſt- 
ible youth, for I mean to probe his ſenti- 
ments to the quick, and if he does not turn 
out ſterling worth and ſterling underſtand- 
ing I will forfeit my head, and for this plain 
reaſon, Jemima, ſuch a female as his ſuppo- 
ſed ſiſter, take my word for it, is not eaſily 
to be met with, and I think he would not 
be very forward to attach himſelf to one he 
found her inferior, for hope leads us a fine 
dance on all theſe occaſions. Therefore, 
ſo far ſo good, continued the Major, I will 
write to him immediately, and tell him we 
not only deſire a viſit from him, but that he 
will leave his college gravity behind him; 

this 


my Jemima, love her above her whole ſex, 


Wellon. They are all, an pleaſe your gra- 


ed he, and was walking forward to the 
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this will prepare him to expect a lively party, 
and let me alone for the reſt; he ſhall love 


or here do I forbid the bans, he ſhall never 
obtain her, 1 


Tur Major's letter ſoon brought the 
young Gentleman to the Hall, where the 
firſt perſon he met with was poor Roſi— 
na. 


Hk aſked for his father, his ſiſter, Mrs. 


cious Honour, {aid Roſina, gone to fetch an 
airing. 


Tux are well however, I hope, return- 
breakfaſt parlour. 


Ark, replied Roſina, by God's good 
mercy, your Honour, they are all pretty 
well at laſt, but it was a moot point whether 
your Honour had ever ſeen them more. 

F. 5 DaAvISON 
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Davison was alarmed! have they been 
111? demand he,_—you have put me to the 
torture. | 


Down on her knees, dropped Roſina— 
if I have offended your Honour, ſaid ſhe, 
Fam an undone girl! — Juſt taſted a little 
proſperity, your Honour, and have now I 
fear daſhed the eup from my lips — look 
not ſo angry, or you will kill me by your 
looks. | 


By Heaven! cried Daviſon, you aſk the 
mercy you do not ſhow. Simple, timid, 
ſoft-tempered girl, riſe; I am not angry, but 
agitated; riſe and tell me what has been the 
matter. | | 


NEveR, ſaid Roſina, with folded and 
upliſted hands, never will I riſe until your 
Honour has forgiven me. I put your Ho- 


nour's heart and ſoul to the torture, I that 


owe Every thing to the heavenly-minded 
Mrſs 


197 


t 


1 
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Miſs Jemima, Major Jones' daughter-in- 


law. 


7 


I rOROIVE you heartily, ſaid Daviſon, 
raiſing her, and as heartily intreat you will 
follow me and explain what you have now 


mentioned. I am a friend of the Mayor's, 


of Miſs Jemima, and you may truſt me with 
all the family ſecrets. 


SECRETS! repeated Roſina, for the mat- 
ter of that, your Honour, there are no ſe- 
crets in this worthy houſe, except from the 
young heir, Mr. Daviſon, I think they call 
him, the Major's ſon-in-law. likewiſe, but 
by another wife. But Lord help me, you 
are ſo like a fine young gentleman, that J 
verily thought you were he. 


Dav1s0w.was all impatience to have her 
go on. 


Nav, your Honour's goodnels, ſaid ſhe, 
muſt pardon me there; what I know mult 
F 6 not 


Son 
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not be known to man, woman, or child, it 
ſeems, out of this houſe, until his Major- 


friend, how high and how great a gentle- 
man he is) until he has had ſome ſport with 
his ſon, as he believes himſelf to be, though 
he is no more his own fleſh and blood than 


as much ſo as I, the poor girl who was 
alarmed by her cries when a wicked parſon 
ran away with her. 


By the maker of heaven and earth, cried 
Daviſon jumping up, you will drive me 
diſtracted! When run away with? How, 
by whom run away with? Speak quick, 
for I will know the height and depth of 


my misfortunes. 


AGAIN Roſina fell upon her knees and 
beſought his pardon. I will tell your Ho- 


pened, if you will give me but a calm hear- 
ing. You talk of diſtractien, your Honour, 
I wonder 


ſhip, (and I need not tell you who are his 


Miſs Jemima; and ſhe, your Honour, is juſt. 


nour all, ſaid ſhe, ſtraight forward as it hap- 
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I wonder which of us is neareſt loſing their 
ſenſes; I, that am ſcared, ſo I am, by your 
Honour's jumpings and your Honour's 
oaths, or you that have not heard the tythe 
of the ſad, ſad things which have happened 
Miſs Jemima, 


DavisoN ran to a bell to pull it with 


| violence, but recollecting that if a lively 


plot, as he had every reaſon to believe was 
the caſe, was formed againſt him, every one 
but this child of ſimplicity would be upon 


their guard; and recolletting allo, which 
| was a wonderful circumſtance in the wild 


tumult of his feelings, that if any great ca- 
lamity had befallen Jemima, his father would 
not be much diſpoſed for pleaſantry. He 
turned about to the poor knecling girl, who 
from an impulſe of fear and ſhame had co- 
vered her face with her apron, and told her 
he was ſorry he had frightened her, but that 
now his firſt ſurpriſe was over ſhe had no- 
thing to fear; ſo might ſtand up and ſpeak 
aſter 
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after her own manner without check or in. 
terruption. 


O Tnx glad tidings! ſaid ſhe, inſtantly 
getting upon her feet; I ſhall honour your 
Honour for this graciouſneſs ſo long as 
breath is in my body. 


Very well; very well, ſaid Daviſon, and 
now about Miſs Jemima and the Parſon; 
tell me all as faſt as you can or we ſhall have 
them home, and muſt part never perhaps to 
have ſuch another opportunity. 


Parr, repeated Roſina, yes, by my truly 
muſt we, for the poor and the rich are not 
to join company; though I will be bound 
for it, as my noble, and as good as noble 
maſter, Major Jones your Honour's friend 
ſays, what we want in whirligig airs and 
gimcrack grimaces, we make up in ſimple- 
mindedneſs and an upright conſcience. 


Vo vn obſervation is juſt, replied Davi- 
ſon, 


tin 


* 
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1 ſon, and your reaſoning excellent; ſo now, 
if you pleaſe, we will talk of Miſs Jemima 
and the wicked Parſon. 


] 

4 Ir I pleaſe! alackaday, Sir, cried Roſi- 

as na, what pleaſure have I to call my own? 
the will of my betters is my law, and to 
pleaſure them my. goſpel; and this I'll up- 

nd hold. | 


— 


time, ſaid Daviſon. 


Parſon Levet's fort yourſelf? believe me, 

verily fear you are, to ſay and unſay ii 
this manner; for it is not two minutes age 
that you was telling me, no time would ever 


to me of time to come; and is not this down- 


right Aypocriſy? 


Davisow finding nothing could be 
Javi- E done with her, and (by looking on his watch) 
ſo, , that 
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Wx will talk of theſe matters ſome other 


Av E, Sir, replied ſhe, are you not one o 


be like the preſent, and now you are talking 
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that the Major would ſoon return, pu 
half a crown into her hand, and intreated 
her not to take notice to any one of what 
had paſſed; for to own the truth to you, my | 
honeſt, kind, well-intending girl, ſaid he, I 
am the very Daviſon you ſuſpected me do 
be; yet no alarms are neceſſary; for my 
own ſake I ſhall never ſay I have ſeen you, \ 
and I therefore adviſe you to ſet abou c 
your family buſineſs before my arrival ii e 
known. | ] 


I wilt. do as you bid me, Sir, replied c. 
Roſina, only pray your Honour remember {: 


I am Miſs Jemima's waiting maid; (here ye 
her tears burſt out) yes, your Honou pa 
found me the happy, the dignified, the by 
bleſſed waiting maid of her ladyſhip, bu _ 
God and your Honour only knows whatlf &. 


you will leave me; yet to kill me outright 
would be a hundred and a hundred time: 
more humane than to tumble me down intq ou 
ſorrow and littleneſs, and nothing to kee 
myſelf with. = 
. Daviso! 


itright 
| time: 
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Davisox, as there was no other method 
of getting rid of her, ran out of the room, 
proteſting he would never name her to 
any one either in or out of the houſe, and 
therefore the might entirely compoſe her- 


ſelf. P 


Havine walked into the garden, he 
vainly ſtrove to collect himſelf. Jemima, 
cried he, the beautiful, the amiable, the 
enchanting (he was on the point of ſaying) 
Jemima, not my ſiſter! how ſhall I be able 
to conceal my agitation ?_— but let me be 
cautious; this {imple girl may miſtake the 
fact, may have miſtated it, miſreported it; 
yet how? whercTore miſtake ſuch preciſe 
particulars ve are the Major's children 
by his marriage with two different ladies! 
— my ears will never loſe the ſound! — 


&c. & c. 


Bur here they come, ſaid he looking 


out em the terrace, and I will not ſpoil 


their 


- 
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their amuſement by a premature diſcovery 
of what I have heard, 


SWEET, ſweet and excellent Jemima, I 
am wholly your's. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


A SEVERE EXPERIMENT. 


Tarr he is, exclaimed the Major, I knew 
my letter would bring him on the wings of 
curioſity — and of affection, my dear Sir. 


TJEMIMA and the Major alighted from 
the carriage and entered the garden, and 
before their mutual congratulations on 


their reunion were over, they reached the 
Hall. | 


Wur R is Mr, Levet? aſked Daviſon, 
by way of a leading queſtion; this 1s the firſt 
time, affecting to look around him, I ever 
knew him fail ta give me an immediate 
welcome. 


O avs, ſaid the Major, we have, Davi- 
ſon, a long ſtory to tell you about Levet, 
IAP. and 
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and could only now perhaps tell it you 
with ſafety; for, would you believe it, he 
has had the audacity to make love to 
your liſter. | 


Dav1son ſtarted, the word fiſter jarring 
on his car and on his heart. But where- 
fore, ſaid he to himſelf this diſcord? If my 
ſiſter! will not that certainly chaſe the lover 
from my breaſt, as it was alone the infor- 
mation no ties of conſanguinity ſubſiſted 
between us that introduced a lover there? 


I was prepared for your aſtoniſhment, 
ſaid the Mayor, for well may you be aſto- 
niſhed. But what, my dear Daviſon, would 
have been your agonizing feelings if you 
had known when ſhe was trepanned by his 
artifice from ſchool into his power, at the 
mercy of his conveyance in a poſt chaiſe 
to wherever his iniquity ſhould give the 
word! would not this have been a ſevere 
diſtreſs to ſo affectionate a brother? 
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Davison was on the rack, not on Le- 
vet's account, for it was clear to him his 
machinations had been defeated, but he 
could not look, he could not ſpeak to je- 
mima with eaſe or ſatisfaction, until his 
ſuſpence was removed reſpetting their re- 
lationſhip. At length, finding the Major 
expected him to ſay ſomething, well Sir, I 
beſeech you to proceed. 


- 


Orr he carried her, reſumed the Major, 


and freely he would have treated her 


(Daviſon got up, then ſat down) if ſhe 
had not ſenſibly and reſolutely repulſed 
him — and I can only add, that her deli- 
verance was a miracle, and here you have 
her ſafe and ſound. 


1 ax all confuſion, diſmay ! Sir, replied 
Daviſon.  . Jemima, I-cannot expreſs my 
grief, my joy, my wonder. 


Wur? cried the Major, (winking upon 
Mrs. Wellon, who had officioully ſtationed 
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herſelf behind Mr. Daviſon's PEPE I will 
do you the juſtice to ſay you make but a 
blundering piece of buſineſs of it; whereas, 
if the ſecrets of all hearts were to be known, 
we have moſt reaſon for confuſion and diſ- 
may, and reſentment too: but having con- 
trived to be even with you we forgive you, 


and only beg to be informed who your fa- 


vourite lady is, and what are her letters of 
recommendation. 


Wno? how? what have I loſt? cried he, 


looking wildly. 


A Lapy, replied the Major coolly, I 
had choſe for you (has he not Jemima) that 
would have made us all happy; but as 
what is paſſed cannot be recalled, I have 


determined, as I told you before, to forgive 
you, (have 1 not Jemima?) and only aſk 


to know who the lady is that ſtands between 
my wiſhes, 


I UNDERSTAND you not, Sir, ſaid Davi- 
E ſon, 


pd „% 
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ſon, no Lady has attached me, I brought into 
this houſe an unengaged heart, what fatal er- 
ror can you then have fallen into? what evil 
have you Jemima prepared for me? 


Von lifter prepared evil for you! re- 


plied the Major, a likely ſtory truly; no Sir, 


ſhe would have prepared the greateſt earth- 
ly good for you and for us all if you had 
only given her leave; for, know, raſh and 
precipitate young man, inſtead of your ſiſ- 
ter, if you had not rendered that deſirable 
event impoſſible, by the prediſpoſal of your- 
ſelf, my Jemima, your [Jemima ſhould have 
become your wiſe. She 1s now, however, 
continued he, diſpoſed of in turn, andI have 
ſent for you to aſſiſt at her nuptials. 


Nor my ſiſter, exclaimed Daviſon, and 
given to another! then does not a greater 
wretch exiſt than you have rendered me; 
all the pride the pleaſure of my life was to 
think of her matchleſs excellencies__O! if 
not my ſiſter, wherefore, Wherefore beſtowed 

ö upon 
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upon another! you have undone my peace 
of mind, but you ſhall not poiſon my prin- 
ciples, I will never behold her more! — no 
Sir. _— No Jemima. I will never more be- 


hold you. 


VE RV pleaſantand very civil this; ſaid the 
Major, fo I find I am to bear the blame of 
my intended kindneſs for ever! Was there a 
window, diſconſolate Sir, in your heart, how 
then could I perceive your affections were 
wandering to another. Had you been com- 
municative, you would have found me the 
ſame, and that lovely, and as you juſtly call 
her, amiable creature, would have been your 
reward. 5 | 


Davison now for the firſt moment recol- 
lected what Roſina had ſaid to him, “they 
will have ſport with you,” the ſight of Jemi- 
ma, and the Major's mentioning ſhe was gi— 
ven to another, having driven all that had 
paſſed between him and Roſina out of his 
head; and therefore becoming ſuddenly 

| calm 
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calm begged the Major would relate to him 
how that Lady, for he knew not, he ſaid, 
what name to give her, was diſcovered not 
to be his near relative. 


Wr will turn you over to Wellon for that 
long hiſtory, replied the Major; for I aſſure 
you it is both long and intereſting, yet ſince 


of you perſiſt in your reſolution to be all on 
The the reſerve with us, I ſcarcely ſee what claims 
OW 


you have to our explanations; what ſay you, 
Jemima? 


Ir I knew what would be moſt agreeable 
to you, Sir, anſwered Jemima, I woülg cer. 
tainly ſay it. "2th 


1 
d> + 


I BELIEVE you, I believe you ſaid the 


1 . Major laughing, ſor however Daviſon may 
me be in the pouts, your mind ſeems to be all 
11 1 peace, harmony, and good will towarggien. 
N But why bluſh child, the rogue ofyour heart 
b * is not preſent, if he was I ſhould know how 
4 to be ſilent. | 
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- Tn1s raillery fitting very uneafily upon 
Daviſon's feelings, and looking behind him, 
finding Mrs. Wellon was one of the com- 
pany, he beſought her to attend him to her 
own little parlour, and have the goodneſs 
to relate to him all the particulars the Ma- 


jor's reference to her gave him authority to 
alk for. 


I woulD lay a thouſand guineas, ſaid the 
Major, on Mrs. Wellon and Daviſon's with- 
drawing together; that artful young puppy 
lifts every thing out of Wellon; or ſhould 
that not happen to be the caſe, that your ten- 
derneſs for the ſwęet youth's repoſe will 


prompt you, out of due ſeaſon, to tell him 
all. 


I xxow not, ſaid Jemima, from what ap- 
parent weakneſs you form theſe ſuſpicions 
of me, Sir; but this I do'know, that you 
yourſelf would be very ſorry if his miſap- 
prehenſion of circumſtances was to lead him 

| Into 


— 


into any att of conduct contrary to your 
wiſhes. | 


SOLOMON Was a novice, replied the Ma- 
jor, to the wiſdom my Jemima poſſeſſes. 
I am ſo far at leaſt ſerious, added he, that 
the leſſon love teaches you, friendſhip ſhall 
teach me; for, true it is, there may be dan- 
ger in carrying the jeſt much beyond the 
preſent mark, and therefore, obſerve me 
child, I inveſt you from this moment with 
a diſcretional power to reveal a part, or the 
whole plot to him, when and where you 
may conceive it beſt. 


DavrisoNn, who had drawn from the good 
natured Mrs. Wellon, as the Major had pre- 
dicated, all he wiſhed to know, ſecing Je- 
mima go into the garden, ſet off at an ave- 
nue that he was well aware terminated on 
the ſpot to which ſhe was advancing, and 
conſequently that they ſhould meet each 
other in a ſhort time. 


G 2 Wir 
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WII dovncaſt eyes and meaſured ſtep, 
(for her mind was not ſatisfied with the part 
ſhe had ated) walked Jemima, until, to her 
great ſurpriſe, ſhe was ſtopped, having all 
unconſcious walked into Mr. Daviſon's 
arms. | 
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He retained her not, but begged pardon 
for having alarmed her, the occaſion, how- 
ever, ſaid he, was ſo fair and tempting it 
was not to be reſiſted ; for remember, young 
Lady, the act was your own; I placed my- 
ſelf, it is true, my arms extended before you, 
but you had only to have lifted up your 
eyes, to diſcover and diſappoint my pre- 
ſumption. 


| 


. a CE 
2 * J * 
— — tl ey 


JEMIMA made no reply. | | ( 

| 0 

O JEMuIM AI exclaimed he, after ſome = 
moments” ſilence, what words can ſpeak the * 


magnitude of that miſery J muſt have en- 

dured if you had been loſt to me for ever! 

1 thought you, continued he, when I believed m 
myſelf an 


J. E M I M. As 125 


myſelf your brother, the moſt perfect of na- 


ture's works; if, ſaid I, in my retired hours, 
if I can but obtain a wife worthy of my ſiſ- 
ter's friendſhip, and capable of converſing 
with her, I ſhall be a happy man indeed, for 
Jemima will never cauſe me to bluſh at her 
choice, and if I may compliment. myſelf, 
there could not in ſuch a ſituation be a ſu- 


perior party quarree in the whole univerſe. 


JEMIMA walked on in filence.-- 


Is then, reſumed Mr. Daviſon, the per- 
fections of Major Jones' [Jemima when con- 
ſidered alone as the perfections of a ſiſter, 


formed by Heaven for another, could thus 


occupy my daily and nightly reflections, 
can you not conjecture how I muſt eſtimate 


them, when encouraged to look up to you 


with the fond hope of calling you mine. 


Major JONES, Mr. Daviſon, replied Te- | 
mima — No now, ſaid Daviſon, paſſion- 
ately interrupting her and taking her hand, 
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I have not a doubt remaining, for well muft 
my Jemima be aſſured the ties of nature 
exiſt not between us, when ſhe can teach 
her lips ſuch cold epithets. Mr. Daviſon! 
1 would rather be called Mr. Daviſon by 
my own Jemima, than the moſt tender and 
endearing name conſanguinity (one only 
ſpecies excepted) or her kind heart could 
dilate. 


Ir is ſo ſurpriſmg, ſaid Jemima, ſo new, 
1 Ee an expreſſion to paint 
my ideas, Sir, to find, when I had conceiv- 
ed I had a brother, ſuch extraordinary lan- 
guage as your's, on our preſent interview, 
juſtifiable, that I know not what to an- 
ſwer. | 


Tir me, my Jemima, replied Daviſon, 
what I actually already believe, only tell 
me that brotherly affeftion alone has ever 
been called forth in your heart; I mean 
not where I am concerned, for that is ſelf 


evident, but where the whole race of man- 
kind 
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kind beſides is concerned, (Major Jones 
excepted) and you vill ſpeak peace, and 
joy, and felicity to my breaſt. 


NEED I reply, ſaid the bluſhing Jemima, 
to ſo obvious a point! who have I ever 
been acquainted with, Mr. Daviſon, to ſtcal 
away my. heart, which you now flatter me 1s 
your deſired acquiſition ! for, are you not the 
only young man (unleſs you can ſet Levet 
down for your rival) I have had any oppor- 
tunity of converſing with; but ſurely, Sir, 
it is not kind to leave Major Jones ſo long 
alone. 


IrEEI the juſtneſs of your rebuke, ſaid 
Daviſon, Major Jones is entitled to every 
attention I can pay him; Mrs. Wellon has 
ſet the many fold obligations I owe him before 
me, and he ſhall never have cauſe to call me 
the degenerate ſon of eſtimable parents. 


Dav1soN repaired to the drawing room, 
where the Major immediately told him, that 
„„ as 
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as the jeſt could not be carried farther, he 
had only to obtain Jemima's conſent to be- 
come a bridegroom. 


I navz, you muſt know, continued he, as 
I underſtand from report, for I have never 
yet viſited it, a very beautiful ſeat in Wales, 
and I begin to think an excurſion would 
improve my health; what ſay you then my 


| boy? ſhall we keep your wedding there, or 


will you chuſe to have the ceremony ſafely 
over before we begin our travels? 

I 8UBM1rT theſe points to your determi— 
nation, becauſe I am perſuaded the gentle 
Jemima cannot withſtand our united ſolici— 


tation. 


Mz. Davisox faid his father might eaſi— 
ly gueſs how a voung man would decide, if 
0 ſelfiſh as to conſult his own happineſs 
alone; but that if the delicacy of Jemima's 
mind required time, as ſhe had ſeemed to 
intimate to him it would, to wear out the 

traces 


traces of their long miſtaken relationſhip, 
he was anxious to acquieſce and let her 
time be his. 


Trus, cried the Major, thus does true 
and heart-felt affection evermore diſplay it- 
ſelf; ſelf-love is an appetite that can feed 
upon the wounded feelings; but where the 
heart is touched we are tender of the peace, 
tenacious of the honour, and alive to every 
ſenſation of refinement and ſoft conſidera- 
tion for the beloved object, and are ren- 
dered happy by promoting that dearer hap- 
pineſs; and I now with joyfulneſs affirm, 
was Jemima worth a thouſand worlds, vou, 
my Daviſon, richly deſerve her. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
a RIGHT HONOURABLE OVERTVURE, 


| Roma not being able to diſcover hoy 
matters went, was prompted by the good. 
neſs, the ſenſibility of her heart, to wiſh for 
an opportunity of aſking the queſtion of the 
fine young gentleman who had ſo freely 
queſtioned her, for one good turn, accor-| 
ding to her equitable logic, deſerved ano- 
ther; ſo happening to blunder into the 
library with theſe ideas uppermoſt in her Hf 
| head, where Daviſon was ſeated alone and N Po. 
reading, ſhe making him one of her beſt and 


courteſies, humbly begged leave to know if 
any harm was done? 1 


Davis o for the firſt time regarding her app 
perſon, diſcovered her to be a beautiful wi 


ruſtic, with every attraction of blooming r, 
innocence 


beſt 
Wil 


Z her 
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innocence about her. How dangerous, ſaid 
he mentally, this extreme ſimplicity, how 
lovely her form! Under any other predi- 


cament might I not be tempted to be a2 


villain, and take an equally cruel and baſe 
advantage? but under any predicament my 
heart tells me better things. If then, as the 
preſerver of my Jemima, I do not hold her 
cred, Levet himſelf would be a white 
character to me. 


Tur poor girl ſtood trembling whilſt 


theſe refleQions were paſſing in his mind, 
like a criminal that was to receive ſentence 
af death; and was beyond meaſure tran- 


ported on being aſſured that all was ſafe. 


and well. 


Tux, then ſaid ſhe, I may call myſelf 
cttled in my high office, for if- what has 


happened does not warn me out, I warrant 
[| will take good care of the future; and ſo 
dir, your Honour's ſervant, again courteſy- 


G6 ing, 


* * 
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ing, to the beſt of her abilities; and away 
ſhe tripped with light heels and a light 


heart. 


Juin was much pleaſed with the pro. 
poſed viſit to Wales, and furmihed herlelf 
immediately with Pennant's hiſtory of the 
curioſities, antiquities, &c. &c. thereof; 
and the reſult of her reading was, that ſhe 
pronounced the Welch the wiſeſt, and, in 
conſequence of their wiſdom, the happieſt 
people upon earth; for they trouble not 
themſelves, {aid ſhe, with political conteſts 
and though the actual and illuſtrious Abori. 
gines of Britain, as the height from which 
their anceſtors have been precipitated 1s 
unattainable, prejer content to commotion, 
and tranquility to all the fluctuating ho- 
nours of greatnels. | 


Major Jones ſaid he had many oblige 
tions to the Cambrians; and my grandmo- 
ther, continued he, on becoming the wike 
of a Britiſh citizen, had all her conſequence 

of 
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of deſcent allowed her; but when my grand- 
father's ambitious hopes were finally extin— 
guiſhed by the neglett my mother met with 
from the honourabie family into which he 
married her, he would frequently declare 
how much he deſpiſed the pride and folly of 
thoſe who extorted homage from the weak 
and the uninformed, becauſe a few of their 
antiquated forcfathers had the honour of 


mouldering into duſt within the walls of 


Weſtminſter Abbey; adding, on all ſuch 
occaſions, as a kind of apoſtrophe to me, if 
their extenſion of commerce, my boy, had 
brought them there, indeed their monu- 
ments would have exhibited ſo many ſtimu- 
latives for the happy proſecution of com- 
merce; but when the whole ſecret came 
out of what the proud marble contained, to 


find it amount to no more than the poor 


ſtory that a hot- headed Welchman was 
mouldering there in ſtate, who but muk 
laugh at the egregious abſurdity of raking 
charnelhouſes for fame, and helps to the 
pencil of the herald, for proving the im- 
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portance of the living from the noiſome 
condition of the dead! 


Davison and Jemima talked her deli- 
cate ſcruples over, until ſhe could not deny 


they were more than half ſubdued; which 


the Major was no ſooner made acquainted 
with, conſidering ſuch acknowledgment as 
a full authority for his proceedings, than 
he gave Mrs. Wellon a boundleſs com- 


miſſion in her preparations for the approach- 


ing union of his children, which it was his 
wiſh ſhould precede their intended journey, 
and ſet the lawyers with all expedition to 


work, that their temporal proviſion ſhould 


be fixed as fate. When lo! what ſhould ar- 
rive in the midſt of all this intereſting buſi- 
neſs, but a letter from Lord Paiſley, the 


Major's right honourable, and for years to- 


tally unknown, brother, to tell him he was 
on the point of making him a ſraternal viſit, 


Narva affeftion is ſeldom wholly ex- 
tindt in the worthy breaſt, no intercourſe 


whatever. 
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whatever had paſſed between .theſe near 
relations from the death of their mother, 
the Joneses diſdaining to mix with impe- 


rious nobility ; nevertheleſs the Major ex- 
pected his brother's viſit with pleaſure, for 


he was the ſon of his mother; and as there 


could be little doubt but the ſtay of fo 
great a perſonage would be ſhort, the wed- 
ding was poſtponed for that period. 


I xow recolle&, ]emima, ſaid the Major, 
his brother's letter lying on the table before 


him, that I left my family hiſtory unfiniſhed. 


on a former occaſion; it may not therefore 
be mal- apropos, for the prevention of miſ- 


takes, to wind it up, as a kind of preface to 


your approaching introduction to the head 
of our houſe, 


TEeMIMA and Daviſon profeſſed them- 


ſelves all attention, and the Mayor began as 


follows: 


My New York uncle (for I clearly re- 
member, 
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member, ſaid the Major, the circumſtance 


from whence I ſtarted aſide to your imme- 
diate concerns, which have totally engroſſ- 
ed and occupied my mind ever ſince) re— 
crolled the Atlantic, having ſettled his 
affairs with honour to himſelf, and fatisfac- 
tion to all his acknowledged relatives, (for his 
acknowledgment of relatives was confined 
to the weſt ſide of Temple Bar) to encoun- 
ter diſtreſs and mortification; for the lady 
to whom I told you he was engaged, had 
Jilted him, and beſtowed herſelf during his 
ſhort abſence on a little ſkipping Lieute- 
nant in the army; and his letters which con- 
tained this intelligence, contained the intel- 
ligence alſo, that, in a fit of diſguſt he had 
reſolved, ſo ſoon as he could tranſmit his 
property, to bid adieu to that ſection of the 
globe, and pitch his tent in England, 


My mother, who forcſaw all the advan- 
tages this reſolution would be productive 
of, highly encouraged it, and my Lord was 
%o be, as my grandfather and my uncle 

5 Richard 
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Richard always called my brother in pri- 
vate, was inſtructed by this fond parent 
how to infinuate himſelf into the good 
graces of Mr. Daviſon Jones, on his reſi- 
dence in England, that he might not forfeit 
his ſhare of the loaves and fiſhes he had to 
beſtow. The boy of quality promiſed to 
loch to every rule ſhe preſcribed, but poor 
woman, ſhe did not hve to ſec that promiſe 
either broken or fulfilled; and, though J 
ſolemnly atfirm I never gave her an inten- 
tional offence, the partiality of her will was 
ſuch, as would have juſtified very ſevere 
concluſions in any perſon unknowing of 
my conduct towards her. This parttailly, 
however, procured her the honour of being 
buried in the vault of her great alliance, 
and an inſcription to tell the world that the 
remains of Lady Paiſley were lodged within, 
though, from the time of her return to the 
houſe of her father Mr. Jones, the ſound of 
your Ladyſhip was never permitted to ſa— 
lute her car, nor ſhould I have ever known, 
but from ſtolen interviews between her and 
her 
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her favourite ſon, that ſhe was entitled to 
ſuch appellation, 


War my mother however deprived me 
of, continued the Major, on the one hand, 
was amply made up to me by my uncle Da. 
viſon Jones' generoſity on the other, who 
proteſted no Lord ſhould ridicule his me. 
mory whilſt he was rioting on his fortune, 
Accordingly, by the diſpoſition of his im. 
menſe wealth, I was rendered, when a very 
young man, maſter of this Hall, to which! 
gave, as a ſmall tribute to the memory of my 
liberal relation, his Chriſtian name, and 
might have kept a coach and ſix if ſuch had 
been the ambition of my heart. 


Tuis beloved uncle, to fill up the mea. 
ſure of his misfortunes, was only a fev 
months in England after my mother's death 
before he was found drowned near Green- 
wich hoſpital ; but whether by his own un- 
happy att, accident, or the outrage of ſome 
ſecret enemy, (which latter, J own, was the 
ſuggeſtion 


4 
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to Nuggeſtion of my deeply wounded feelings) 
ould never be aſcertained. 


AND thus, my children, ſaid the Major, 


me 

nd, {Wd good and evil fortune go hand in hand 
Da. With me through life. 

vho 


My uncle Richard was the laſt that ſur- 
ived; and. when he dropped off, my poſ- 
ellions were prodigiouſly augmented. But, 
Dr. Young ſays, 


ay, fo ungrateful have I been, on repeated 
cccaſions, to Providence, that my mental 


taſte the cup of happineſs; the happineſs 
that wealth cannot purchaſe, that wealth 
cannot preſerve!” 


MA. Davison 


Can wealth give happineſs! look round and ſee. 


Wuar gay diſtreſs, what ſplendid miſery! 


xclamation has been, „ Still wealth! O! 
' wherefore ſtill wealth? Let me for once 
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Mr. Davison BATEMAM, though he 
could not handſomely acknowledge as much 
to the Major, approved not of delaying lis 
union with the all-lovely Jemima, from thi 
new cauſe ; for, however much the diſparity 
of age between her and the man of rank 
made it abſurd to apprehend a rival, ani 


] 
that her unambitious and amiable heart wa W 
declaredly his own, yet was it impoſſible 

Le y 10 
for him to be ſo tranquil, from whateve 

| Lord 
dictates of reaſon or good ſenſe, as previou 

2 bm»  Wolir 
to the annunciation of this high viſit; whill =” 
Jemima, who neither perceived nor ſuſpect Fr 
ed his unaccountable emotion, from think "_ 
ing every act of Major Jones' natural, jul * 
and fit, was alone anxious to acquit herla . 

; N 8 troy 
in each accruing inſtance, to his perfect lui 
: nd { 
tisfaction. | 
| | Way 
Tux buſtle in the houſekeeper's roo | 
; T 
exciting the curioſity of poor Roſina, i 
| nd fr 
begged Mrs. Wellon would have the good Wi 


neſs to tell her what it all meant; for 
ſce 
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ſeems to me, ſaid ſhe, that this worthy fa- 
mily are about to produce a famine in the 
land, and to dig their own graves with their 
teeth, by devouring ſuch a mountain of 
of things as are now getting ready to ſet be- 
ſore them. 


he 


uch 
his 
this 
rity 


rank 


mY Ir is for the entertainment of a great 


Lord, replied Mrs. Wellon, the brother of 
y maſter, and on the firit viſit too; and 
Lords, I ſuppoſe you muſt have heard, 
Roſina, are accuſtomed to have their tables 


Wa 
[ible 
eve 
710U 


bil ſupplied with abundant delicacies. 

pct = 

* Bur, ſaid Roſina, Heaven preſerve us, 
* Lord can eat no more than another man, 
erle 


trow! and how then can he like to ſmell 
ind ſee diſhes on diſhes that muſt be ſent 
Way untaſted, Y 


>(t fa 


roo 
a, 1 
good 
for 
ſce 


Ir was the faſhion, Mrs Wellon replied, 
nd from the ſuperfluities cf the rich the 
oor were benefited. 


THERE 


ied 
4 


dz 
— 


—— "SIO" 
— * — 


—— — — — — 


—— 
—̃« uVu:nmmgn ͤ—?•4k9d 
— proges 


- 


142 ] E M 1 M A, 


TukRxk is ſome uſefulneſs in that, cried © 
Roſina; thof, in my poor opinion, money i er 


buy tools, and ſet an induſtrious family ago el 


ing in their way of buſineſs, would be mud like 
better than teaching them to feed upon f elo, 
kickſhaw ſcraps that coſt a world of troublg © 
and expence to make a ſhow of for an hoy 

or two. | © Bl 


Ix a word, it was plain that every goo 
natured attempt to give Roſina ſome ide 
of faſhionable cuſtoms and faſhionable lil 
only augmented her wonder at the prid 
and the wickedneſs of mere mankind 
trying, ſhe ſaid, to make themſelves tc 
big for the earth, and treading all its goo 
fruits and meats, as it were, under their fee 
but it ſhall go hard, added ſhe, ſince it H 
ſo come to paſs, that ſimple I am to roc 
under the ſame roof with a lordly gent! 
man, but I will find out in what reſpect 
head work or of heart work he is above ot] 
fleſh and blood, and worſhip him acco 
ingly; for is it not to worſhip one's fellq 

T1. creatur 
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creatures, demanded ſhe, to bow, and tot- 
ter before them? and with fear and 
trembling to hear and to do their bidding? 
like as if the one was made of gold and jew- 
els, and the other of clay and dirt, in th 
compariſon. l 


Jemima held a long converſation, if it 
could be called ſuch, with Roſina, in conſe- 
quence of Mrs Wellon's reports oi her mar- 
vellings upon life and human nature; for 
l hat good do fine clothes do, ſaid Roſina, 
but dazzle the eyes of the poor, and make 
the rich ſtrut as a peacock does when he 
has ſpread out his moonzfied tail; not that 
your Ladyſhip, cried ſhe, ſuddenly correc- 
ting herſelf, or the Mayor's honour, or the 
. 00g and handſome Squire Daviſon va— 
ue them a Jot more than they ought to be 
valued, for all three of you walk and talk 

as if you had nothing but rags (ſaving your 

pen Ladyſhip's preſence) upon your ſhoulders; 
but then who is it that does the ſame?__.. 
Alas mel yes, your Ladyſhip, a ſecond time 
| | awarc 
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aware ſhe was wrong, for good Madam 


Wellon when even dreſſed up in her ſilk 


Damaſk and furbelowed gowns 1s as gentle 
and gracious as your very Ladyſhip.— 
Whereas, continued ſhe ſighing, a filken 
gown would wholly and ſolely turn my 
poor head inſide out, and looſe me my 


ſenſes. 


Jemima very gravely replied to this long 
harangue, that ſhe muſt get the better of 
ſuch notions, becauſe as a Lady's maid ſhe 
was entitled to wear whatever clothes her 
Lady wore before her, and particularly on 
the approaching occaſion, when Lord Pail- 
ley would bring a retinue with him, to 
look down upon all thoſe who did not ap- 
pear as if they knew what dreſs was. 


SEND me back to the heath fide then, 
cried Rolina, from whence you have taken 
me, though I know it would break my heart, 
but if I muſt die, better an pleaſe your 
Ladyſhip to die of a broken heart, than of 

ſhame- 
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ſhamefacedneſs, which would ſurely be the 


caſe if I was to be ſtuck out in things I was 


not born to wear, or ever ſaw until I ran 
from our cottage, on hearing a great clatter 
at the toll-gate, to my father. 


% 


Warar! ſaid Jemima, have you no fine 
Ladies in your county? 


Nor, replied Roſina, on our ſide the 


heath; and father and mother always kept 
me from the toll-houſe, leſt 1 ſhould ſee any 


great folks, and wiſh to run after them into 
harm's way. 


How then, ſaid Jemima, do they contrive 
to bear your abſence now; have they not 
a thouſand apprehenſions for your * 


Tann believe it, replied Roſina, all the 
work of God, and truſt me to his care; for 
wherefore, ſaid father, did it happen, a 
wicked man does a wicked att, and I am the 


very he called upon by an unknown voice 
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for aſſiſtance - my innocent and harmleſs t 
child, from her obſcure cottage, hears the j 
cry of diſtreſs, and thinking her poor old fa- 

ther is beſet, flies to help him all ſhe can, 

without one fear for her own danger — at re 
the toll-houſe ſhe finds a ſweet young Lady, 
whom ſhe believes at her laſt gaſp, the tears 
of pity roll down her cheeks, and ſhe would 
give the whole nation's wealth to be uſeful 
to her — her honeſt Ladyſhip opens her 
eyes, ſees every one around her ſimple, 
kind, and courteous, and ſo invites my 
poor filly girl to go home with her Lady- 
ſhip, where riches and plenty abound; and 
who could ſay nay to a chance that fell in 
their way from the very clougs?_— to ſuppoſe 
that ſhe who was ſaved would deſtroy or 
knowingly let a child, whoſe heart her diſtreſs 
and agreeable looks had won, bring the grey 
head of her fond father to the grave with ſor 
row or with ſhame, would be deſperately un 
juſt — and that therefore there was no way 


left, but to let the trial ſpeak for all; and 
truſting 
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truſting in God and a good conſcience, de- 
fy the devil and all his works. P 


JeMIMA was much ſtruck by this artleſs 
reliance on her protection in return for 
protection received. I ſhould not, ſaid 
ſhe, have felt, and conſequently ſhould not 
have performed my duty by this lovely un- 
informed girl, if che ſenſe of that duty had 
been unawakened by what ſhe has ſo touch- 
ingly related. I will however make atone- 


ment; my chamber ſhall be her place of 
defence againſt the wiles of the bold, and 


perhaps licentious men, this to me unwel- 
come Lord may have in his train. She 
accordingly gave immediate orders for the 
introduction of a couch; and bidding Ro- 
ſina fleepthereon, whilſt the houſe conti- 
nued full of viſiters, fecretly congratulated 
herſelf that by ſuch means the innocent and 
handſome girl would be certain of ſleeping 
in ſecurity. 


Hs CHAP. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


A LORD. 


Taz Day at length arrived on which Da- 


viſon Hall was to be honoured with a viſit 
from Lord Paiſley. 


Ros INA ſtrained her eyes with watching; 


every wind that agitated the diſtant trees 


of the great avenue, was concluded by her 
to announce him at hand; and ſhe marvel- 
led that no one beſides herſelf trembled at 
the idea of talking to a Lord. 


Sur had made it her buſineſs, in the ful- 


neſs of her expeQation, to tell all the trades 
people's ſervants that came within ear-ſhot 
of her, the cauſe of all their great doings; 
and as a Lord, at leaſt the brother of Ma- 
Jor Jones, had never before been ſeen by 
his humble friends and tenants, a general 

1 curioſity 
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curioſity prevailed, and the doors of the 


village houſes were crowded to ſee him 11 
als; F 
Tre glitter of his equipage, and the pomp ith 
of his approach, were powerfully felt by 14 
Rofina's mind; but when, on his alighting a 


at the Hall door, ſhe diſcovered his great We 
and high Lordſhip to be a poor thin meagre 4 
old looking man, ſhe declared ſhe could not Il 
do him homage; for that if he could paſs 
for a Lord, Mr. Daviſon might paſs for a 
King or a Prince, any. hour or day in the 
whole year, 


Wir Lord Paiſley came three footmen, 
a coachman, and a valet, an acknowledged 


* DKfavourite of his Lordſhip, inſomuch that 
Inis firſt requeſt was that his own man might 
I dc treated with indulgence. H 
L- | 'þ 
: Tax Major received his brother at the ll 


Hall door, and would have given him the 19 
7 H 3 hearty Wi 
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hearty Old Engliſh welcome of a ſhake by 
the hand, but Lord Paiſley turning ſome- 
what abruptly from him, demanded who 


_ thoſe young people were? (meaning Jemima | 


and Daviſon); and received for anſwer, 
the Major at the ſame time preſenting them, 
that they were his adopted and well beloved 
children, 


Hap the Major, however, been a man of 
the world, he would have been aware that 
his adopted children could be no very agrec- 
able objects to his brother, from the idea 
of divided wealth and divided affection; 
but his heart was ſo liberal, that inſtead of 
entertaining one ſuſpicion of Lord Paiſley's 
illiberality, he concluded thoſe who were 
confeſſedly dear to him would be eſteemed 
by his near relation. | 


Lord PaisLEy, from exceſs of polite- 
neſs, indiſcriminately commended all he 
taſted and beheld; the Hall was well built, 

the 
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the gardens extenſive and well kept, the 


furniture ſuperbe, and the dinner ſuper- 
excellent. He harangued upon the merit of 
French cookery for the purpoſe ſolely of 
proving that the Engliſh were ſeldom left 


behind in {kill and judgment, except indeed, 


he owned, that they were apt to render their 
petit ſoupes a Lord Mayor's feaſt, and 
their dinners, election entertainments; for 
example, continued his Lordſhip, no leſs 
than half a dozen ſubſtantial joints would 
have been ſtruck, brother, from your to- 


day's bill of fare by perſons of ton, and as 


they would affirm with improvement ; but 
for my part, an error on the ſide of hoſpita- 
lity never ſhocks me, for I much rather 
call ſuch errors acts of munificence. 


Major Io Es, who, though without the 


parade of high breeding or the affectation 
of high taſte, had to all intents and pur- 
poles the manners of a gentleman, was not 
altogether ſatisfied with the elaborate civi- 

H 4 lity 
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lity of his brother. He had not courted 
the unequal connection, and did not think 
the exchange of his tranquility for faſhion- 
able fetters an exchange for the better. His 
children, moreover, were not, he could 
perceive, by any means ſo much at their 
eaſe as they ought to be, and nothing, there- 
fore, but the hope that his noble viſiter's 
ennui would occaſion his ſpeedy departure 
could have rendered his preſence ſupport- 
able to him. Add to all which, inſtead of 
his beloved backgammon, he was pinned 
down by good breeding to the inanimate 
game of vingt-une, and could ſcarcely keep 
from yawning the whole evening. 


Non did a ſtate of leſs derangement take 
place in the ſteward's room, where his 


Lordſhip's valet was ſullen and ſelf-impor- 


tant toan extreme, and never once honoured 
any perſon or thing with notice, until Ro- 
ſina, in her ruſtic way, burſt into the com- 
pany with a loud laugh, imagining Mrs. 

| Wellon 
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Wellon was alone, to tell her ſomewhat of 
his Lordſhip. 


ROs INA was ſtruck dumb when ſhe be- 
held the valet (who, being a great admirer, 
as he that moment choſe to profeſs himſelf, 
of female beauty) reaching her a chair, 
and entreating her to make one of the com- 


pany. 


SAE bluſh'd and courteſi'd, and courtefi'd 
and bluſh'd without either abſolutely refuſ- 
ing or granting his requeſt; and as every 
heightening of her complexion heightened 
her genuine charms, the valet began to 
laviſh praiſes upon her, which, to his great 
ſurpriſe and diſappointment, inſtead of 
drawing her out to be lively and ſociable, 
3 ſealed up her lips for the whole evening. 


Tu E truth was, that Roſina was terrified, 
not flattered by his behaviour. What good 
deſign could he have, ſaid ſhe, in telling me 

© Hs ſo. 
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ſo many falſe and wicked ſtories? Heaven 
muſt be a fine place indeed, if the angels 
make no better a figure than I do! And 
moreover, continued ſhe, his talk was ſo 
much like what I have heard of Mr. Levet's 
high-flown ſpeeches, that I wiſh never to 
have any thing to do with him. 


Mas. WE ILO, fearful leſt this ſhy and 
uninformed girl ſhould offend the favourite 
of her maſter's brother, told her ſhe was 
wrong to take ſuch ſudden and early aver- 
lions to people ; that valets were generally 
fops, and that their new viſiter was only 
ſhewing his wit, when ſhe thought him bold 
and forward; and therefore ſhe muſt on all 
occaſions give him a patient hearing, unleſs 
it ſhould be poſſible, which ſhe believed it 
never could, for him to treat her impro- 


nw 


Ros1N A ſtared, and tears ſtarted in her 
eyes; ; what then, ſaid ſhe, is it not impro- 
per 
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per for him to talk to me like a very fool 


or knave, or both for aught I know? I am 


ſure, Madam Wellon, if I was to call a mon- 
key a man, or a man a monkey, I ſhould 
be hiſſed and laughed at for my pains; 
and who ſhall make me believe, that to 
call me an angel is not downright blaſ- 
phemy. 


Mxs. WELLON could not with ſincerity 
controvert this cloſe argument; therefore, 


telling her ſne muſt put the beſt face ſhe 


could upon the matter, found a pretext to 
ſend her to, and keep her employed in her 


young Lady's apartment. 


TRE whole family retired to reſt with 
diſcontented minds, though from different 
motives. 


Lorp PAISLEV declared to his valet, 
when undreſſing, that his brother was a lu- 
natic for ſupporting a couple of young beg- 


gars 
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gars in ſuch affluence, and inveighed bit- h 
terly againſt the haughty demeanour of if 
_ Daviſon, who ſeemed to conſider himſelf, m 
he ſaid, as doing the honours of his father's ar 
houſe in the entertainment of a tranſient ec 
viſiter; but that ifhe (his Lordſhip) did not fo 
fail in his politics, the young ſpark would ac 
ſoon find dependent, very ſhppery ground, je. 
and become glad to cut his way to prefer- me 
ment with his ſword in the army, or with Be 
his ſilver tongue in the church, or no mat- ho 
ter how, provided Daviſon Hall was Once fag 
fairly clear of him. b dif 

| pol 

THE TRIS confeſſed his chagrin and cor 


diſappointment to Mrs. Wellon, before he We 
went to bed; I hoped, ſaid he, in deſpite of 


our oppoſite educations, to have embraced N 
a brother, but I encountered only a man of I} was 
faſhion, whoſe politeneſs chills me, and mar 


whoſe oftentation puts me in a fever; ina || kno 
word, Wellon, the ague fit into which he I (not 


has thrown me will never leave me until the 
; — ad 
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his departure from hence; inſomuch, that 
if he could look into my heart, and have 
mercenary views upon me, he might make 
ample demands, and have them all honour- 
ed, on my purſe, by way of compromiſe 
for the reſtoration of my loſt comforts; for, 
according to his behaviour, the loweſt ſub- 
Jett in his Majeſty's dominions would be a 
more eligible relation to me than a Lord. 
Befides, continued the Major, though I 
hope they perceive 1t not, he has the pre- 
ſumption to treat the dear children with a 
diſdain that goes tomy heart. Does he ſup- 
poſe . but I will not be premature in my 
concluſions; he may, my good and kind. 
Wellon, improve upon acquaintance. 


MRS. WELLON, with all the rhetoric ſhe 
was miſtreſs of, encouraged this opinion; 
many perſons ſhe ſaid, who, to her certain 
knowledge, were cold and forbidding, 
(not that ſhe mèant to inſinuate that was 
the caſe with his Lordſhip) had turned 


Out 


enn 


out very agreeable perſons when they came 
to throw off the reſerve of ſtrangers; and 
ſhe did therefore in no degree doubt but 
his future interviews with Lord Paiſley 
would be more to his ſatisfaction. 


HEICH ho! ſighed the Mayor; you are 
a good woman, Wellon, ſaid he, and fee 
every thing in the, moſt favourable light; 
but take my word for it, a weak head and 
an unfeeling heart have their value much 
rather lefſened than increaſed by an ac- 
quaintance with them. 


Hzicn ho! ſighed Mrs. 88 no re- 
ply to this obſervation of her maſter ſug- 
geſting itſelf that ſhe thought fit for his 
ER... TO 2), 

So, tapping at Jemima's door as ſhe 
paſſed along the lobby to. her own cham- 
ber to wiſh her a good night, being not a 
little curious to know how her pulſe beat 


upon 


on 


F E WM IM. A. | 159 


upon the ſubje& of her maſter's diſcontent, 
ſhe was deſired to walk in, and was moſt 
cordially received. 

Bur the reſult of her midnight viſit to 
this young lady, muſt be reſerved for a | 
ſucceeding chapter. 
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CHAPTER X. 


A* SUSPICION, 


a 


| wW ELL Madam, ſaid Mrs. Wellon to je- 
mima, how do you like your new uncle? 


Hz is Major Jones' brother, replied the 
young Lady, and as ſuch, has a a right to my 
belt attentions. 


Tauvet Madam, ſaid Wellon, and you are 
not, moreover, at confeſſion; ſo of courſe, 
added ſhe ſmiling, need not ſpeak your pri- 
vate opinion of him; but I am confident 
there 1s too much ſympathy between your 
heart and my maſter's, for the one to ap- 
prove what the other condemns. 


AxD does Major Jones! cried Jemima; 
and yet, Mrs. Wellon, it as ill becomes me 
3 


me 


10 


F 1 | 161 


to inquire, as it would you to diſcloſe his 
ſecret ſentiments of ſo near a relation. As 
for Roſina, ſhe conceives herſelf under no 
reſtraints, and has therefore very frankly 
declared that ſhe does not like his Lord- 
ſhip's perſon, it is ſo lean; or his voice, it 
is ſo finikin; or his dreſs, it is fo frippery; 
or his look, it is ſo ſtaring: in a word, ſhe 
has diſſected him from head to foot without 
heſitation or mercy, and I have been ſo 
wicked as to laugh at her openneſs and 
ſimplicity. 


Ros ix A, replied Mrs. Wellon, knows no 
language but the language of nature, but 1 


wiſh the would learn in ſome ſmall degree 


to be a reſpecter of perſons; his Lordſhip 
is a man of rank and fortune, and the bro- 
ther of her and my maſter, and as ſuch 
ought not to be mentioned lightly or irre- 
verently. - | 
Now, ee Wellon, cried Roſlina, 

i I mult 
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I mult craveyour pardon; for, bating that I 
ſaid his Lordſhip's Honour was a little lan- 


kiſh and lcaniſh, I only talked of his varlet 


as I call him, who, I will uphold it, is as ar- 
rant a knave as ere a Mr. Levet in the 
kingdom, and in that faith I will live and 
die. hs ; 


Wurar can he have ſaid or done to you, 


Roſina, to give you ſo ſhocking an opinion 


of him? aſked Jemima. 


Wur, as to his ſpeeches, your Ladyſhip and 


Madam Wellon know what they have been 
like, all flim flam and foppery ; but more- 
over thanall that, he is painted up to the 
eyes and perfumed, and ſwears juſt as Mr. 
Levet did when he made off from the toll- 
gate; andhe wanted to ſqueeze my hand be- 
tween both his, ſo I gave bi a great puſh, 
when, what ſhould happen, but down to the 
ground tumbles one of his eye brows, which 
haſtily picking up, he turned him round whillt 

| he 
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he fixed it on, and thinks me, I warrant you, 


ſuch a nincompoop that I ſhould neither 


notice nor tell of his tricks. 


A FALSE eye brow and a painted face! 
cried Jemima; my dear Mrs. Wellon how 


do you feel on hearing this ſtrange account! ? 


can we, ought we to believe it? 


I wourD give worlds, replied Mrs. Wel- 
lon, to know the truth or falſehood of it. 


O! ir that is the caſe, ſaid Roſina, you 
need only bid me, the next time he wants to 
be free with me, to give him a box on the 
ear, and I will ſo manage it as to ſtrip him 
of one or both of his pieces of artifice be- 
fore your face. 


ISUAII n ſleep in peace, faid Jemima, 
whilſt he remains at the Hall. And, on re— 
flection, is-itnot very remarkable that Lord 
Paiſley ſhould alone have choſe to viſit his 
brother 


Ly 
. 
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brother aſter Levet's elopement and villainy? 
What will become of us, how ardently I 
ſhall wiſh to ſpeak to Mr. Daviſon! 


W1sn to ſpeak with his Honour! cried 
Roſina; and who would not wiſh to ſpeak 

with his Honour if wiſhing would do them 
. any good? And yet with all his fortune, and 
all his I know not what to call i. hand- 
ſomeneſs. any body may ſpeak to him that 
pleaſes; ay, and get both a kind and a civil 
anſwer in return, as I myſelf, to uſe Ma- 


dam Wellon's words, have tried and pro- 
ved. : 


| JeMIMA and Mrs, Wellon looked at each 


other. 


AND when, pray, ſaid Mrs. Wellon, did 
you ever attempt ſuch a thing as talking 
with Mr. Daviſon? | 


IT was all by the mereſt chance, returned 


Roſina; 
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Roſina; it was the day his Honour came to 
the Hall, before you all returned from your 
airing: and Lord help me, I made ſo poor 
a hand of it, that there was I on my bended 
knees, an pleaſe you, two or three times, and 
my eyes running over with tears, before 1 
could get away from him. | 


FROM Mr. Daviſon, cried Jemima, get 
away from Mr. Daviſon! when, where did 
he detain you? | 


þ 

; He!._.no no, replied the ſimple girl, 

: he ſcorned your detainings, like a noble and 
brave Squire as he is; but II, your Lady- 
ſhip, would not be ſaid nay, or conſent to 

h leave him. 


Wonsk and worſe, ſaid Jemima {miling, 
inding it was only one of her civil blun- 
id 

ders, ſo then you made him hear what you 
ad to ſay to him, whether he would or no? 


$ 


ed 8 Nor 


- 
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Nor ſo, neither, your Ladyſhip, replied 
Roſi na, for he would have me to ſpeak out, 
and ſaid, (O deareſt me! and yet it was 
very true too when one comes to conſider 
it,) that he was a friend of the family's, and 
that I might therefore tell him all. 


Axp what! for heaven's ſake, demanded 
Jeinimay what was the all you did tell him? 


War only as how, replied Roſina, that 
the Major's Honour meant to have a little 
ſport with him, and make him believe as 
how your Ladyſhip and him were lawful 
brother and fiſter; whereas, ſaid I, the ſum 1 
total is, that you are no more the ſame fleſh 
and blood than you and I are, ſaid I, and to t 
be ſure no two things on earth can be more 
unlike than your Honour and ſuch a poo 


ſimple girl as I am. | ha 
: . : an 

BuT how came you to kneel to him, aſk ap: 
ed Mrs. Wellon, looking archly at Jemima W. 
| he 
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Wavy, I popped down to ſave myſelf from 
his Honour's fury ; he ſaid I had pulled his 
heart out, becauſe I mentioned your Lady- 
ſhip's being ran away with by a Parſon; and 
then talked for all the world like a diſtrac- 
ted madman, ſo at laſt he ran ſtaring and 
{wearing out of the parlour, only bidding 
me not tell I had ſeen him. 


And where did you firſt meet "with him 
Roſina? 


Ar the Hall door, to be ſure, replied ſhe, 
and he would have whiſked by me like a 
ſhot, if I had not ſtepped forward to make 
my reverence, and dropped a word or two 
that made him cur ious. 


WII I you Mrs. Wellon, ſaid Jemima, 


have the goodneſs to ſleep with me to night? 


and Roſina, with your door open into my 
apartment, ſhall occupy your bed. — Mrs. 


Wellon moſt readily conſented to oblige 
her, and Roſina, wiſhing her Lady and good 


Madam 
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Madam Wellon much ſleep and a happy 
waking, went to bed as per orders. 


How much light, ſaid Jemima, Mrs. 
Wellon, has this filly girl thrown, by her 
communicativeneſs,upon Daviſon's condutt! 
I was much afraid his tranſition from the 
brother to the lover was too rapid and too 


inſtantaneous to accord critically with what 


I had hoped and believed were his princi- 
ples; but I have the pleaſure to find he was 
appriſed of our plots, and my heart is now 
relieved from every ſecret pain; and Mr. 
Daviſon will henceforth be trebly dear to me. 


I am glad, replied Mrs. Wellon, that 
your grand objett is not (as Iapprehended) 
this imple girl's ſuſpicions of the valet, but 
the acquittalof Mr. Daviſon's conduct from 


every ſhade, which I confeſs to be a highly. 


important point; for I will now acknow- 
ledge to you that Mayor Jones, in the ful- 
neſs of his ſatisfaction, did not appear to me 
quite ſo explicit as to authorize the young 

gentleman 
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gentleman to mention you in the glowing 
terms he did to me, before he had received 
my teſtimonials of your non-relationſhip; 
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1 but now all is cleared up, and I truſt you 1 
r have not one-demur to your perfect happi- bl 
' nels in ſtore. 1 
e | | 4, 
0 No, Mrs. Wellon, ſaid Jemima, my lips 
it ſhall henceforth confeſs with all due pro- 


i- pariety what my heart feels; of his tender at- 
tachment I cannot doubt, and his eſteem 
has long been enſured to me, and I will 
fatter myſelf that we three, for you, Mrs, 
Wellon, my long proved friend, are an able, 
an eſſential auxilliary, ſhall be found an over 
match for the machinations of iniquity, 
though the arch fiend - himſelf ſhould be 
actually lodged under our roof. 


So then you deſire no farther converſq- 


tion with me, ſaid Mrs. Wellon, on any ſub- 
Jett. 5 


Nor, replied Jemima, if I know myſelf; 
vol. 1. „ but 
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but it was neceſſary to my repoſe I ſhould 
ſpeak what I have done reſpetting Daviſon, 


4 & M4 WM Ao 


it ſat ſo near my heart. 


— 


Tux immediately went to bed and ſlept 
till morning. 


— 
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CHAPTER XI. 


A PLEASURABLE SURPRISE. 


— 


Ros: a coming down ſtairs ſome time 
before Mrs. Wellon, and having, moreover, 


by keeping a ſharp look out, as ſhe called 


it, convinced herſelf that the valets were 
really and truly a made up face, was unable 
to contain her intelligence; ſo, throwing 


herſelf for the purpoſe in Mr. Daviſon's way, 


ſhe very fairly told him ſhe believed he 


muſt be a highwayman that was come to 


rob and murder them all. 


Mu. DAviso was ſtartled, and a variety 


of circumſtances crowded upon his recol- 
lection at once, inſomuch that he had no 


doubt of Lord Paiſley's viſit being brought 
about by Levet's contrivance; as alſo that 


he himſelf was there in perſon, to aid and 
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abet whatever plans his Lordſhip's intereft 


might prompt him to adopt. 


My good Roſina, ſaid he, therefore be 
upon your guard; for if what you have told 
me be true, if you only take care to avoid 
that artful man's converſation all will yet 


be well; but ſhould he once imagine we 


ſuſpe& him, the worſt you can fear will in- 
fallibly come to paſs. 


ROsSIN A, trembling, promiſed to be all 
obſervance; and he repeated his aſſurances, 
that by keeping councit ſhe would enable 


him to fight the wicked wretch at his own. 


weapons, and defcat him; and think then, 


Roſina, ſaid he, what thanks, what rewards 


you will be entitled to, for preſerving us 
all, and ſecuring your own fafety into the 
bargain: | 


Ar! your Honour, cried Roſina, name 


not a thing of ſuch little worth; could my 


poor life preferye his Honour's the Mayor's 
| liſe, 


NY. 


r's 
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life, or her Ladyſhip's Miſs Jemima's, or 
, your precious life, Sir, I would ſay ſome- 
thing to it, but thoſe joyful matters are not 
for one like me to perform; but all I can 
do I will do, and ſo if filence and ſecrecy 
will be of uſe, the grave itſelf ſhall not be 


more ſilent, nor.the dead more ſecret than, 


me. 


M. DAvis oN thought it right to ac- 


quaint the Major with what he had heard. 


He told the tale, however, out of reſpect 


to his Lordſhip, in the plaineſt and ſimpleſt 


terms. 


— 


Bur thoſe terms were ſufficient to make - 


the Major exclaim, I ſmell a rat, and we 
muſt work by ſtratagem. Let the women, 
continued he, be unalarmed, and leave the. 
event to Providence, for never did I ſee. 


the righteous forſaken. And this great 


man's little conduct will juſtify me to the 
world (I want no juſtification to my own 


heart) for cutting him off with a ſhilling; 
I'3 | {o, . 
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ſo, effectually, where he is ſceking to in- 
Jure another, will he weave the web of his 


_ own deſtrudtion. He is indeed the ſecond 


edition of his worthy father. 


Tenia was aſtoniſhed in the morning, 
on her attempting to open the diſcovery on 


Daviſon's knowledge, to find he was pre- 
viouſly acquainted with the affair; but, 


placing it to his ſuperiour diſcernment, had 
no idea that Roſina had anticipated her in- 


formation. 


Lond PaisLzy, on his deſcending from 
his chamber, appeared to be quite a new 
man. He careſſed Daviſon on the one 
hand, and was all attention and complai- 
fance to Jemima on the other: they were 
models, he told the Mayor, for the pencil 
and the chiſel; and had they lived in ear- 
her times, would have been conſtituted 
monuments of perfection, by the ſkill of 
doth thoſe artiſts, to lateſt ages. 


) | Tuwils 
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Turs compliment had the air of a true 
opinion, from being delivered in the young 
people's abſence, and the Major began to 
waver in the unfavourable ſentiments he 
entertained of his Lordſhip; his fatigue 
from his journey, and his unacquaintance 
with the amiable children, had cauſed him, 
perhaps, to appear to diſadvantage; and ſuch 
was the ingenuouſneſs and generoſity of his 
nature, that he longed to beg pargon for 
his pre} judgment, 


FEMIMA was deſired to diſplay her mu- 
ſical talents. Her harp was newly ſtrung, 
and her beſt exertions called forth. She 
looked, his Lordſhip ſaid, a divinity, and 
had, he ſolemnly averred, the finger of a 
maſter, 


Davison exhibited alſo, on the organ, 
with abundant applauſe; — and it ſeemed 
as if doubt and jealous fear was totally re- 
nounced by the whole company. 


I 4 | Two 
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Two footmen who played the French 
horn were ordered into an adjoining room 
to bear their part in the concert. The 
Major aſked if his Lordſhip's valet could 
aſſiſt; but was told it was not in his power, 
nor did he condeſcend to mix with the ſer- 
vants of the family, who were one and all 


permitted to crowd into the room, with the 
- horns, and enjoy the performance. 


Ros INA was in extacies; ſhe danced, ſhe 
ſung in an under voice, and beat time with 
wonderful exattneſs to every change of 
ſtrain. She would, if ſhelived, ſhe declared, 
learn to play upon the harp, it had ſo touch- 
ing a ſound; and proteſted his Lordſhip 
did not appear half ſo ugly in her eyes, as 
he had done theretofore, ſince ſhe found 
he loved mulic; for muſic, continued ſhe, 
ſoftens the hardeſt heart, and fills up the 
wrinkles of the crabbedeſt countenance; 
inſomuch that he, meaning his Lordſhip, at 
thismoment looks altogether ſmug and well- 


liking 
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liking, that in the morning had a face rivel- 
led up like a fallen leaf. 
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I xo longer wonder, brother, ſaid Lond - = 
Paiſley, at the delight you take in the ſo- bl 
ciety of your young friends, it is purchaſing 
| happineſs at a cheap rate to receive ſuch 9 
| exchanges as I have been witneſs of for atts 1 
of common kindneſs to the deſerving; and 1 
4 though I muſt deſpair, added he, of attain- "vi 
N ing the ſame eminence with yourſelf in their 1 
f eſteem and affeCtions, 1 from this hour an- i 
. nounce myſelf a candidate for the ſecond | 1 
5 vacancy in their hearts. Mt 
ip 8 i 3 1 
ie Tux Major nodded at his children, as » 
7 much as to ſay, ſee how your perfections | 
5 have ſubdued this man of faſhion's preju- vi 
_ dices; ; he is unable longer to be blind and | 
AY inſenſible to your many ſold endowments ; 
a and he ſhall have full credit with us for all 
en. the overflowings of his corrected judgment 
and opinion. 
ing 
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TukRk is one infallible teſt rule, ſaid 
Daviſon to Jemima, to which J will ſpeedi- 
ly bring all his Lordſhip's fine profeſſions 
in our favour; and that is, by telling him 
his preſence impedes our union, and en- 
treating his interceſſion with the Mayor for 
its immediate ſolemnization. If he com- 
ply with my requeſt I will believe his pro- 
feſlions ſincere, but if he even heſitate, I 
ſhall mark him down for what I firſt con- 
ceived him to be, my enemy. You, my 
lovely girl, continued Daviſon, may, by 
your ſoftneſs, ſweetneſs, and numberleſs 
winning graces, bind him to your intereſt; 
but be aſſured, if his heart have a flaw in 
it, I am the ſacrifice his pride, his avarice, 
and his other unworthy paſſions will ardent- 
ly demand. © 


%. 


AN p can you, cried Jemima, imagine for 

a moment, that any ſcheme of ſervices he 
could deviſe for me in which you are not 
included would be accepted by me! No, 
Daviſon, 


— 
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Daviſon, we will ſhare each other's fate; 


your enemies {hall at all points be deem- 
ed my enemies, and your friends have a firſt 
place on my liſt of friendſhips; nor ſhall 
any human means or human power in this 
article diſunite us. 


Lord PaisLEy's eye was for ever upon 
them, and they could not help mutually ob- 
ſerving, he always contrived to interrupt 
their little chat with each other, however 
the reſt of the company were talking in par- 
ties; he has envy in his compolition, {aid 
Daviſon, if he have not a ſofter paſſion, for 
he furveys us aſkance, as the devil did the 
firſt pair in paradice, at all times when the 
intention, either directly or indire & ly, is al- 


luded to of our being rendered the deareſt 


relatives; his ſoul is therefore evidently 
formed of corroding particles, nor will he 


of courſe fail to he a ſelf-tormenter, however 
incapable he may prove of tormenting us. 
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Tu Major hearing no mention of his 
Lordſhip's departure, and wiſhing much to 
change the ſcene, talked of his Welch eſ⸗ 


tate, and ſuperb, as he was told, manſion, 


aſking his brother if he could make it con- 
venient to join in an excurſion thereto. 


To the antipodes, was this man of faſhion's 
gallant anſwer, you may command me, Ma- 
jor. I am a ſon of freedom, and of frolic 
too, if it fall in my way, and ſhall delight 
in an opportunity of viſiting that romantic 
principality. 


Tuis gracious anſwer put the: whole fa- 
mily in motion, Mrs. Wellon and Roſina 
were bid to hold themſelves in readineſs, 


and all was friendſhip and peace and con- 


fidence and joy; on which account the Ma- 
Jor did violence to the impulſe of his kind 


and hoſpitable temper, leſt his brother 


ſhould take exception at his conduct by 
not keeping open houſe a few days prev1- 


ous 
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from the Hall, that his 
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might participate the felicity of its inhabi- 


tants. 


humble friends and induſtrious tenants 
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CHAPTER XII. 


A WONDERFUL DISCOVERY. 


Rona, with ber young Lady's permiſ- 


ſion, wrote home to inform her father and 


mother of her approaching journey to Lon- 
don and to Wales, if they did not forbid it; 
and if they do, ſaid ſhe, it will be the finiſh- 
ing of us all, for I ſhall weep myſelf ſick, 
and they will droop over me, and droop 
and droop as I grow worſe, until, at your 
Ladyſhip's return, added ſhe with inconceiv- 
able pathos, the poor Roſina will be found 
in her cold grave never to riſe again in 
this world. 


Major Jones, on the report of the 
girl's diſtreſs, accompanied her artleſs lines 
with a preſent and letter to the old people 
from himſelf, to aſſure them his own Jemi— 
ma ſhould not be taken better care of than 

their 
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their child, and that he would pledge his 
honour to reſtore her as happy and as inno- 
cent as ſne entered his family. 


THREE days having elapſed, and no an- 
ſwer received from the toll-gate keeper, 
Roſi na's attendance on her beloved young 
Lady became very doubtful, for the Major 


declared he could not ſuffer her wiſhes to 


be indulged at the expence of her parents 
peace. See. | 


Tux fourth day however unravelled the 


miſtery of their ſilence. The good com- 
pany at the Hall were all aſſembled in the 
drawing room, and unbending according 
to their ſeveral taſtes, when in a moment 
the door flew open, and Rofina, with all the 
wildneſs of deſpair, ruſhed in — attempted 
to ſpeak) with uplifted hands in the attitude 
of ſupplication to her young Lady, but fail- 


ed in the attempt, and ſank lifeleſs at her 


fect, 


MaxaJjoR 


— —— ů —̃ — th 
— — 
py (nn nm ITY 


— — 
22 


— 


— I 


211% ——fü—40] on 2 K — — 
—— — * 


— 
* rr 


184 ln 1M - 


Major Joxxs, Jemima, and Daviſon; 
had all their humane feelings in inſtant 
alarm; and the latter lifted her from the 
ground, and laid her upon one of the ſofas, 
whilſt his Lordſhip, in great confuſion and 
ſurpriſe, remonſtrated againſt ſuch atten: 
tions to low people — ſuch unbefitting, 
ſuch levelling attentions; and, advancing 
to the bell, adviſed that one of the footmen 
ſhould take her to her proper place. 


Trax Major turned round, and with 
looks of diſpleaſure oppoſed the ringing 
of the bell, which plainly ſpoke his diſ- 
approbation of. his brother's conduct in 
its utmoſt latitude; and the girl at length 
opening her eyes, was covered with the 
lovelieſt bluſhes (even his frigid Lordſhip 
confeſſed) nature ever beſtowed on an earth- 
ly being. 

THrx Major recoveringhimſelf, for he had 
had a thouſand horrid apprehenſions con- 
cerning the cauſe of Roſina's behaviour and 


its 
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its conſequences, and calling for Mrs, Wel- 
lon, begged her, if poſſible, to explain what 
they had ſeen, 85 


Ms. WriI Lo heſitated for a reply, 
when the Major bade her ſpeak and fear not; 
for there was no condition or ſituation that 
ſhould excuſe an outrage upon innocence, 
or a violation of the hoſpitality of his man- 


ion. 


I RELIEVE then, Sir, ſaid Mrs. Wellon, 
it will be beſt, after hearing the little I 
know of the buſineſs, to refer you to the 
parties, who are anxiouſly waiting in my 


parlour for the honour of an audience; they 


have ſomewhat, they profeſs, to relate, that 


concerns yourſelf, Sir, his Lordſhip, and 


this young girl. In a word, it is Roſina's 
father accompanied by a ſick gentlewoman, 
and his wife; I imagine the poor thing ſup- 
poſed they were come to take her back to 
their cottage reſidence, but they aſſure me 
far otherwiſe, and entreat you will con- 

deſcend 
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deſcend to admit them into your pre- 


te 
ſence. A 
| r) 
I am aſtoniſhed, brother, ſaid his Lord- 95 
ſhip, that, by your moſt ſingular acceſſibility _ 
to theſe kind of people, you will encourage 
them to be thus 1mpertinent; what Can- 
terbury Tale however you may be prevailed v 
upon to liſten to, I ſhall never give myſelf pe 
the trouble to inquire; I am unknown and 
wholly unconnedted in this country, and no 
toll-gate keeper in the univerſe ſhall make 2 
me ſo ridiculous as to rob me of one five hs 
minutes' time, under whatever artful pretext WE 
he may ſolicit that condeſcenſion. fal 
the 


You forget, brother, ſaid the Major, that ab 
in England the meaneſt ſubject, if injured the 
or Oppreſt, has claims to the eonſideration da 
of the greateſt men in the kingdom; nay, So- to 
vereigns themſelves have not diſdained, on ha 
an equally trivial appearing occaſion with the | 
preſent, to liſten tothe voice of humble com- 
plaining; and I muſt therefore aſk it as a | his 

| favour 
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favour to myſelf, that my houſe may be 
rendered a tribunal of juſtice, or a ſanctua- 
ry of mercy, as the caſe may require; nor 


one individual be turned from my door. 


unheard, and if poſlible, unredreſied. 


His Lordſhip bowed aſſent, and Mrs. 
Wellon was ordered to bring the good 


people in, 


Tux father of Roſina ſtood forth, and, 
addreſſing the Major, told him he hoped 


he would pardon a plain old man, if his 
words were not altogether ſuch as might 
fall agreeably on his ear; for, ſaid he, when 
the heart is full, and the ſtory a diſhonour- 
able one, without the help of education or 


the aid of polite cuſtoms, a man will be in 


danger of uttering what he would not wiſh 
to utter; as truth itſelf may be told too 
harſhly. 


Tux Major begged he would be quite at 
his caſc. and let the ſacts he wiſhed to com- 


municate - 
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municate plead his apology for whatever 
expreſſions he thought. beit calculated to 


paint them in their juſt colourings. 


IT is now, ſaid the old man, (having 
made a grateful bow for the Mayor's kind- 
neſs,) turned of ſixteen years ſince my dame 
one fine Summer's evening, was called upon 
by a gentle voice to open our cottage door. 


and let a helpleſs ſtranger in. 


My dame inquired who and whence the 


ſtranger was; but was anſwered in ſuch 


A. 


ſoft tone, ſhe could not diſtinguiſh a word; 
and our cottage, an pleaſe you, ſtanding on 
the unfrequented ſide of a heath, ſhe was 
not fond, when alone, of letting unknown 
perſons in; accordingly, running up a few 
ſteps, ſhe opened a window, and beheld 
that gentlewoman, (pointing to the poor 


ſick creature, who by the Mayor's, orders 


was ſeated behind them, ſupported by the 


mother of Roſina,) then a young, lovel 
and well dreſſed perſon, who beſought h 
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to take compaſſion upon her, for that ſhe 
was fainting with fatigue, and had loſt her 
way. 


Mr wife, continued the gate keeper, who 
every one knows is a good natured harmleſs 
woman, made no more bones of the matter 
than flying down, aſliſting her to enter the 
cottage, and giving her a glaſs of home- 
made cordial for her refreſhment. 


Tux poor gentlewoman revived; but, 
ſorrow inſtantly ſucceeding to ſickneſs, ſhe 
wept, till my wife's heart bled for her, tho' 


unknowing of the cauſe of her tears; and 


ſhe was put to bed unable to give an account 


of herſelf. 


HER clothes, as I have before obſerved, 
were good, and in her pock<t, as ſhe would 
ſhew my wife, were ſome guineas; but ſhe 


wanted no ſuch ſpur to be kind to her. And 


when I left the toll-houſe, as is uſual on that 
road about ten o'clock at night, I had the 
5 ſurpriſe 
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ſurpriſe to find my family increaſed, and 
received the few particulars I have now ſet 
before you. 


I MADE the poor gentlewoman, conti- 
nued Roſina's father, a little broth, and ſhe 
felt her ſpirits and ſtrength return; ſo, beg- 
ging we would both of us draw near, and 
while ſhe was able to tell it, hear her ſtory, 
She related what I am almoſt afraid to re- 
late to the noble company I am now in. 


Ros1xA was detained by Mrs. Wellon 
on the couch, that worthy woman under- 
ſtanding ſhe was a party ſome how or other 
concerned in this melancholy tale; and the 
poor weak and apparently almoſt dying 
gentlewoman had hartſhorn held to her by 
the cottager, to keep, if poſſible, ſhe ſaid, her 
life and ſoul a little longer together. 


Taz Major bade Roſina's father go on, 
and aſſure himſelf of juſtice, if in his power 


to 
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to do juſtice on the occaſion; but at all 


events that protection ſhould be his. 


Wuar opinion you will entertain of me, 
cried the poor gentlewoman, ſaid the old 
man reſuming his ſtory, I am at a loſs to 
conjeCture, but though appearances are cru- 
elly againſt me, I am not unworthy; I have 
been deſerted, not diſhonoured; I am the 


lawful, though unacknowledged wife of a 


man of faſhion and fortune, and very ncar 
becoming a mother. | 


Lonp PAisLEy got up, and begged his 
brother to diſregard the forged recital; for 
that he was well aware of the buſineſs, and 
could diſprove every ſyllable of it. 


Taz Major was petrified ; no, my Lord, 
replied he, with firmneſs, every man in his 


turn is the rule in my houſe, the ſtory was 


begun by your permiſſion, and ſhall be con- 


cluded under my patronage, when you will 
find 
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find me equally ready to give Fo”! a hear. 


ing. 


His Lordſhip fat down haughtily reluc- 
tant, nor could conceal either his anger or 
his diſcompoſure; and the father of Roſina, 
deriving new courage from the Mayor's 
treatment of him, went on. 


My father, ſaid the ſick Lady, was un- 
fortunately bred to the Church; a ſervitor 
in the ſame college with the nobleman 
whoſe name I will give you hereafter, and 
became his tutor, 


Our little dwelling was a paradiſe both 
in beauty and felicity, until his Lordſhip 
entered it; for from that fatal hour he pre- 
tended to fall in love with me, and ſet ſuch 
allurements before my young mind that 
could not fail to capti vate and attach it to 
his wiſh and honour; the pureſt honour was 
his eternal theme. — He repreſented his 
father as an auſtere and lofty man, and his 

uncle's 


oth 


pre- 
uch 
that 
it to 
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uncles as miſers; to which of them there- 
fore, ſaid he to my relations, can I apply 
with any proſpett of ſucceſs to authorize 
an union of the heart? But if your dangh- 
ter's love in any degree equals mine, if not 
my rank and title are her ſole and immedi- 
ate objetts, ſhe ſhall privately become my 
wife, and the firſt moment it is in my power 
I will with pride and pleaſure proclaim her 
ſuch to the whole world. 


Mr father and mother, continued the 
poor Lady, were at length ſatisfied; we 


\ ought to aſk, ſince he could offer, no more; 


and we were married, having the bans pre- 
viouſly publiſhed in two village Churches, 


and he was received, though ſecretly, in 


our family as my huſband. 


His ſtipend, added ſhe, was ſmall, con. 
ſequently what he allowed me, very incon- 
ſiderable; but it was enough for obſcurity : 
and when lowneſs of ſpirits, as it ſometimes 
would, ſtole upon me, I would revive my- . 

VOL, 1, K ſelf 


194 1 M1 M ds 


ſelf by a childiſh anticipation of the tran- 
ſition I was ſoon to experience, and ſhould 
have much rather doubted my own exiſ- 
tence, than the faith and truth of my wed- 
ded Lord... But the hour of melancholy I; 
conviction, ſaid Roſina's father, the poor 
Lady with ſtreaming eyes told us, in a 


ſhort time arrived; a general elettion ha- 1 
raſſed her worthy father out of his life, in 
ſupporting a friend of his Lordſhip; and her by 
mother was deprived of the uſe of one fide f 
and her reaſon by a frightful ſtroke of the 1 
palſy, in which deplorable condition ſhe hs 
was become a penſioner upon the benevo- 4 
lence of her dead huſband's pariſhioners; ng 
this hard-natured nobleman not enabling 889 
her to do a child's part, in an hour of ſuch 5 
extremity, by the kindeſt of parents. 65 
FIN DIN c how matters were with me, con— ary 
tinued the Lady, ſaid Roſina's father, I 0 
wrote to inform my huſband, that proper Wer 
care might be taken of me, an- the birth 8 1 
of my child duly aſcertained. — But he |* 858 
wrote 410 
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wrote not back; his barbarous caution in— 
cited him to give my letter a perſonal an- 
ſwer: down he came like a thief in the 
night, and in a few words opened his reſo- 
lution upon my knowledge; never, never 
to own me or my unborn infant, adviſing 
me to make the beſt of it. 


* 
5 


I saw, ſaid the Lady, and felt his power; 


one half guinea was all the money I had 
in the world, and my ſtory of ſuch a na- 
ture as required proofs to ſupport its cre- 
dibility I could not in my helpleſs circum- 
ſtances obtain. I moreover found, by ſome 
words he let drop, that he had tampered 
with the pariſh clerk at each church; 
and I was ſenſtble the curate who pronoun- 
ced the bans at one of the churches was 
gone to Ireland, and my dear father's tef- 
timony cut off by the hand of death. I 
therefore, in tenderneſs to the unborn, and 
as a laſt deſperate att of ſelf preſervation, 
yielded to the terms he offered me; an an- 
nuity of fifty pounds ay car, and fifty pounds 
Fa K 2 in 
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in conſideration of my approaching neceſ- 


ſities in advance, and to have my child, if 
it lived, he ſaid, well provided for, with 
every happy chance in its favour, provided 
it proved amiable and obedient. 


TRE air of ſincerity which accompanied 
every word ſhe uttered, ſaid the old man, 
rendered us her faſt friends; we fitted up, 
to the beſt of our abilities, a chamber for 
her occupation, and there, under our thatch- 
ed roof her lovely infant firſt ſaw the light, 
and ſhe herſelf, as well as the ſweet babe, 
had every appearance of doing well; but 
happening unfortunately to take cold, by 
her over deſire to ſpare my wile's fatigue 
in attending upon her, a fever enſued, and 
ſhe loſt her ſenſes: then, from a Rate of ra- 
ging madneſs, ſhe ſunk into ſuch an alarming 
melancholy that we were forced to have her 
removed to a place where proper care could 
be taken of her; his Lordſhip paying the 
fifty pounds a year very punttually to the 


perſons with whom ſhe was ſituated, and 
| ten 
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ten pounds a year to us for the child's board, 
to be brought up, he told us, in happy ſim- 
plicity as our own; that, by avoiding the 
ſooliſh ambition of her mother, ſhe might 
eſcape the misfortunes her mother's ambi- - 
tion had plunged her into. 


Ix this ſtate, continued the old man, 
things remained till within theſe three laſt 
days; when, to a ſurpriſe we never expec- 
ted to recover, the poor gentlewoman, near- 
ly as ill as you now behold her, was ſet down 
by a waggon at the toll-gate I keep, and, on 
making herſelf known, conveyed by me 
to our cottage in my arms. 


AND O!] benovolent minded Sir, cried 
the old man, addreſſing the Major, what 
iniquity I have to unfold ! — All the letters 
we had received to inform us that her diſ- 
order was unabated, and that ſhe was total- 
ly unfit, and they believed ever would be 
ſo, to leave the houſe ſhe was in, were mere 
falſchoods and deceptions; for it ſeems her 

M3 8 reaſon 
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reaſon was reſtored to her at the end of a 


few weeks, and ſhe had been detained an 
abſolute priſoner without the uſe of pen ink 
or paper, and ſhut in from every human 
intercourſe except with the creatures of the 
family. ; | 


Howsvex, as murder will out, ſhe at laſt 


was ſo happy as to meet with a kind-tem- 


pered honeſt young woman, one of the ſer- 


vants newly hired, who, pitying her ſorrows, 
and moreover hoping to be well rewarded 
-whenever ſhe became her Ladyſhip, open- 
ed her priſon doors at the hour ſhe was cer- 
tain a waggon bound for our road would 
paſs, and ſhe arrived ſafe in the manner I 
have related. | 


HER child, to which ſhe herſelf gave the 
name of Roſina, (here Mrs. Wellon was 
obliged to exert all her ſtrength to keep 
Roſina from puſhing forward) we told her, 


ſaid the old man, was at Daviſon-Hall, with 


every particular which led to her intro- 


duction 
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duction there; and that, as we were growing 
old, and could make no proviſion for her, 
and her bringing up ſuch as would enable 
her in few places to provide for herſelf, we 
would adviſe her, if ſhe could reconcile 
herſelf thereto, to let her remain with ſo 
worthy a family until NY better could 
be done for her. 


Suk pauſed, ſaid the old man, ſhe wept; 

I muſt however ſee her, cried ſhe; and both 
my dame and I.thinking it quite reaſonable 
a mother ſhould ſee her own child, it was 
ſettled I ſhould come over and fetch her 
for a day or two to our cottage. 
I 14d prepared, continued the old man, 
for my journey, when Roſina's letter, by the 
mention of Lord Paiſley's name, and telling 
us he was her maſter's brother, diſcovered 
all; for Lord Paiſley is our Roſina's father, 
_ * generous and kind Sir, are her un- 
: (Rofina wept on Mrs. Wellon's ſhoul- 

3 and 1 am perſuaded, added the ho- 
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neſt toll-gate man, that though his high 


bred Lordſhip has ſhewn he has a heart of 


ſteel, your heart has the bleſſed feelings of 
humanity, and will not caſt off ſo near and 


dear a relation. — I have only farther to 


ſay, that the poor ſick Lady, believing ſhe 
had but a ſhort time to live, and proteſting 
anxiety and uncertainty would haſten her 


out of the world, conjured me with fo much 


earneſtneſs to let her be conveyed here, 
and to have the whole affair talked over in 
her preſence, that there was no refuſing 


her; after which ſhe affirmed ſhe ſhould on- 


ly have to cloſe her eyes in peace, and be 


heard of no more. 


Fors1D it heaven, cried the Major, hap- 


pineſs and length of days I hope will ſtill 


await her; my children with alacrity will 
engage in the work of ſoothing, of ſupport- 
ing her, and her eſtabliſhment, as well as 
that of her and cur Roſina, ſhall be my care. 
Come then my Lord, ſaid this noble mind- 


ed man to his abaſhed brother, come and 
teſtify 


— 
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teſtify in this one inſtance, that, with the 
form, you have the nature of a man; ſpeak _ 
comfort to your broken-hearted wife, and - Wl 
do jultice to PRO lovely offspring, [' 


Hts Lordſhip approached, calling his 
baſe and unnatural conduct by the ſoft name 
of the fin of faſhionable prejudices and gid- 
dy youth, confeſſed the truth of all that had 
been related reſpecting himſelf, aſked the 
Lady to forgive him, and was turning to em- 
brace Roſina, when Lady Paiſley fighed 
deeply, laid her hand upon her beating ll. 
heart, (joy having been too powerful for its © ||| 
feeble pulſation) and expired, 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


AN ARTLESS HARANGUE. 


Majoz Jones caught up the terrified 


Roſina in his arms and conveyed her out 
of the room, leaving his Lordſhip to the 
care of the company; Mrs. Wellon follow- 


ing, without ceremony, to give her aſſiſtance 


if wanted. 


I cannoT behold him more, ſaid the 
Major, either he or I therefore muſt imme- 
diately depart this houſe; but I hope aſenſe 
of ſhame, of remorſe, will ſave us the neceſ- 
fity of telling him as much; for this dear 
girl's ſake, I hope it, leſt he ſhould, in his 
wrath, deprive me of her. 


Mx. Davison knocked gently at the 
door; his Lordſhip, ſaid he, has ordered 
his carriage, and begs you. will excuſe his 

| perſona] 
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perſonal adieus; he cannnot, he affirms, 

ſtand the melancholy cataſtrophe; therefore 

hopes to ſee you again at ſome more collec- 
ted period. 


IT is very well, ſaid the Major, I freely 
and frankly remit him his ceremonials, and 
thall as ſeldom as poſſible remember I have 
a brother. 5 


Ros INA was ſpeechleſs with wonder, with 
grief, with terror, and with joy; and the Ma- 


jor perceiving the ſtate of her feelings, ſaid 


he would leave her to Wellon's kind care, 
and retire to compoſe his own ſpirits, which 
ſtood greatly in need of compoſure. 


Bur what thinks our Jemima of all this, 
aſked he of Daviſon; ſhe thinks, returned 


Daviſon, you have diſcovered a treaſure, . 


and willerejoice to prove her gratitude. to 
her.moſt generous. benefattor, by devoting 


all her talents to your lovely neice's ſer— 
$ / 
vice. 
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Tax Major left the apartment leaning 


upon Daviſon's arm; is ſhe not a beautiful 
girl, ſaid he, and how aſtoniſhing therefore 
it is that her innocence has eſcaped con- 
tamination; but we will henceforth, my boy, 
| ſhelter her from every baleful breath; and 
that my fortune is ſufficiently ample to en- 
able me to do her juſtice, without robbing 
my other children, gives me unſpeakable 
ſatisfaction. | 


O MA DAM WELLON, ſaid Roſina, you 


muſt have the goodneſs to teach me how to 


behave myſelf; J am ſo unfit for my new 
ſtate, that I ſhall do nothing but bluſh for 
myſelf from morning to night, from know- 
ing every one elſe muſt bluſh for me. 


Ix the firſt place, replied Mrs. Wellon, 


you muſt alter your mode of addreſſing me; 
I can be Madam Wellon no longer from 
your lips. I would not inſtruct you to be 
protid, but there are certain rules of beha- 
viour you muſt now. conform to, and by 
duly 


1 M MA. 205 


duly honouring yourſelf, avoid duhonour- 


ing your noble relations. 


My poor mother, ſaid Roſina is no more, 


the grave would not ſpare her to me — O ! 
had ſhe been ſpared, ſhe ſhould have found 
the ſimple Roſina a kind child, for kind- 
heartedneſs is not a leſſon to be taught, is 
it my dear Madam; but as much mine, 
though born and brought up on a heath 
ſide, as if I had had all the learning on 


earth; there is one thing I could have 


wiſhed, however, above all the reſt, the 
fine young Gentleman Mr. Daviſon, would 
he had turned out my brother. 


Hz will, ſaid Mrs. Wellon, be your ſin— 
cere and affettionate friend, he will be the 
huſband of your beloved Miſs Jemima, and 
is equally dear, I will be ſo bold as to ſay, 
with yourſelf, to your uncle's heart. 


My uncle, cried Roſina, merciful Pro- 


vidence! how ſhall I ever bring myſelf to 


call 
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call ſo great and rich a man uncle, or quiet- 
ly ſubmit to fit down to the table at which 
my late fellow ſervants are to wait, and to 
be dreſſed like a Lady, and to to but 


my mother is dead, ſaid ſhe, within this laſt | 


half hour! known to me, and dead, and you 
will perhaps, Madam (Mrs. Wellon gave 
her a look of remembrance) well, MrsWel- 
lon then, think I forget her, when I am on- 
ly trying to keep my mind caly, that I may 
not, by throwing myſelf ill, give more and 
more trouble to this good family. 


I unDERSTAND your motive, replied 


Mrs. Wellon, and it ſhews both your good 
| ſenſe and good-mindednels, for we ſhould 


never willingly affi& our friends, or in- 


deed any human being over whoſe feelings 
we may have power; for ſuch conduct is 
- both cruel and wicked, and would ill be- 
come your age and ſex.__ As ta. the other 
circumſtances you have mentioned, conti- 
nued Mrs. Wellon, you muſt do yourſelf 
the juſtice to recolle& you are only. re- 

ſtored 
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ſtored to your birthright claims, not ſud- 
denly lifted up from a mean degree into 
undue grandure, the laſt of which changes 
is difficult to ſupport with propriety and 
dignity; but the firſt, after a little time, when 
the ſurpriſe wears off, awakens unimagina- 
ble ſentiments in the breaſt, ſentiments that 
could never otherwiſe have been called 
forth, and words to expreſs them will ſoon 
occur to you by being rendered familiar.to 
your ear. So let me prevail upon you, ad- 
ded Mrs. Wellon, to ſhake off all this ſhy- 


neſs and withdrawingneſs from your friends, 


and to prepare yourſelf to give them the 
pleaſure of your unembarraſſed company. 


An! deareſt Madam, cried Refnn how: 


you talk at your eaſe, you who have lived all 
your days with the wealthy, and have had a 


gentlewoman's education; whereas, I ſhall 


not know what to do with my. hands or my 
feet, and muſt have time upon time to feel 
my preſent condition real, and forget my 
late ſervitude, 34-5 
by FIN DING 
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FIN DING her prejudices unconquerable, 
Mrs. Wellon was obliged to report the ill fo 


ſucceſs of her eloquence to the Major. . 
 Snx has, replied he, an ingenuouſneſs of Uy 

heart, and a lively ſenſibility, that promiſe 
to render her a moſt amiable woman; we | 
will ſend her, if we ſhould find it neceſſary, all 
to Mrs. Hillman's ſchool, and ſhe will ſoon the 
wear off the ruſt that is now fo painful to Foy 
her; or what would be ſtill more agreeable "iy 
to me, call in that worthy teacher's aſſiſt- "0 
ance, to poliſh her under our owns eye, _ 
for Tam unwilling to die in any one's debt; pen 
and I owe her great and hitherto unreturned 1 
obligations : | can 
Jemima viſited her young friend, who, 2 

| by an involuntary impulſe, roſe to receive 
| ber; keep your ſeat, my dear girl, ſaid the 2 
| | tenderly, it is not cuſtomary to treat fami- e 
ly viſitants with ceremony. ” 
y | canr 
me 


Bur from me, Madam, ſaid Roſina, 
N {urely - 


— 
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ſurely from me it is right, at leaſt till I can 
forget, I do not mean, but properly rejotce, 
at remembering my firſt fight of you at the 


tolkhouſe. Had my mother, Madam, but 
lived! 


Suk was, replied Jemima, my dear, paſt 
all recovery before her enlargement from 
the wicked houſe in which ſhe was im— 
mured; prolonging her days would there- 
fore have only been prolonging her ſuffer- 
ings, and you, I am certain, are too good 


and gentle to wiſh to purchaſe any ſelf- gra- 


tification at ſo high a price; ſhe moreover 
died happy, and is now an angel in heaven; 
can your filial affection aſk more? 

I am, replied Roſina, all whirl and 
doubt in my own breaſt, and aſk myſelf 
every inſtant if I am really and truly Roſina 
| from the heath ſide; but I ſee I teaſe you, 

Madam, and will try to be cheerful : what 


cannot be cured my good old father (let me 


me ſtil] call him) uſed to ſay muſt be 


endured; - 


- 
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endured; and ſo, Madam, tell me, is the 
falſe-cye-browed gentleman, as well as 
ſhe ſtopped — and was quite at a loſs what 
to add, 


IE is gone, my dear, ſaid Jemima, with 


Lord Paiſley; — and will, I hope, cried 


Roſina, never return. The other_— again 


ſhe ſtopped. 


My good and amiable Roſina, ſaid Je- 
mima, let parents att what part they may, 
children mult perform their duty. 


Wurd my poor mother is buried, re- 
turned ſhe, may be 


No may bes, ſaid Jemima, you will, you 
muſt treat him as your father. Your mo- 
ther pardoned him, Roſina, with her laſt 


breath, and think you (with a child's duty 


ſuperadded) you have a right to cheriſh 
diſpleaſure againſt him! pe 


Tur 
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Tur is true, Madam, replied Roſina, 
I feel it is a true obſervation, and had I 
words I would tell you how I feel it. But 
I have every thing to learn; to walk, to 
talk, ſo unlike my cottage ways, that I fear 
I ſhall never compals it, helped as I may 


be by all my kind friends. 


Daviso being told Jemima was with 
Roſina, who- was much better, took the h- 


| berty, he ſaid, to join them; but ſo overawed 


was the poor girl by kis preſence, and ſo mor- 


tified at the recollection of the fooliſh con- 


duct he had been witneſs to, that ſhe hung 
down her head, and remained profoundly 
ſilent, notwithſtanding all his efforts to en- 


courage her to look up; and at length, in 


order to relieve her, took leave and joined 
the Major. | 


JEMIMA, alhſted by Mrs. ,Wellon, gave 
direttions for Lady Paiſley's funeral; and 
the Major would not permit the cottagers 


to return. We vill fit up one of the lodges 


for 
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for their reſidence, ſaid he, and gain a couple 


of valuable neighbours, whilſt we are in 


ſome ſmall degree compenſating their vir- 
tues and their worth: it would be inhuman 
to ſeparate them from their, becauſe ſhe 
proves to be our Roſi na. 


Davisox ſoon after found the Major 
walking about his own apartment in irre- 
preſſible agitation. What a change, my 
child, ſaid he, is here! this Hall was once, 
as Jemima emphatically called it, the dwel- 
ling of peace, of ſincerity, of candour, and 


of kindneſs: what is it now, however, be- 


come ! the manſion of premature death, the 


ſpot of revealed, of convicted villainy!! __ 
But I will be calm and thankful this Lord 
is gone, and think only of my children, my 


three children! Shall it not be ſo, Davi— 
fon ? | 


I cax anſwer for Jemima, Sir, replied. 


Daviſon, as well as myſelf, that the epithet 
5 of 


+ 
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of brother and ſiſter in that inſtance will be 
pronounced by us with delight. 


Nor badly hinted, ſaid the Major; Lord 
Paiſley is indeed gone, and I well remem- 
ber his preſence was the only bar to your 


. ? . » 
intended nuptials; but I am certain, I need 


not make a queſtion of it, that the houſe of 
death is, in all our opinions, ill- ſuited to a 
nuptial occaſion. 


Name it not, ſaid Daviſon! no breach 
of decorum ſhall prophane our hallowed 
union ; but at the ſame time, Sir, though I 
had no intention to give you a memoran- 
dum of my promiſed hopes at this juncture, 
I would not wiſh you to ſuppoſe me capable 


of loſing the traces thereof in my heart. 


W all want a little winding up, ſaid the 
Major, after the violent ſhock our nerves 
have ſuſtained; and therefore I have ſome 


thoughts of taking you to Bath. What ſay 


you to ſuch a trip, Daviton? 
| I SHOULD 


I s10ULD like it of all things, Sir, replied 
Daviſon. Then take the trouble, ſaid the 
Major, to communicate it to thoſe it con- 
cerns as a ſettled purpoſe. Wellon will 
take care of the Ladies, and we ſhall all 
"ſoon be ready to depart. 


Tu Major put his family in mourning 
ſuitable to the loſs of a ſiſter, and order- 
ed a monument to be erefted in the church, 
as a tribute, in his name, to her amiable me- 
mory. 

Av all things being in readineſs, with 
| Daviſon in his own chaiſe, and the Ladies, 
with Mrs. Wellon, in a coach and four, 
they bade adicu to the Hall, and arrived 
ſafe at Bath without encountering one in- 
cident worth adverting to. 

But when arrived, the Major gave them 
a no leſs kind than agrecable ſurpriſe; for, 


having wrote to Mrs. Hillman's to borrow 


Miſs Vincent the teacher for a few months, 
and 
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and intreating ſhe would ſet off immediately 


for Bath, ſhe was feady to be preſented to 
Jemima on her alighting from the carriage. 
And having had a private conference with 
the Major, (on the chapter, no doubt, of 
liberal recognition and rewards,) was pub- 
licly defired to make the improvement 
of Roſina's manners her care; for much 
tender and diligent attention, ſaid the Ma- 
jor, do we owe the dear girl, for being fo 
long robbed of her due claims and ſitua- 
tion in life. 


Ros iN A looked her gratitude; but tak- 
ing Jemima aſide on the inſtant, beſought 
her to teach her, ſecretly, to play back- 
gammon; that ſhe might be enabled, ſome 
evening or other when her uncle was with- 
out company, to prove to him that no leſ- 
ſons could be ſo valuable to her as thoſe 
which put it in her power to ſhow her grate- 


ful ſenſe of his unbounded goodnels to 
her. 


JEMIMA 
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JemIMA with pleaſure undertook the 
taſk, and found her, as Mrs. Wellon pro- 
pheſied would be the caſe, a moſt expert 


pupil. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


SINCERITY IS IN SOME INSTANCES IN- 
COMPATIBLE WITH PRUDENCE., 


Ax the rooms, where Miſs Vincent al- 
ways accompanied Roſi na, the young ladies 
were much admired; and Roſina's obſtinate 
taciturnity, when in public, obtained her 
the name of the ſilent beauty; however, 
being taken to the play, from her tender 
intereſt in every touching ſcene, ſhe was 
thenceforward toaſted, by the name of the 


weeping beauty, all over Bath and its en- 
virons. 


Tux play happened to be Philaſter, and 
the parts well performed; Roſina's heart 
beat quick from the firſt opening of Bella- 
rio's character; as the plot advanced, ſhe 
wept all his woes; and, in the concluſion, 
covered her face with her ſhawl to conceal 
her emotions. 


2 * 
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THE Major was alarmed, Jemima ſtart- 


ed, and Miſs Vincent was for begging to 


know the cauſe ; when Daviſon, with great 


wiſdom, took upon him to account for it, 


from the natural ſoftneſs of Roſina's feel- 
ings, and the circumſtance of its being the 
firſt dramatic piece ſhe had ever ſeen repre- 
ſented; but the young Lady, on her return 


home, gave Mrs. Wellon a very different 


reaſon for her behaviour. 


I Have been, ſaid ſhe, my dear and good 
Mrs. Wellon, frequently, ſo wretched you 
can have no notion, from the kind of love 
I bear Mr. Daviſon. That he is handſome 


it needs only eyes to be aware of; but he 
has a ſomewhat in his voice, his words, his 


air, ſo pleaſant, that methought I could hear 
and ſee him eek ever. 


Mas. WELLON was frightened, but 
liſtened without reply. 


IEXNEW Sink the firſt, reſumed ſhe, he 
Was 
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he 
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was to be Jemima's huſband; wherefore then, 
I have often ſaid to myſelf, do you, poor and 


| ſimple Roſina, wherefore do you think of 


him thus; but harmleſs thoughts, again ſaid 
I, can ſurely have no harm in them, I would _ 
not take him from Miſs ]Jemimaifſhe would 
leave him for that purpoſe, nor ſhall I love 
him leſs, when I behold him her happy 
huſband. 


Tux matter, however, my dear Mrs. Wel- 
lon, was a kind of painful myſtery to me, 
until I went to the play this night, where I 


have had it all explained; for juſt ſuchlove 


as the young Lady bears the Prince, (ex- 
cept the wrongneſs of dreſſing herſelf in 
boy's clothes) do I feel for Mr. Daviſon, 
and now find with delight it is both good 
and innocent. Mrs. Wellon looked at her, 
but rephed not. For bclieve me, con- 
tinued ſhe, I could with pleaſure fetch and 


carry letters and meſſages in his ſervice, and 


ſpeak in his higheſt praiſe to recommend 


him, if it was neceſſary, to her he loved, and 


1 have 
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have my abundant reward in knowing I had 
ſerved him: Can you then, Mrs. Wellon, 
condemn me? 


— SS 


Far, far from it, Miſs Roſina, replied 


Mrs. Wellon, angels themſelves could not 


condemn you; but as the heart is ſome- 
times rendered miſerable by even its own 
virtues, I would adviſe you to dwell as little 
as poſſible, in your private thoughts, on the 
merits of Mr. Daviſon, and I will tell you 


Why. | ; 


THe Major, Miſs Roſina, my honoured 
maſter, will no doubt wiſh at ſome future 
time to match you witha worthy gentleman, 
a ſecond Mr. Daviſon, with the concur- 


. rence of your own inclinations; but ſhould 


ſuch a gent!eman diſcover, (and what is ſo 
quick ſighted as love!) that Mr. Daviſon 
has ſo large a ſhare of your approbauon, 
might he not carry his concluſions farther, 
and ſuppoſe he had only the ſecond we 
in your heart. 


"Ad 


J 1 M 1 M &. =_ 


AND honeſtly ſpeaking, replied Roſina, 
that would be the very caſe; we cannot 
love all perſons alike. 


Bur conſider, my dear young lady, ſaid 
Wellon, how tenaceous a lover or a hul- 
band would be of ſurpaſſing all others in 
your eſteem. I would be ſincere, replied 
Roſina, and tell them it was impoſſible. 


You muſt not do any thing of the kind, 
ſaid Mrs. Wellon; it would be highly im- 
proper, 


Mousr 1 then ſpeak falſely ! could that, 


Madam, be lawful or proper ? 


O! by no means, replied Mrs. Wellon; 


but there are ſome truths, and this is one of 


the number, that we are not obliged to 
ſpeak; and I hope you will learn to diſtin- 
guiſh between delicaie concealments and 
artful diſſimulation, and act accordingly. 


L 3 NEVER; 
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NEVER, never, eried Roſina; black will 


always be black, and white, white, in my 


ſimple judgment: the ſhades between re- 
quire powers I do not poſſeſs, to mark their 
difference; and as my heart, in ſpite of 
every caution, will fit upon my lips, it is 

in vain to tell me of rules and reaſon, and 


reaſon and rules; nature and truth are above 


them all, and though they may be bined, 
cannot be ſhamed. 


I wiLL aſk you one queſtion, Miſs Ro- 


ſina, ſaid Mrs. Wellon, and have done; 


Were Major Jones to touch upon tihis 
ſubject, would not your modeſty ſuggeſt 
to you ſome innocent reſerve, or would 
your frankneſs and ſincerity tell him all? 


I z£ciN to comprehend you, Madam, 


{aid Roſina. No, it would be impoſſible 
1 could ſpeak to any gentleman with the 
freedom I can to you; and eſpecially whilſt 
Mr. Daviſon is unmarried leſt — ſhe 


could ſay no more. 
| Trar 
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Trar is exactly my meaning, replied 
Mrs. Wellon; you feel it, I perceive you 
do, and muſt therefore allow me to add, 
that though it is well known Mr. Daviſon 
is diſpoſed of, or even after he 1s attually 
Miſs Jemima's huſband, were. you to ac- 


knowledge yourlove for himto the man you 


could even conſent to meet at the altar, that 


man would be very apt to think you would 
have preferred Mr.. Daviſon to him. 


I wWIII be careful, ſaid Roſina, to con- 
duct myſelf as you adviſe; for you, Mrs. 
Wellon, are well informed, and wiſe, and 


good; and to me, that am motherleſs, a moſt 


peculiar friend. 


JzM1Ma and Daviſon were to go to the 
ball, but Roſina, not having taken above 
ſix leſſons from her dancingmaſter, did not 
chuſe to accompany them; for, ſo gay a 
lady to be only a ſpeQator, would, ſhe ſaid, 
create obſervation. And happening to 
hear that Miſs Vincent and Mrs. Wellon 


OE wiſhed. 


234 - Og PN 


wiſhed to ſee the company, ſhe greatly 
promoted their abſence; declaring ſhe 


would make tea for her uncle herſelf, and 


do her beſt to entertain him during the 
whole evening. 


Tux Major was delighted with her im- 
provements, and told her ſhe would be, to 
the full, as accompliſhed and excellent a 
woman as her ſiſter Jemima; for I wiſh 
you all three, added he, to conſider your- 


ſelves as near and dear relatives, for are 


you not all of you the children of my ten- 
dereſt affections. 


An! Sir, replied ſhe, if the once poor, 


but now rich Roſina, rich in your favour 
and kindneſs, might be permitted to ſpeak, 


The has ſomewhat to ſpeak to you well 


worth your hearing. 


SpEAR, my dear girl, cried the Major, 


and ſpare not; I would have you carry 
your heart in your hand, and neither treat 


me 


at 
Ne 
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me with ceremony nor diſguiſe; for your 


true intereſt, and entire happineſs, are the 


grand objects I have in view. 


Tux Sir, ſaid Roſina, why does not the 
marriage of Mr. Daviſon and his Jemi- 
ma take place; I love them both, and 
could then look up to them both with ſiſ- 
terly regard; whereas, I at preſent con- 
ſtrain myſelf, leſt Mr. Daviſon ſhould 
miſtake the affection I bear him — the 


friendſhip _— the 


Tux Major looked at her and ſighed, 
recollecting what he had once experienced 
from a hopeleſs paſſion, 


DEAR EST child, ſaid he, Daviſon is too 
worthy and too diſtinguiſhing a young 
man to miſconſtrue either the words or ac- 
tions of innocence; but if you are certain 
his union with Jemima would promote your 


eaſe of manners, or ſatisfadtion of mind, I 


will bring it forward. My poor ſiſter's 
| 8 N 
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death, and our conſequential buſineſs, had 
quite chaſed my promiſe, my long ſince 


given and engaged promiſe to beſtow them 


upon each other, out of my mind. 


IT would indeed, Sir, replied Rofina 
make me very happy ; for, as I told Mrs. 
Wellon, (but did not intend to tell you) I 
ſhould then, like the lady in the play, rejoice 
to chink — you know who I mean, Sir, the 


young lady in the play of Philaſter. 


SWEET, good child, the Major called 


her, may your peace of mind equal your 


good will! 


I was once fearful, Sir, reſumed Roſina, 
that all was not right in my heart; but on 
' ſeeing how Bellario atted, and being con- 
vinced that my feelings where juſt what 
ſhe deſcribes, except that I would not dreſs 
myſelf in boy's clothes on any account; I 
reſolved to mention to you what I have 
now done, and to beg that when you give 

Mr, 
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Mr. Daviſon to me for a brother, he may 
be given to me a married man alſo. And 
now. if you pleaſe, I will challenge you at 
backgammon; Miſs Jemima, but at my own 
requeſt, Sir, has taught me how to beat you, 
and what would you have thought of your 


beyond-meaſure obliged Roſina, if, when 
ſhe underſtood it was your favourite game, 
ſhe had not ſne wn herſelf ambitious to know 


how to play it. 


TRE Major loſt his money with delight, 
and extolled her adroitneſs. I can forgive 
your father every thing, ſaid he, but with- 
holding from me the exquilite pleaſure of 
your infant endearments.— 


ExceyT, replied Roſina, the untimely 
death of my dear mother. — The Major 
ſhook his head and was filent. 


Bur I was near forgetting another thing 


I have to ſay to you, reſumed Roſina. To 
be ſure Miſs Vincent is not a beauty, but 
| L 6 = 2 
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her perſon is very genteel and pleaſing; and 


O Sir! if you did but know her heart, how 
full of goodneſs it is, of knowledge, of ac- 
compliſhments, I do believe you would 


fall in love with her, and make her the hap- 


pieſt wife in the world. 


Wrar a match- making huſſy you are, 
ſaid the Major laughing, but you do not 
ſeem to remember I am old enough to be 
Miſs Vincent's father. 


No ſuch thing Sir, replied Roſina, ſhe 
is nine and twenty and you. are nine and for- 
ty, that is all the difference; and it is ſuch 
a pity ſhe ſhould be obliged to get her liv- 
ing, when ſhe might make both you and 
herſelf ſo happy. 


W nxN the Major retired for the evening, 


on Mrs. Wellon's attending, according to 


cuſtom, to aſk if all was to his ſatisfattion, 
he told her the converſation Roſina had 


ſtarted about Daviſon, and the reſult, Is ſhe 


not 
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not a liberal a noble girl, ſaid he, and is it 
not terrible that all my fortune cannot ren- 


der her what I wiſh her? OWellon! ſhe will 
not be the firſt in the family, whoſe peate 


has been the victim of hopeleſs love. 


I wouLD, however, ſaid Mrs. Wellon, 
with all ſubmiſſion, Sir, to your better judg- 
ment, try the efficacy of the meaſure ſhe re- 
commends. | 


I IiNTEND to think of it, ſaid the Major. 


Tux next day when the deſart was 
brought in, and all the ſervants, for Mrs. 


Wellon was not conſidered as ſuch, with- 


drawn, I have a propoſal to make to you, 
Daviſon, and you, Jemima, ſaid the Mayor. 
Next Tueſday ſhall be your wedding day, 
and in order to keep it private, for I ſhould 
not like to make a buſtle in Bath, Roſina 


and Mrs. Wellon ſhall make a little tour to 


view Stone Houle, and Miſs Vincent ſhall 
be the bridemaid. 


Davison 
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Daviso looked his approbation, Mrs. 
Wellon ſmiled, Miſs Vincent followed Mrs. 

Wellon's example, but the two young Ladies 
lifted not up their eyes. 


You have I ſuppoſe, Roſina, ſaid the 
Major, read the hiſtory of that Britiſh cu- 
riolity Stone Houſe; or ſhall I buy the 
book for you on this occaſion? Roſina 
told him he would much oblige her by the 
purchaſe, and no farther mention was made 
of either the wedding or the journey. 


On the following Tueſday, nevertheleſs, 
Roſina and Mrs. Welton ſet off for Sali 
bury, and Major Jones, though he had put 
himſelf to the expence of a ſpecial licence, 
gave Jemima to Daviſon with his own: 
hand, at the Abbey Church; and before 
Roſina's return had inveſted them with a 
fortune to their higheſt raiſed hopes and 
wiſhes. And Miſs Vincent had a hand- 
ſome preſent upon the occaſion. 
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I wit. now, ſaid the Major, the day after 
Roſi na came back, give this new-made be- 
nedi& to you, my child, for your brother; 
and for my ſake, intreat a brotherly affec- 
tion for you may ſubſiſt in his heart; the 
ſiſterly, added he cheerfully, will ſucceed 
of courle. — But pray, Mils Vincent, what 
did Mrs. Hillman ſay to my modeſt requeſt 
which robbed her of your agreeable com- 
pany ?— She ſaid, Sir, replied Miſs Vin- 
cent, that in return for numberleſs obliga- 
tions you had conferred upon her, and to 
which ſhe was indebted for her whole 
proviſion, it was the firſt opportunity ſhe 
had ever been ſo happy as to have, in her 
life, of ſhewwing her gratitude; and that the 
ſecond teacher ſhould fill my place ſo long 
as you wiſhed to retain me in the ſervice of 
your family. 


RosiNna, replied the Major, has formed 
a ſcheme, but I will leave her to communi- 
_ cate it herſelf, never to part with you more. 
She 1s very good, ſaid Miſs Vincent. 
e Good, 
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Goop ! replied Roſina, good to myſelf, 
if you pleaſe, and to thoſe I love beſt; for 
I do not believe a more worthy, or a more 


amiable, or a more agreeable woman lives, 


and if I had a thouſand voices, I would give 
them all to obtain you for my aunt. This 
ſally created a general laugh, and muſic be- 
ing called for by the Major, all converſa- 
tion was ſoon at an end. 


Miss VIScEN had a delicate chamber 


voice, and an elegant finger on the lute ; the 
Major preſented her the ſongs he was deſir- 
ous ſhe ſhould perform, and ſhe never fail- 
ed to compliment him with an early acqui- 


ſition of them; and now, for the third time 
in his life, finding Roſina behaved to Davi- 


ſon with tranquil affection, and that he be- 
held her with fraternal admiration, he pro- 
nounced himſelf perfectly happy. 


Bur as a ſtate of perfect happineſs is not 
the ſtate of mortality, he was thrown into 
the utmoſt. contuſion, with his children 

Fu around 
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around him on the ſouth parade, by the au- 
'dible whiſper of“ There they are, a pretty 
e ſentimental group; the brother huſband, 
© ſiſter wife, and the real and legal father in 
one, juſt as the lampoon deſcribes them”. 


My dear Daviſon, ſaid the Major, be 
not diſturbed, this arrow comes from Levet, 
it 18 aimed at our peace by the hand of an 
aſſaſſin, but it will be our own fault if it 
wound; I will drag him into the light with 
all his turpitude on his head, and compel 
him, like Balaam of old, to bleſs when he 
came forth to curſe. 


Avx, my dear Sir, cried Daviſon, is this 
the language of contempt, the language of 
compoſure; I am tortured by the apparent 
mortification of J:n1ma; but I trenb'e for 
your health, me he cannot hurt. Roſina, 
what is become of your lovely complexion; 
has this inſult chaſed it away? 


Ler us go home, ſaid Roſina, all eyes 
| are 


| 

j 
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are upon us; but that innocence ſhould 
ſhrink whilſt iniquity is triumphant, to me 
is a moſt inexplicable circumſtance. 


Homes they went, and Mrs. Wellon was 
deſpatched to buy the lampoon; ſhe brought 
it with an anſwer to it, juſt publiſhed, they 
told her. The lampoon was not deſtitute of 
wit, but the anſwer beat it all to pieces; ex- 
poſed the malice, the improbability of the 
fatire ; and concluded with a panegyrick on 
the Major and his family, that reſtored them 


to harmony. 


I wirr know the author of this generous 


production, cried the Major, this advocate, 


this volunteer and liberal advocate of the 
injured and the innocent; ſo, Wellon, you 
muſt make a ſecond viſit to the bookſeller, 
and intreat he will favour you with the gen- 
tleman's addreſs; and do you hear, my good 
and valuable woman, if he is not too far off, 
or from other accidents not to be met with, 
bring him with you. | 


Mus. 
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Mas. WE LION, who delighted in obli- 


ging, ſoon traced the author to his lodging, 


whb happened to be a young clergyman; 


and, obeying her maſter's commands to their 
ſtricteſt letter, returned with him to the com- 


pany. 

Miss VAXCENT was thrown into great 
confuſton by the rencounter, as it happen- 
ed to be a young fellow bred to the church, 
to whom ſhe was engaged, was a ſtranger to. 
her being at Bath, and who knew Major 
Jones' character from Mrs. Hillman. _— 


In half an hour explanations took place, 


they were both fortuneleſs, yet both in- 
violably attached to each other, and as this 
was the very walk in which the Major 


could be beſt ſerviceable to them, he ap- 


pointed Mr. Jewel to his Welch living, and 
inſiſted upon their being ſpeedily married, 
and taking popeſſion thereof; for that to 
detain Miſs. Vincent, as they were ſituated, 
was the next thing, ſaid he, to parting man 


and wife, 


Tre 
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Taz Major, however, found himſelf, 
before he went to bed, much indiſnoſed; he 
was ſo far better the next morning that he 
held up long enough to ſee Miſs Vincent 
married, who, together with her happy huſ— 
band, left Bath with a moſt grateful heart ; 
when, ſoon afterwards, his gout becoming 
violent and alarming, his children and 
Mrs. Wellon were thrown into unſpeakable 


diſtreſs. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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